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We were up early the next morning driving towards 
the town of Boling in the oil rich district of Texas 
where most farmers supplement their income with oil 
pumps on the ranches and the wealth in the area 
was evident. We finally arrived at family owned V8 
Ranch where three generations of Williams greeted 
us. Father and son-Sloan and Jim with Jim’s daughter 
Rachel and Rachel’s husband Brandon Cutrer. They 
have a breeding herd of about 300 cows but they get 
an additional 100 calves a year by embryo flushing 
the best cows in the herd to selected bulls. We 
were quickly impressed with the amount of beautiful 
cows we saw and were all in agreement that this 
must be one of the best cowherds in the world. At 
this ranch their show barn proved worth seeing with 
once again the show heifers and cows standing out. 
It was amazing to see how well they knew all their 
animals, together with the pedigree of each animal 
which made it even more special to ask any question 
about any animal on the ranch. After another Texas 
Barbeque for lunch we were on our way to the HK 
Ranch.

JDH ECHO 237/1

VERY IMPRESSIVE COW AT V8

GROUP OF SHOW HEIFERS AT V8
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carrying the X chromosome to AI or embryo flush the 
best cows from which the offspring is only female. 
They do this as the market for red females is much 
larger than for bulls thus increasing their profit. Many 
groups of embryo derived and AI derived heifers 
were seen that took our breath away. An amazing 
experience to see so many quality animals!

Dinah Weil welcomed the group at the historic HK 
Ranch with tea and cookies. This is probably one of 
the most well known Red Brahman herds in the USA. 
Here they use a procedure called Sexing whereby 
the sperm cells of the bulls are separated into the 
ones carrying the X chromosome and the ones 
carrying the Y chromosome. They then use the ones 

GROUP OF HEIFERS THAT IS A PRODUCT 
OF SEXING TECNOLOGY AT HK

Bob Hudgins the outgoing American Brahman 
Breeders Association president invited our president 
Llewellyn Labuschagne and vice-president Wessel 
Hatting to attend their annual general meeting held 
at the Houston Livestock and Rodeo Show to give 
a short proposal on the Southern African world 
congress. This was already an achievement as no 

non American member has ever been allowed to 
attend one of these meetings. The proposal was 
received very well and the American association 
promised to support us in any way they could.



BRAHMAN -   A p r i l  2 0 1 3

83

about the congress on a more personal level in a 
relaxed atmosphere. The whole of the Houston 
Livestock and Rodeo Show is run by volunteers and 
all proceeds go to charitable causes. The people 
are very humble and even important business and 
high ranking individuals in society volunteer at the 
show doing everything from security to cleaning and 
serving food. This was really impressive.

The rest of the committee spent the day setting 
up our booth at the show with all our banners, 
promotional flyers, magazines and other information 
about the congress and tours that will be available 
at the congress. We also formally registered as 
international guests and received access to the 
international room where food and beverages were 
served everyday. It was an amazing opportunity to 
socialise with people from all parts of South America 
and even Australia and to give them information 

OUR PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT AFTER THE MEETING

PROMOTION BOOTH WITH WORLD CONGRESS BANNER AND MAGAZINES
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They have beautiful cattle. Their cattle are bigger 
than the ones in South Africa but they breed a type 
that suits the environment they farm in and caters 
for the market where they sell these animals which 
is mostly in South America. Selective use of their 
genetics is possible for us in South Africa as long 
as we select for the type that fits our more extensive 
farming environment and the desirable traits that our 
market demands.

This was a very successful trip and one of the first 
steps in a very exciting build up leading to the 
special conclusion at the Southern African world 
congress in 2014. This momentous occasion only 
gets awarded to a country roughly every fourteen 
years. We hope to make as many people as possible 
part of this historic occasion and show everybody 
true South African hospitality as only the farming 
community can do.

The next three days consisted of the judging of the 
cattle. All the animals were kept in a huge indoor 
structure. They lie on bedding that consists of wood 
shavings that was treated to prevent odour and to 
make it resistant to fire. Around 600 animals were 
exhibited. The judging and the whole event went 
smoothly and worthy animals were appointed as 
champions. An interesting fact is that the Americans 
use only one judge to preside over both red and grey 
Brahmans. This can cause controversy, but can also 
simplify the judging. A clear pattern was seen and 
the same type of animals were placed and brought 
consistency to the judging. As seen and maybe 
predicted from our experiences at the ranches, the 
Hudgins Ranch’s bull JDH 177 was crowned the 
grand champion and a female from V8 Ranch was 
the grand champion cow. It was clear to see why 
these ranches have been so successful over the 
years.

During the evenings we 
made time to attend the 
international Brahman 
female sale that saw new 
record prices reached at 
an average of $14 500 per 
animal. Commercial meat 
prices are also at an all 
time high at the moment. 
Something to think about 
as we are struggling at the 
moment in South Africa. We 
also had the opportunity 
to attend the rodeo and 
appreciate the skills of the 
cowboys and experience 
the American nation’s 
patriotism with a hair rising 
rendition of their national 
anthem that opens the rodeo 
every night. As international 
guests we also attended 
the international party 
which is a sit down dinner 
sponsored by the Houston 
business community.

The hospitality of the 
American farmers was 
really impressive. Their 
overall positive response to 
our congress proposal was 
very reassuring and we are 
expecting a minimum of 
a 100 international guests 
during the congress.
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DAMES/LADIES
EASTER  BASKET

V I R  D IE/FOR THE

First you take a 27cm x 27cm piece of 
cardstock. (I used double sided paper). 

You score it every 9cm all the way around.
(I drew in the score lines so you could easily 
see.) 

Cut off about 1cm on each strip. Additionally 
you can ink all your edges at this stage. 
Now you want to use a strong adhesive to 
glue your basket together.

Fold all the edges up behind the triangle 
and secure. Cut off any piece that is sticking 
out. Then I cut out a 3cm circle and folded 
it in half and added it over all the points to 
hide them. I added two 2cm x 23cm strips 
of paper for the handles.  Make holes using 
a hole punch / craft knife and secure with 
brads. Add tissue paper / grass and now 
you have a cute little basket. Decorate with 
some embellishments and stamps.

Next you want to cut into the middle two 
score lines until you reach the middle 
scored line. Cut the outer two squares into 
3cm strips. After doing that you need to cut 
the middle square into a triangle

Project by Comrie Kaya
22 Faan Ferreira Avenue

Recon Park, Spitskop, Bloemfontein

Supplies:
Double sided paper / cardstock

Craft knife / scissors
Glue

Brads
Scoring Tool



BRAHMAN -   A p r i l  2 0 1 3

86

that predictions of breeding value from genetic 
markers, once extensively evaluated in cattle 
populations, will be fed directly into BREEDPLAN 
to generate an EBV that seamlessly incorporates 
DNA information with performance data.

He said it has already been tested with the 
development of trial Shear Force EBVs known 
as marker-assisted EBVs (EBVM) for Tenderness 
which were launched for the Brahman breed in 
2008.

“Research tells us that meat tenderness is the 
most prized attribute among consumers. But 
previously we haven’t had a combined measure 
of whether an animal will produce tough or tender 
meat,” said Professor Goddard.

“The EBVM for Tenderness combines pedigree, 
measured performance of meat tenderness 
and correlated traits such as flight time with 
GeneSTAR™ DNA marker information to create 
the BREEDPLAN EBVM for Tenderness, which can 
then help produce genetically superior animals for 
tenderness.”

Professor Goddard said incorporating DNA 
markers into BREEDPLAN EBVs will take some 
of the confusion out of which animals to select. 
“Producers won’t have to worry about DNA 
markers at all. They’ll just select animals with the

EBVs they think are most appropriate to their own 
breeding objectives,” he said

A
ustralia’s own unique beef genetic evaluation scheme, 

BREEDPLAN is set to become even more important in 

future, as it is used as a vehicle to deliver DNA information 

to the Australian beef industry.

For the past 30 years, Australian beef producers have 

used BREEDPLAN Estimated Breeding Values (EBVs) to 

accelerate genetic progress, tighten up breeding operations, improve productivity 

and increase prices for cattle sold for breeding and slaughter.
Professor Mike Goddard

set to become even better
BREEDPLAN

But Beef CRC Chief Scientist Professor Mike 
Goddard said the inclusion of DNA information in 
BREEDPLAN will further enhance the system and 
provide producers with even more information by 
which to select sires.

“There was a time when we thought that producers 
would simply DNA test their cattle and then use 
that information to determine the best way to 
manage their stock,” said Professor Goddard. 
“But now that we’re looking for hundreds, if not 
thousands, of markers for each trait, that scenario 
is looking less realistic.”

Professor Goddard says rather than ‘a’ gene test, 
what producers will see is a calculation based 
on the extensive genetic information from DNA 
markers that provides an accurate prediction of 
breeding value for important traits.

“Producers won’t be seeing ‘a’ marker for female 
fertility for example. They’ll probably see a 
prediction of breeding value based on a large 
panel of markers,” he said. While EBVs are 
already used to record information on an animal’s 
performance for traits such as marbling, net feed 
intake (NFI) and fertility, the new-style genetic 
markers will incorporate this information with 
genome-wide genetic predictions and phenotype  
information collected by producers.

This will give cattle breeders the most accurate 
genetic evaluations of their cattle possible.

Professor Goddard said the Beef CRC proposes 
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SKOU, VEILINGS  EN BELANGRIKE DATUMS
APRIL
17–20   Bien Donné Agri Cape Week    
17–20   Vryburg Skou      
19   Alleras Stoetveiling, Vryburg Landbouskou  
22   Afsnydatum vir Junie joernaal advert. 
24   Raadsvergadering (Lichtenburg)
24-26   Lichtenburg Skou     

MEI
2   Sale of the Greys (Kroonstad)     
14   Produksieveiling - Allen du Buys   
14–17    Nampo (Bothaville)
18  R10 Genetic met Ambassadeurs (Bella Bella 11:00) 
21  KZN Blueblood Brahmane    
23   Loriza Veiling      
24 Mei-2 Jun Royal Skou      
26–31  Rustenburg Skou     
JUNIE
8   Best of Both Veiling (Parys Afridome)  
8   Limpopo Streekopleidingsdag   
18   Raadsvergadering (Pretoria)
24   Afsnydatum Augustus Joernaal advert.
JULIE
4   Willie Becker (Dendron)    
3-6   Ellisras Skou      
4   Mega Meat Sale     
23   Ou Transvaal Veiling (Cullinun)   
25-27   Thabazimbi Skou      
25   Brandwater (Hot) (Fouriesburg)   
31   OTVL Bulveiling      
AUGUSTUS
1   Best of Both (Tarkastad)    
8-10   Letaba Expo      
15–17   Warmbad Skou     
21   Bos Blanco Veiling     
26   Afsnydatum Oktober Joernaal vir advert.
27   Dicke Brahman Eastern Cape Production Sale                                                                                                                     

SEPTEMBER
2  Raadsvergadering (Pretoria)
3–8  Pretoria Skou     
4  Algemene Jaarvergadering (Pretoria Skougronde) 14:00
4–7   Swartlandskou     
10   HJW Brahmane (Wolmaranstad)   
12          Osterloh Brahman Bull Sale (Komga)  
12   Vryburg Stoetvee Vereniging Alle Ras Bulveiling 
7–13   Hartland Skou      
17–19   Swartruggens Skou     
19-21  Standerton Hoëveldfees    
18–21   Agri Mega Week        
26   Noordkaap Brahmanklub Veiling   
27 Sept–4Okt  Windhoek Skou B
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