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Pre Congress Property Tour. 9-15 May 2016

On the evening of 8 May the tour group of 24 international 
visitors from 6 different countries were entertained by ABBA 
President Shane and Sandra Bishop at our hotel in Brisbane. 
The Southern Africa group consisted of Leonie & Wessel, 
Hannes & Paula Liebenberg, Mecki & Brigitte Schneider and 
Leonard Morakaladi & Kenneth Makubate from Botswana.

The next day we took a flight to Prosepine 600km north 
of Rockhampton to commence our tour visiting stud and 
commercial Breeders. The tour also included a one day visit 
to the Great Barrier Reef with the group challenging their skills 
snorkelling the reef.

Highlights of the tour included mustering cattle by helicopter 
and on horseback, visiting 7 stud and 2 commercial breeders 
giving us the opportunity to experience their cattle and breeding 
objectives and opening their homes with Aussie hospitality. 
Every evening we were welcomed and entertained at our hotel 
by different groups of breeders

The first question asked on our return was, “What do you think 
of their Brahman” In short my comments are as follows:

• A large portion of Australia falls within the sub-tropical and 
tropical region with a further large portion in arid country. 
Brahman stud, commercial and Brahman crosses dominate 
the cattle numbers in these regions with big demand for 
genetics, stud and commercial bulls

• Australia has 3% of the world cattle inventory, 26 million, 
versus South Africa 14 million.

• Australia produces 4% of the world beef supply and is the 
third largest beef exporter in the world. Steers are mainly 
grass fed up to the age of 30 months(600kg). 

• Brahman cattle are strongly aligned to export markets. 
Large numbers are exported by ship to Asian markets

• Participation in genetic and genomic programmes is a 
priority 

• We noticed strong focus on temperament, udders & teats, 
fertility and mobility

• Substantial number of poled genetics established

w e s s e l  h at t i n g h

The privilage to attend The Brahman World Congress in Australia has certaily been 
one of the highlights of our lives. My advise to you as a Brahman Breeder, if it is not 
on your bucket list to attend one or more future events, make sure that you include 

it and  mark it as a priority.

World Congress
BRAHMAN

Australia, 9-21 May 2016
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Africa with Mr Mecki Schneider from Namibia as chairman 
is now working effectively with good progress being made to 
further genetic improvement for the breed

International Genetic Evaluation

• Preliminary reports on multi-country evaluation where 
produced during October 2015. The results, challenges 
and way forward where discussed with valuable input 
from the scientists Dr Brad Cook(ABRI) and Dr David 
Johnston(AGBU)

International Genomic co-operation – BGP

• Input and progress from all participants were given including 
a presentation from Mr Thys Meyer from SA.

• All participants agreed to the exchange of genomic results 
to avoid duplication of tests.

• We also identified and negotiated costs of 5 Australian 
Sires to be used as linkage bulls in our Brahman Genomic 
Programme. Wayne Porter instrumental in the selection 
process and will communicate further in due coarse.

World Brahman Federation meeting. 17 May 2016

The above meeting was attended by all participants with a 
number of discussions  to further the interest of Brahman.

The 2018 World Congress will be hosted by Columbia and the 
2020 Congress by Paraguay.

18th Brahman World Congress, Rockhampton, Australia. 
16-21 May 2016

The congress was well attended with 400 plus registrations 
from 12 different countries, each delegate received a copy of 
edition 1 and 2 of our Brahman Supplements. The congress 
programme included a conference, Brahman Show stud and 
commercial sale, visits to two AI collection centres, Led steer 
hoof &hook competition and a one day visit to nearby stud 
breeders.

During the conference Wessel presented an overview of 
Brahman in South Africa and Mecki an overview of Brahman 
in Namibia. Dr Michael Bradfield was one of the conference 
speakers delivering a presentation on: “The opportunities for 
and benefits of international collaboration in genetic evaluation 
and genomics.”  

The congress social programme included evening entertainment 
with the gala farewell dinner being the highlight where we were 
given the opportunity to handover gifts to Shane & Sandra 
Bishop and to John & Nola Croaker. John Croaker one of the 
legends of the Brahman World announced his retirement at the 
end of the year.

International Brahman Breed Improvement Forum meeting. 17 
May 2016

The forum established during the 2014 Congress in South 
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Genetic linkage is established by the use of common animals 
across herds. To compare animals from different environments, 
herds must have some performance recorded progeny from 
common animals (typically common sires), which are used to 
benchmark one herd against another. Genetic linkage is also 
important within a herd, to compare animals born in different 
years and raised in different contemporary groups. At the within-
herd level, link sires provide linkage between contemporary 
groups and dams can provide additional genetic linkage across 
years. 

To demonstrate this effect, take a look at three groups of calves 
in three different herds.  With each group having their own sire, 
there is no possible way to compare the calves because they 
are each reared in a different environment, which influences 
their performance differently.  When each of these herds 
use the same AI sire, and the calves of the two sires are 
weighed together, the calves are then compared head-
to-head in their respective groups.  They are ranked with-
in their contemporary group, which will leave each calf with a 
value describing it’s position relative to the group average (let 
us assume the group average weight is 220kg). 

Each of the three groups of calves will be ranked in the same 
way in their herds.  It will now be possible to position the 
calves of the Own sire relative to the calves of the Link 
sire.  So if you use a simple mathematical comparison, you can 
say that where the calves of the Own sires in each herd ranks 
above the calves of the Link sire, their performance is “better” 
and they will receive a higher growth EBV, and where they rank 
below the calves of the Link sire, their performance is poorer 
and they will receive a lower growth EBV. 

 * The reason you can make this observation is because 
the performance of the calves from the Link sire remains 
the same in each herd, because the genetic potential 
passed on from the sire to the calves remains the same.

Demonstrating the ranking with-in a Contemporary Group

Calf Sire Weight Difference from 
Average

Ranking

1 Own 240 +20 2
2 Own 190 -30 4
3 Link 250 +30 1
4 Own 200 -20 3

GThe importance of
Genetic Linkage

One of the most important components of the BREEDPLAN analysis is the ability 
to compare the performance and the resulting Estimated Breeding Values (EBVs) 
of animals running under different conditions. This is achieved through the use of 

“genetic linkage”. 

*For the purpose of the exercise the dam’s 
genetic contribution was left out.
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growing human population demands, increases the risk of 
spread – especially within the herd. Much reliance is on visual 
observation (the abortion), vaccination (which is seen by many 
as an unnecessary cost) and the assumption that if the herd 
is ‘closed’, no disease outbreaks will take place. Attention to 
biosecurity principles when making animal additions receives 
little attention and is often neglected.

The exact current prevalence of brucellosis amongst cattle 
herds in South Africa is unknown. One of the main reasons 
for this state of affairs is that the number of cattle that are 
subjected to annual serological testing as a fraction of the total 
cattle population is also unknown. We need, as a matter of 
urgency, seriously address the current brucellosis status of the 
national herd and deal with it efficiently. Failure to do so will 
make future control and eradication more difficult and costly. 
To eradicate or control bovine brucellosis at least nine hurdles 
need to be overcome:

HURDLE 1: LACK OF CONSUMER AWARENESS TOWARDS 
BRUCELLOSIS AND FOOD SAFETY
It is generally assumed that most commercially produced dairy 
products have been pasteurized somewhere during the process 
to yield a final end product that is free of viable pathogenic 
microorganisms like Brucella abortus bovis. Yet many informal 
smaller scale operations with herds of unknown brucellosis 
status still widely trade in dairy products like raw milk, cheese 
and maas that have not undergone pasteurization. Whereas 
the average consumer is aware of the term ‘food safety’, he 
or she often does not know what it entails, and least of all, the 
meaning and consequences of infection by Brucella abortus 
bovis. Food from domestic ruminant origin where grass and 
grain byproducts have been transformed to edible products 
need to gain more consumer trust. The presence of brucellosis 
is harmful in this regard.

HURDLE 2: LACK OF EARLY DIAGNOSTIC SENSITIVITY 
OF BRUCELLOSIS IN HUMANS BY THE MEDICAL 
PROFESSION IN SOUTH AFRICA
The number of people currently suffering from brucellosis 
(undulant fever, wisselkoors, malta fever) in South Africa is 

ABSTRACT
To overcome some of the hurdles in the way of successfully 
controlling and eventually eradicating bovine brucellosis in 
South Africa we need to increase consumer awareness on 
brucellosis as a dangerous zoonotic disease and increase the 
accuracy of the diagnosis of human brucellosis (undulant fever) 
through increased awareness amongst the medical profession. 
Amongst farmers brucellosis needs to be de-stigmatized to gain 
better cooperation towards eradication. We need to deal more 
efficiently with latently infected calves from carrier dams, create 
a better understanding of the epidemiology and transmission of 
the disease in cattle herds amongst farmers and create a better 
understanding of the position and role of vaccines as part of the 
biosecurity plan. There is a need for different control measures 
based on serial serological data between vaccinated and 
unvaccinated herds. Stricter control on cattle movement and 
trading is needed to stem the spread of brucellosis. Guidance 
of farmers with onfarm biosecurity measures and working 
towards adoption once the herd is diagnosed with brucellosis 
is a necessity. All these measures demand a concerted effort 
by the State, the veterinary and medical professions and cattle 
farming communities.

INTRODUCTION
Brucellosis is the most important zoonosis in terms of human 
suffering and is a true zoonosis in that almost all human cases 
are acquired from animals – in particular from cattle goats and 
sheep9, 12, 19. Humans are highly susceptible and become infected 
through ingestion of raw, unpasteurized milk and cheese, 
contact with infective material (lochia, fetal membranes) from 
infected cows, sheep or goats through the conjunctiva, wounds 
or by accidental ingestion – significantly affecting the quality 
of life of the infected person. Several studies have shown that 
eradicating brucellosis in animal reservoirs remains the most 
cost-efficient way to control human brucellosis15, 19.

Current disease control and prevention strategies employed 
by management in the majority of cattle herds - in particular 
for bovine brucellosis - are often inadequate and do not 
always conform to sound biosecurity principles. Intensification, 
especially in modern dairy herds with a higher population 
density for higher production requirements to meet today’s 

Biosecurity in the SADC subregion
D R .  w i l l e m  a .  s c h u lt h e i s s

Bovine Brucellosis
Some hurdles in the way of
successful control of

IN SOUTH AFRICA
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Infected bulls may shed B abortus in the ejaculate. Brucellosis 
is transmitted from herd to herd through the movement of 
infected cattle. Infected cows remain chronically infected for 
life, with infection localizing in the udder and lymph nodes.

Brucella bacteria can survive in dry soil for up to 1-2 months, 
in aborted fetuses in the shade and in water contaminated by 
feces for up to 8 months, and for 3-4 months in feces4, 7, 12.

To limit spread in an infected herd, seropositive and negative 
cattle should be separated - at least before and until 40 days 
post-partum. In dairies positive cows should be milked last 
followed by thorough disinfection of the milking parlour and 
equipment.

HURDLE 6: UNDERSTANDING VACCINATION AGAINST 
BOVINE BRUCELLOSIS
The Bovine Brucellosis scheme was launched by the 
Directorate of Animal Health in South Africa in 1979 which 
included compulsory vaccination of all heifers in accordance 
with the Animal Diseases Act (Act 35/ 1984) between the age 
of 4 and 8 months with Brucella S19 vaccine (Reg. no.G0101 
Act 36/ 1947)1, 5.  This is especially important if the prevalence 
is high amongst the cattle population `and control measures in 
surrounding areas are not up to standard – as is currently the 
case in South Africa 13, 14.

Vaccination at an age younger than 4 months will lead to a poor 
immune response due to interference by maternal antibodies 
derived form colostrum22. Follow-up vaccination with S19 
vaccine or its use in bovines older than 8 months is prohibited by 
law because it will lead to false positive serological test results 
– clouding the diagnostic process1, 4, 7, 13.  It is estimated that in 
2010 fewer than 17% of the about 1.4 million heifers surviving 
to the age of 4 months in SA received the S19 vaccine, which 
is disappointing. However, it is possible that the fraction could 
be somewhat higher due to the use of RB-51 (Reg. no. G3056 
Act 36/1947) as the first calfhood vaccination in some heifers 
instead.

For vaccination to contribute significantly to control and 
eradication programs, more than 80% of the population must 
be vaccinated 13, 14.

Vaccination on its own without a sound testing, elimination 
and biosecurity protocol cannot and will never lead to the 
control of brucellosis. Unfortunately some producers are under 
the impression that vaccination is total biosecurity - without 
realizing that it only forms a part of it. Vaccination can, at best, 
help prevent unrestricted multiplication of Brucella organisms in 
the uterus and mammary glands and decrease the number of 
abortions and the associated losses following exposure to the 
field strain – lowering the risk of environmental contamination8, 

9, 10 and increased risk of infection.

No absolute protection is conferred by any of the brucellosis 
vaccines even if administered more than once4, 13, 15.  A single 
brucellosis vaccination only confers protection against abortion 
in approximately 70% of vaccinates4, 7, 14. To address the 
remaining ~30%, heifers should be revaccinated with RB-
51 to increase the level of protection against abortion in the 
population5, 10, 13 – without the risk of false positive serological 
test results16, 21. Protection against abortion is improved, yet 

unknown. The non-specific symptoms of brucellosis in humans 
are easily confused with those of common flu – hence it is likely 
to be under diagnosed12, 18, 19. Symptoms include chronic joint 
and muscle pain, undulent fever, fatique, depression, bouts of 
night sweat, orchitis and abortions. Symptoms often overlooked 
are chronic lower back ache, hepatitis, inflammation of the 
heart valves and meningitis.

Should the demographic and geographic prevalence of 
brucellosis in humans become known, it will create a greater 
awareness of this serious zoonosis, prompting swifter and 
more decisive action from both the medical and veterinary 
professions.

HURDLE 3: BRUCELLOSIS IN THE HERD IS A STIGMA FOR 
THE CATTLE PRODUCER
The presence of Brucella infection in a herd is often kept 
confidential and cattle owners will seldom divulge the status 
of their herd for the fear of trade resistance with a resultant 
lower income2. Neighbors who are unaware of the status of 
surrounding herds cannot increase their vigilance and sharpen 
their biosecurity measures. This may increase the risk of 
spread to the neighbor’s herd. What can, unfortunately not be 
destigmatized for understandable reasons, is the fact that the 
presence of bovine brucellosis in the national herd leads to a 
limitation of our access to international markets.

HURDLE 4: LATENTLY INFECTED CATTLE ARE SELDOM 
IDENTIFIED
It is likely that the offspring of a Brucella carrier dam will all be 
permanent carriers of the disease – without yielding a positive 
serological test. Many extensively farmed cattle herds do not 
apply a sound individual identification system and parentage 
determination is therefore virtually impossible.

If a cow is found to be serologically positive, two questions 
remain: When was she infected and how many of her offspring 
that were conceived after infection, are still present in the herd? 
We must assume that 100% of offspring from carrier cows will 
be latently infected.

Current serological tests cannot identify the latently infected 
bovine. Implementation of a test that measures cellular immunity 
like the brucelin skin test, based on a delayed hypersensitivity 
reaction that measures cellular immunity, could be considered 
for all replacement heifers prior to the first vaccination at age 
4-8 months to identify the latently infected animal. This test is 
currently not available in South Africa 5, 7.

HURDLE 5: POOR UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
TRANSMISSION OF BOVINE BRUCELLOSIS
The source and transmission of a Brucella infection seldom 
ever becomes known and mostly remains a permanent mystery 
once the herd is diagnosed as serologically positive.

Prevention of infection by exposure to the brucella bacterium 
should receive the same attention to detail and diligence as 
vaccination sometimes does 4, 7. Transmission of B abortus to 
susceptible cattle involves them ingesting organisms excreted 
in uterine products at and after calving.

Brucella abortus bovis may also be present in colostrum or milk. 
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trends of serum antibody concentrations between vaccinated 
and unvaccinated cows.

Some large dairy herd managers prefer not to have individual 
serological test performed on the entire herd on an annual 
basis because of the negative effect handling may have on milk 
yield. They rely on the MRT test performed by the milk buyer. 
The sensitivity of the MRT performed on milk samples from 
individual cows is 99.3%, but decreases to 24.8% to detect 
one positive cow in the bulk tank with milk from 399 negative 
cows5.  Today most dairy herds are double or more the size and 
considerable time may go by before a positive MRT emerges – 
time during which the infection can spread within the herd7.  It 
is therefore recommended that both the monthly MRT on bulk 
milk and annual serology is performed.

HURDLE 8: CATTLE TRADE AND MOVEMENT
The increased financial means of a growing middle class has 
seen an increased purchase of cattle by smaller scale farmers 
from larger more intensive commercial cattle operations 
through auctions. The status of cattle for sale is almost always 
questionable. Using a negative serological test performed on 
the entire herd sometime in the past is as meaningless as a 
very recent negative result for the cattle (sometimes selected, 
a fraction of the herd) presented at the sale.  Buyers do not 
realize the consequences of the biohazard when buying cattle 
with an uncertain or questionable disease status.

HURDLE 9: ON-FARM BIOSECURITY MEASURES SELDOM 
MONITORED OR ENFORCED IN INFECTED HERDS
Once brucellosis is diagnosed on a farm, the particular farming 
system should be evaluated and appropriate measures should 
be put in place to contain the further spread of the disease 
not only to neighboring farms, but also in the herd itself.  
Quarantine measures alone to prevent movement of cattle from 
the farm other than for the purposes of slaughter under a ‘red 
cross’ permit are not sufficient. This may prevent the spread of 
disease from the infected herd to neighboring herds, but does 
nothing to prevent the spread within the infected herd. It is 
imperative that during an outbreak of brucellosis an immediate 
plan of action is drawn up and executed based on a thorough 
on-farm survey of cattle grouping, flow, housing and handling 
facilities. Too often the on-farm management of infected herds 
remains as before with very few serious attempts to prevent 
the spread of infection resulting in continuous new infections - 
despite regular, timely removal of positive serological reactors. 
This is especially so in herds with a high population density per 
land area.

Recommendations by the state veterinarian following detection 
of infection in a herd should be adhered to strictly1.  Serological 
tests should be performed with a 2-3 month interval to assess 
exposure to brucella field strain and results of implemented 
control measures.

Should positive cattle remain in a herd as allowed for various 
reasons by the state veterinarian, it is essential that, apart from 
more specific recommendations, the following be adhered to, 
amongst others 1, 21.  Avoid calving on grass camps where a 
buildup of infection will occur. Positive cattle should calve 
separately on removable bedding on surfaces that should be 

vaccinated cattle will still mobilize an antibody response when 
challenged by the field strain. It is unknown if these vaccinated 
cattle will become permanent brucellosis carriers and for how 
long the serological test will remain positive.  An overwhelming, 
persistent infection will overcome the protection against 
abortion15.

Peer reviewed, well designed, large treatment-control challenge 
studies to determine the length of protection against abortion 
following a single calfhood vaccination do not exist.  If a dairy 
heifer was last vaccinated at age 4-8 months, bred at age 15 
months and maintained an idealistic intercalving period of 365 
days, she will be 5 years of age when completing her third 
lactation - 4½ years after vaccination. Whether the degree of 
protection against abortion remains the same is questionable. 
Most modern dairy cows, however,  do not remain in the herd 
that long and are culled after the third or fourth lactation. In 
beef or low producing dairy cows life expectancy is longer 
and one need to consider revaccination with RB-51 vaccine 
from 4-5 years of age6. This presents problems because 
with a target open period of about 90 days between calving 
and reconception the use of a live bacterial vaccine can be 
problematic. Vaccination during the first 30 days post partum in 
cows still experiencing a more severe negative energy balance, 
the desired protection against abortion may not be achieved. 
Vaccination too close to expected conception may interfere 
with fertilization and conception. As a calfhood vaccine RB-
51 localizes in reticulo-endothelial tissues and is cleared from 
lymph nodes draining the site of vaccination by approximately 
80-100 days, but it is not known for how long, following 
vaccination, conception may be interfered with.

The use of RB-51 as an aid to achieve seronegativity deserves 
to be mentioned. There is ample and strong evidence that 
the use of RB-51 simultaneously with prevention of infection 
(test, slaughter, isolation, sanitation) will lead to a clean herd 
sooner3, 11, 17.  Adult vaccination, as recommended by the state 
veterinarian, should be executed without delay. RB-51 has 
been used successfully in this regard without affecting future 
serological monitoring6, 7, 18.

HURDLE 7: INTERPRETING SEROLOGICAL TESTS
Acquired cellular immunity through vaccination with a live 
Brucella vaccine does not prevent the humeral immune system 
to produce antibodies when challenged by the field strain later 
on.  A positive Rose Bengal or milk ring test (MRT) as screening 
test or complement fixation test (CFT) as a confirmatory test are 
merely indication that the bovine was exposed to the field strain 
that led to the mobilization of an immune response against the 
Brucella antigen20.  It does not categorically indicate that such 
bovine has become a permanent carrier of the disease.

A post-vaccination challenge by the virulent Brucella abortus 
bovis field strain of cattle that obtained protection against 
abortion through vaccination will undoubtedly lead to a positive 
serological test. This is understandable because vaccination 
does not paralyze the humeral immune system. Once a 
vaccinated female is found to be serologically positive it is most 
often not subjected to any further serological testing again.  
This does not enable us to evaluate the trend in antibody titers 
over time. No peer reviewed data exist on the difference in 
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disinfected after calving7.  Do not feed colostrum of serologically 
positive dams to calves from negative dams4.  Remove and 
incinerate all infective material like afterbirths and aborted 
material before scavengers can get hold of it. Viable brucella 
organisms can be excreted through the feces and in this way 
contribute to the spread of infection3, 6.

In infected herds insect control is of vital importance.  Because 
it has been shown that calves can be vaccinated successfully 
by administering S19 vaccine into the conjunctival sac, it is 
possible that flies feeding on infected material could infect 
cattle of all ages via this route. Exposure to only 1,000 brucella 
bacteria (1x103 organisms) can cause infection. Lochia can 
contain 1x109 or more brucella organisms per mℓ.  From this 
information it becomes logical that flies play an important role in 
the spread of brucellosis – especially during warm, wet climatic 
conditions that South Africa has been experiencing lately in 
many of the provinces.  As little as one millionth (103 ÷ 109 = 
10-6) of a mℓ of lochia fluid, easily transmitted by flies, could 
be infective. Fly worry is not uncommon on farms – especially 
in calf rearing facilities. It is possible that an overwhelming 
infection in this way could overwhelm maternal induced 
protection. Vaccination of already positive calves will not be 
curative.

Use separate utensils (e.g. wheelbarrows, spades) for each 
of the sero-negative and seropositive cattle groups on a farm. 
Clean water and feeding facilities regularly to remove possible 
contamination by birth fluids.

CONCLUSION
Before brucellosis can be eradicated form the South African 
cattle herd, it needs to be controlled first. This demands a 
collective effort from the State, its Veterinary Services, private 
veterinarians, the para-veterinary professions, cattle farmers 
and all sectors of the formal as well as informal beef and 
dairy industries as well as the consumer. The most successful 
brucellosis regulatory programs combine vaccination, sanitation 
and test-and-removal procedures
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Tipe voer Kruip
Kg

Afrond
Kg

Droogte
Kg

Voermol SB 100 150 150 150
Voermol HPK 36 150 --- 25
Voermol Melassemeel 120 120 120
Mieliegruis 600 500 250
Hooi --- 100 400
Totaal 1 020 870 945

1. Raak betyds ontslae van surplus diere.  Indien dit te laat 
gedoen word, is daar ‘n ooraanbod en is pryse gewoonlik 
laag.

2. Surplus diere moet verkieslik mark-klaar wees.  Sodoende 
sal ‘n beter prys gerealiseer word.

3. Hou diere solank as moontlik aan die gang met lekaan-
vulling op veldweiding.  Deur hooi aan weidende diere te 
voer, vervang dit die weiding en verhoog voerkoste.

4. Laat diere toe om eers gewig te verloor voordat met 
oorlewingsvoeding begin word.  ‘n Ligter dier benodig 
minder nutriënte vir onderhoud.

5. Koop oorlewingsvoer aan teen die laagste koste per 
eenheid energie.  Hooi is laag in energie en laag 
verteerbaar gevolglik duur as ‘n oorlewingsvoer.

6. Maak seker voeding is deurgaans gebalanseerd.  
Sodoende is benutting doeltreffend.

7. Speen kalwers vroeg (30 tot 60 dae vroeër as normaal), 
sodoende benodig die koeie minder voer en herstel beter 
vir die volgende teelseisoen.

8. Gee kalwers toegang tot ‘n kruipvoer.

Aanvullings en voere om te oorweeg vir die winter en/of tydens 
droogte-toestaande wanneer beskikbaarheid van weiding/voer 
beperkend is.

Produksielekke
Gee as aanvulling wanneer die volume weiding beperkend 
is.
Voermol Produksielek(V10108) Klaargemeng.  Aanbevole 
inname 1.5 – 1.6kg/bees/dag.

Voermol Super 18(V355) Klaargemeng. Voer teen 1.5 - 2kg/
bees/dag.

Voermol Premix 450 (V4676) Meng met gelyke dele mieliemeel 
en/of melassemeel.  Aanbevole inname 1.5 – 1.6kg/bees/dag.

Voerinstruksies
Kruipvoer.  Voer aan ongespeende kalwers agter kruiphekke.

Afrond. Volledige voer vir die afronding van uitskotkoeie, osse 
en speenkalwers (>250kg).

Droogte. Voer ad lib. as enigste voer aan diere vir onderhoud.

Voer van hooi
Tydens tye van voerskaarste is hooi geweldig duur en moet 
sinvol gevoer word.  Hooi is laag in proteïen en laag verteerbaar.  
Hooi moet dus met ‘n proteïenlek aangevul word om dit meer 
doeltreffend te benut.

Een van die probleme is vermorsing. Om vermorsing te 
voorkom kan die hooi gemaal word.  Die maal van hooi is egter 
tydrowend, duur en ‘n baie onaangename taak.

‘n Ander opsie is om die hooi met Voermol LS 33 te benat.  
Sodoende maak dit die hooi smaaklik en verlaag sodoende 
vermorsing. Voermol LS 33 vul terselfdertyd die nodige 
proteïen, spoorminerale en Vit. A aan.

Meng- en voerinstruksies
• Meng Voermol LS 33 met gelyke dele water.
• Giet 1ℓ van die oplossing oor sowat 10kg hooi.
• of, giet in die “oop” van die baal voordat die baal gebreek 

word.
• Geen addisionele lek is nodig nie.

Kruipvoer en volledige voere

u l R i c h  m ü l l e R ,  Vo e r m o l  Vo e r e

Tydens tye van voerskaarste is dit vir veeboere noodsaaklik om die regte besluite 
vroegtydig te neem.  Sake waaroor besluite geneem moet word is

onder meer die volgende:

Voedingsbestuur
tydens tye van voerskaarste
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Promosie en bemarking is een van die belangrikste fasette 
van enige besigheid.  Die beeld wat na buite uitgestraal word, 
bepaal jou toekomstige sukses van jou bedryf en daarom is 
dit vir ons as Raad krities belangrik om seker te maak dat ons 
“BRAND” uitgedra word en dat ons aan voornemende beleggers 
in Brahmane, kommersiële Brahman kopers, beesbedryf in die 
algemeen en die buitewêreld vertoon en inlig waarmee ons 
besig is.  Ons is trots om te vertel en te vertoon waarheen ons 
met die Brahmane in Suid-Afrika oppad is.

Huidig kan ons trots wees op die suksesse en welvaart wat 
daar in ons ras bestaan en dit word deurgaans bewys deur die 
vraag na ons beeste in Suid-Afrika en so ook uit ons buurlande.  
Ons beeste het tydens die 2016 seisoen besonderse pryse op 
veilings behaal en so weet  ons dat daar baie beeste privaat 
van die hand gesit  word wat ‘n teken is dat daar ‘n groot vraag 
na ons beeste is.  Daar is die afgelope jaar, volgens ons rekords 
baie Brahmane na ons buurlande Botswana, Namibië, Zambië, 
Mosambiek en Zimbabwe uitgevoer.  Die vraag na ons beeste 
kan grootliks toegeskryf word aan die besonderse manier 
waarop ons, ons ras deur verskillende kanale reklameer en 
promofeer.   Ons dank aan al die kopers, telers, borge, media-
vennote en ander vennote van die Brahman vir almal se bydae 
om die waardevolle ras so te promofeer en te bemark.

Ons spreek dan ook ons dank aan ons opleiding- en 
rasverbeteringskomitees uit wat seker maak dat die produk wat 
ons moet bemark bemarkbaar is. Dit is maklik om ‘n produk te 
bemark wat op standaard is en waarvoor daar ‘n vraag in die 
mark is.

Promosie bestaan dus uit verskillende fasette en ek lig ‘n 
paar van die hoofpunte uit wat ons dan ook as Raad probeer 
aanspreek.

REKLAME deur middel van media 

Ons grootste dank aan Jan van Zyl met die dryf van die bylaag.  
Ons het dit reggekry om bylaag 3 van 7 die jaar die lig te laat 
sien.   Die reklame wat deur die bylaag gemaak word is van 
onskatbare waarde en ons dank al ons vennote vir hulle insette 
met die samestelling en verspreiding van die bylaag.  Telers 
wat van die geleentheid gebruik gemaak het om hulle kuddes 
in die bylaag te adverteer, praat met lof van die positiewe 
resultate en terugvoer wat hulle hierdeur ontvang het.  Volgens 
ons telers was dit uit en uit die moeite werd en was dit geld 
goed gespandeer.  

Promotion and marketing are the most imported aspects of 
any business. The image projected to the outside world large 
determines the success of your industry and it is therefore of 
the utmost importance to Council to ensure that our BRAND 
is effectively projected to potential investors in Brahman, 
commercial Brahman buyers, the beef industry at large and in 
general to let the outside world know what it is that we are busy 
with.  We are proud to say and show the world where we are 
headed with Brahman in South Africa.  

We are proud of the success and prosperity currently evident in 
our breed which is proved by the demand for our cattle in South 
Africa as well as neighbouring countries.  During the course 
of the 2016 season our cattle fetched outstanding prices at 
sales and we know that many cattle are being sold privately 
which points to a keen demand for our cattle.  According to our 
records cattle have during the course of the year been exported 
to the following countries ie Botswana, Namibia, Zambia, 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe.  The demand for our cattle is 
large attributable to our unique way of promoting it by way of 
many different channels.  Thank you to all buyers, breeders, 
sponsors, media and other partners of the Brahman for your 
esteemed contribution in the promotion and marketing of our 
bred.

Thank you as well to our Training and Breed Improvement 
Committee for ensuring that our product is indeed marketable.  
It is indeed a pleasure to market a quality product suited to the 
market where it is being promoted.

Promotion is made up of a variety of facets – allow me to highlight 
the following which your Council is at present addressing.

PROMOTION by virtue of the media
Many thanks to Jan van Zyl for his input in regard to the 
supplement.  We succeeded in publishing the 3rd supplement 
in a series of 7 during this year.  Promotion derived from these 
supplements is virtually immeasurable and we thank our 
partners for their input in the compilation and distribution of 
the supplement.  Breeders that had advertised their herds in 
these supplements are most satisfied with the positive results 
obtained and the feedback received from their customers.  
According to our breeders it was well worth it and money well 
spent.

Promosieverslag
PROMOTIONAL REPORT 2016

w i l l e m  b a R n a R D
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You may very well calculate for yourself the number of readers 
of these supplements given the following distribution figures:

Landbouweekblad 40000
Farmers’ Weekly 22000
Stockfarm 9000 
Veeplaas 13000
Farmers Magazine Botswana 7000
Zambia 2000

We appeal to breeders to obtain copies of the supplement from 
the office for distribution in your area at workshops, shows and 
farmers days.  The content is not only directed at Brahman and 
could serve as a valuable source of reference for any potential 
or existing cattle farmer.

SHOWS
Shows are synonymous with the stud industry and serves as 
platform to expose the breed, its policy and its future objectives.  
Brahman participated at the following shows - Ellisras, Hartland, 
Lichtenburg, Parys Expo, Pretoria, Royal, Thabazimbi, 
Standerton, Tzaneen and Vryburg. Our cattle performed well in 
the interbreed competitions at these shows.

The Brahman also strutted its stuff at the first Alfa National 
Interbreed competition where a Brahman bull was appointed 
the first ever Alfa National Interbreed champion as well as the 
Gold Cup winner in the interbreed competition.

The following were interbreed winners at various shows that 
were invited to participate at the Alfa national interbreed 
competition:

1) LT11-1: Interbreed cow Lepalale (Ellisras) – Bosveldfees – 
2016. Breeder Mr Louis Trichardt of ELTRICHA Brahman 
stud,  Alma.

2) BON14-47: Junior and Interbreed female at Jacaranda 
Show (Pretoria) – 2016.  Breeder Fanie van der Merwe and 
Andries Marx of BONVU-Brahmane at Vereeniging.

3) BAR 13-80:  Interbreed bull a Letaba Show (Tzaneen) – 
2016 Breeder is Willem and Adri Barnard from WILBAR-
Brahmane, Mokopane.

4) BON14-5: Junior interbreed bull at Jacaranda Show – 
2016. Breeder Fanie van der Merwe and Andries Marx of 
Bonvu Brahmane – Vereeniging. 

The Brahman bull BAR 13-80 was awarded Interbreed senior 
champion and Gold cup winner of ALFA Expo 2016.

The Brahman Expo was the highlight of all shows of the year 
where we indeed showed the industry what cattle should look 
like.  Congratulations to all breeders that were involved on the 
excellent quality of your animals.  Please refer to the show 
results published further on.

Thank you to all the various shows in the country as well as 
organisers that make it possible for us to show our cattle. 

U kan vir uself dink hoeveel mense het ons deur die bylaag 
bereik as die verspreiding as volg is.  

Landbouweekblad 40000      
Farmers’ Weekly 22000
Stockfarm 9000      
Veeplaas 13000
Farmers Magazine Botswana 7000       
Zambië 2000

Ons doen ‘n beroep op ons telers om van die bylaes by die 
kantoor te bestel om dit in u streke en tydens werkswinkels, 
skoue en boeredae te versprei.   Die inhoud is nie net Brahman 
gerig nie maar dit is ‘n waardevolle verwysingsbron vir enige 
beesboer en voornemende beesboer.

SKOUE
Skou is sinoniem met die stoetbedryf en skou is die platform 
waar daar aan die publiek en die bedryf gewys word waarheen 
‘n Genootskap met sy ras oppad is.  So was daar dan ook 
Brahmane op die volgende streeks– en provinsiale skoue 
geskou en uitgestal: Ellisras, Hartland, Lichtenburg, Parys 
Expo, Pretoria, Royal, Thabazimbi, Standerton, Tzaneen en 
Vryburg.  Ons diere het ook baie goed gevaar in die intrerras 
kompetisies tydens die skoue.

Die Brahman het ook die afgelope jaar sy man gestaan toe daar 
verskeie Brahmane wat interras wenners op verskillende skoue 
was wat na die eerste Alfa Nasionale Interras kompetise genooi 
is.  Tydens die interras kompetisies is ‘n Brahmanbul aangewys 
as die eerste Alfa Nasionale Interraskampioen asook die Goue 
beker wenner in die Interras kompetisie.

Brahmane wat interras wenners op verskillende skoue was, 
wat aan die Alfa nasionale interras kompetisie genooi en 
deelgeneem het was:

1) LT11-1: Van Mnr Louis Trichardt van die ELTRICHA 
Brahman stoet van Alma was Interraskoei Lepalale 
(Ellisras) – Bosveldfees – 2016.

2) BON14-47:  Van Mnre Fanie van der Merwe en Andries 
Marx van BONVU-Brahmane te Vereeniging. Junior en 
Interras vroulike wenner te Jacaranda Skou (Pretoria) – 
2016.  

3) BAR13-80: Van Willem en Adri Barnard van WILBAR-
Brahmane te Mokopane. Interras bul te Letaba-skou 
(Tzaneen) – 2016.

4) BON14-5 Van Mnre Fanie van der Merwe en Andries Marx 
van Bonvu Brahane – Vereeniging. Junior interras bul te 
Jacaranda Skou – 2016.

Die Brahman Bul BAR 13-80 is aangewys as die Alfa Expo se 
nasionale Interras senior kampioen en Goue beker wenner van 
2016.

Die Brahman Expo was dan ook die hoogtepunt van al die 
skoue van die jaar en hier het ons die beesbedryf gewys hoe 
beeste moet lyk.   Ek wens al die telers wat betrokke was baie 
geluk met die vertoning van uitstaande gehalte en top diere.  
Sien die skou uitslae soos gepubliseer in die bylaag.

‘n Groot dank word uitgespreek teenoor al die organiseerders 
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YOUTH SHOWS
Our breeders are also actively involved in youth shows – more 
feedback will be provided in journal.

PRESIDENT’S DINNER
At the past President’s dinner various 
breeders were honoured for achievements 
during the course of the year. Our breeders 
once again proved what can be done. A 
complete list will be published in the journal 
but I wish to highlight the following:

Llewellyn and Corrie Labuschagne re-
ceived the award for the most productive 
Brahman cow in 2016, still active, the 
oldest cow with the most natural progeny. 
The cow is  R1098-25.  She produced 20 
natural calves and 6 embryo calves that 
are registered; in total 26 of which two sets 
of twins.  Her ICP is 359 days and she is 
still in production.  Many champions and 
merit cows were bred from her progeny.

We also decided on a once off award for 
another cow that had also produced 20 

calves in her lifetime of 22 years.  Mike Bentley received this 
award for (JH 85-18).  

NATIONAL SALE
The determining factor for measuring the ultimate success of 

your business is the price fetched for 
your product.   Our national sale once 
more confirmed a keen demand for 
top Brahman animals and we thank 
our breeders for presenting animals 
of outstanding quality. Buyers could 
acquire the best genetics in the 
country. The sale was indeed a 
shop window of our industry.  You 
may find results further on in the 
supplement. Congratulations to 
Hannes Liebenberg whose cow 
fetched the highest price.

PROMOTION ITEMS (Clothing range and promotion 
items)

It was our aim to provide items that would be popular with our 
members and which they would be keen to acquire.

A number of new ideas received from our members and Karin 
who is continually busy finding new ways of extending our 
promotion range.  The new range is very popular and we are 
indeed proud to offer it to the public. Any person buying or 
wearing any of our promotional clothing range is unbeknown to 
him\her maybe, an ambassador for our breed actively engaged 
in promoting the breed.  Sales at NAMPO, the bull sale at 

van die verskeie skoue oor die land wat dit moontlik maak dat 
ons beeste vertoon kan word.  

JEUGSKOUE
Van ons telers is ook baie betrokke by ons jeugskoue en meer 
terugvoer verder in die joernaal.

PRESIDENTSDINEE
Tydens die afgelope presidentsdinee waar 
ons graag aan ons telers wat presteer 
erkenning wil gee, het ons telers weereens 
bewys wat gedoen kan word.  Sien ook in 
die uitgawe die detail terugvoer, maar ons 
wil graag van die prestasies uitlig nl: 

Llewellyn en Corrie Labuschange het 
die toekening gekry vir die die mees 
produktiewe Brahman koei 2016.  Die 
toekenning word gedoen aan die teler met 
die oudste koei wat die meeste natuurlike 
kalwers in die lewe geproduseer het en wat 
nog steeds aktief is. Die koei is R1098/25.  
Daar is van haar 20 Natuurlike kalwers 
en 6 embrio kalwers geregistreer totaal 
van 26 waarvan 2 tweelinge.  Haar TKP 
is 359 dae en sy is nog in produksie. Uit 
haar nageslag is verskeie kampioene en 
meriete koeie geproduseer.

Ons het ook besluit om ‘n eenmalige toekenning te gee vir nog 
‘n koei wat ook 20 natuurlike kalwers in haar leeftyd van 22 jaar 
geproduseer het.  Die toekenning het aan Mike Bentley gegaan 
met Koei.  (JH 85-18)

NASIONALE VEILING 
Die bepalende faktor vir die meting 
van jou sukses van jou besigheid 
is op die einde van die dag wat jy 
vir jou produk kan kry. So het ons 
nasionale veiling dan ook weer 
bewys dat daar ‘n groot vraag na 
Top Brahmane is en ons dank ons 
telers vir die besonders goeie diere 
wat hulle vir die veiling ingeskryf 
het. Die kopers kon hier van die 
beste genetika in die land bekom.  
Die veiling was regtig ‘n vertoonvenster van ons bedryf. Uitslae 
van die veilings is ook verder in die bylaag. Baie geluk aan ons 
hoogte prys vir koei van Hannes Liebenberg.

PROMOSIE ITEMS  – (Klere reeks en Promosie-items)  
Dit was ons doelstelling by Promosie om items op die rak te 
plaas wat verseker deur ons lede aangekoop sou word omdat 
hulle daarvan graag wou aanskaf.

‘n Hele paar nuwe idees het posgevat uit voorstelle vanaf 
ons lede, asook Karin wat voltyds hard daaraan werk om 
gereëld met nuwe voorstelle ons Promosie-reeks aan te 
vul en te vernuwe.  Die nuwe reeks wat saamgestel is doen 
baie goed en ons kan met trots ons artikels aan die publiek 


