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B
arry Orpen was one of the most colourful 
characters of his time in the Brahman industry. 
He was forthright and straight down the line, did 
not suffer fools but always keen and prepared 
to impart his knowledge to anyone who 

approached him.

A story goes - On arrival at the Rand Show in the late sixties/
early seventies when Brahman cattle were on a high, Barry, 
who had a stiff neck and could not turn his head, was 
reversing his vehicle and happened to reverse into a group of 
Afrikaner breeders including Attie Geldenhuis. The Afrikander 
breeders then shouted “Why don’t you look behind you?”, to 
which Barry curtly replied “I’M A BRAHMAN BREEDER – I 
ONLY LOOK FORWARD”

He was an exceptional cattleman and a perfectionist. 
Barry was one of the first Brahman breeders to import red 
Brahmans to South Africa and breed with them.

Barry Orpen was first introduced to the Brahman in 1958 
by Mr Boet Nel and Mr James Gregory, both in the Dundee/
Wasbank area.  James Gregory imported the first Brahman 
bull to South Africa from Jürgen Cranz of Namibia. Barry was 
so impressed that he went to Texas in 1959 and purchased 

BAR CIRCLE BRAhmAns
Barry Orpen

TECkLEnBuRg And
hAngIng sTOnE BRAhmAns

Bob Tecklenburg

the American champion cow, the well-known JDH Lady 
Jake Manso, as well as the reserve champion cow JDH 
Queen de Manso. The heifers purchased were mostly from 
the Hudgins Ranch.

On his first visit to the USA, Barry met the renowned red 
Brahman breeder Cy Yoakum and in 1965 Barry imported 
his first red Brahmans.

Barry was not only a dedicated Brahman breeder, he 
was a keen promoter of the breed exhibiting his cattle at 
shows across the country.  In those years this was a major 
contribution to the introduction of the Brahman to the cattle 
farmers in South Africa. His cow, Lady Jake, won the Rand 
Show Interbreed pair together with a bull bred by Alf Coetzer. 
Barry also won the Alex Drysdale trophy for the best five 
beef animals on show.

Barry Orpen was also a Councillor and later became an 
honorary Vice-President of the Society. 

B
ob Tecklenburg became a member of The 
Brahman Cattle Breeders Society in 1965.  Bob 
is recognised as one of the pioneering Brahman 
stud breeders that made an incredible mark on 
the development of the Brahman breed in South 

Africa.

Bob bought his first grey Brahman breeding stock, a bull and 
5 heifers, from Eric Bilse of Mooketsi and then started his 
Red Brahman Hanging Stone herd in 1974 after travelling to 
the U.S.A. with Eric Bilse, where they each purchased and 
imported 12 Red Brahmans.

Bob showed his Brahmans at both the Pretoria and Nelspruit 
shows where he achieved great success. However, his 
main show ring was the sale ring where he developed and 
achieved an incredible name with the quality of his Brahman 
cattle on offer, both bulls and females. 

Bob was the first Brahman breeder to offer 100 bulls on a 
sale and this continued for 25 consecutive years, a record 
at the time.

Many a new Brahman Stud was started with the purchase 
of Brahmans from Bob.  He believed that integrity, honesty 
and farming extensively with his stud Brahmans with a vision 
and strict culling was the secret to being able to sell his 
Brahmans anywhere in the country.  This was borne out by 
the fact that many old and new breeders returned year after 
year to supplement their herds with “Bob blood.”

Bob’s cows won the coveted “Farmers Weekly Trophy” 
numerous times, “Miss Buttons” being one of his famous 
cows. He produced many great bulls that improved his 
herd and the herds of other breeders vis. HS83 77 (7 Herds, 
211progeny), HS83 105(12 Herds, 291progeny), HS88 2(40 
Herds, 746progeny), HS88 100(32 Herds, 352projeny), HS90 
118(18 Herds, 170progeny), to name a few.

Bob Tecklenburg was always available to share his 
knowledge and give up his time to anyone interested in 
Brahman cattle, proudly showing off his cattle and allowing 
access to his records, albeit neatly hand written (Bob was 
BC – Before Computers).  Female lines could be traced back 
generations and all the Brahmans were performance tested.

Bob served on the Brahman Council for a period of 8 years 
under the Presidency of Alf Coetzer. Quote “Alf was an 
exceptional leader and a strong personality”.

Bob Tecklenburg dispersed both his Grey Tecklenburg and 
81



BR
A
H
M
A
N

C
o

n
g

re
ss

 J
o

u
rn

a
l 2

01
4

82

BR
A
H
M
A
N

C
o

n
g

re
ss

 J
o

u
rn

a
l 2

01
4

82

Red Hanging Stone herds in 1996 but was unable to stay 
away from the Brahman Industry and began again with his 
Bob Grey Brahman herd which he sold in June 2006, some 
300 Grey Brahmans.

Bob Tecklenburg is a legend who bred legendary Brahman 
cattle.

D
r Gerrie van der Merwe of Bothaville was 
a founder member of The Brahman Cattle 
Breeders Society of South Africa, founded on 
6 November 1957, as well as the Society’s first 
President. He served as President until 1964 

when he had to relinquish the reins due to ill health and work 
pressures.  However, he remained an active Councillor of 
the Society.

Doc Gerrie’s ideal was to execute whatever he set out to 
do to the best of his ability.  In 1957, having been especially 
impressed by the heterosis of the Brahman, he set off for 
America to import six Brahman heifers and a bull.

He soon realised that the Brahman was not well accepted by 
other breeders in South Africa and that the Brahman would 

sIRkEL O BRAhmAnE

dr gerrie van der 
merwe

lag behind the various other established breeds in the country;  that the Brahman as a breed had some catching up to do. 
Together with a handful of other like-minded and enthusiastic Brahman breeders they established The Brahman Cattle 
Breeders’ Society of South Africa.  Little did he realise at the time that his leadership, together with the dedication and hard 
work of that pioneer Brahman Council, would result in the role that the Brahman of today has to play in the meat industry 
of Southern Africa.

Dr Gerrie van der Merwe’s Sirkel O Brahman herd was built mainly from the Manso bloodline obtained from the Hudgins 
herd in Texas. He was a strong supporter of shows and always encouraged breeders to participate as he believed that this 
was the forum to measure progress as a Brahman breeder.

Doc Gerrie was a quiet but determined leader who, together with the early pioneers, spearheaded the Brahman establishment 
and its longevity in South Africa.
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Feed efficiency 
RFI, Rg and RIg
Yvette Steyn, SA Studbook, yvette@studbook.co.za

T
he cost of feed is by far the largest expense (55-
75% of total costs) in the beef cattle industry, 
with 75% of feed energy used for maintenance.  
Selecting for more efficient usage of feed could 
either decrease the cost of feeding by decreasing 

intake without decreasing growth, or increase income by 
increasing growth without increasing intake.  This will in 
turn increase profit.  Efficiency can be improved genetically 

through the choice of breed, use of crossbreeding and 
selection within breed.  Traits that have been used in an 
attempt to improve feed efficiency include feed conversion 
ratio (FCR), Kleiber ratio, maintenance efficiency, relative 
growth rate (RGR) and partial efficiency of growth (PEG).  
It has been said that after many years of selection, there 
has been little improvement in true efficiency, partly due 
to increased emphasis on weight traits and inconsistent 

selection goals.  More efficient cattle should have lower dry 
matter intakes, less manure production and less methane 
emission, while maintaining weights similar to that of less 
efficient cattle.  It is a challenge to select for animals that are 
efficient in feedlots without increasing the mature size of the 
breeding herd, which will lead to an increase in maintenance 
cost.
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with low RFI values have, however, been  reported to calve 4-5 days later in the calving season, but have shorter post-
partum intervals and less calf deaths (partly due to a lower twinning rate).  Most studies have found no delay in puberty.  
Carcass fatness is unfavourably correlated to RFI, with more efficient animals having less subcutaneous fat.  Carcasses 
still have adequate levels of fat and meet market specifications and should therefore still be profitable.  There is a method 
available to calculate RFI in such a way as to eliminate this effect, if the industry desires to do so.  These correlations with 
RFI show that using this measure as a selection tool has the ability to improve profitability in more than one segment of the 
beef industry, as shown in table 1:

Residual Gain (RG)

RFI is an exciting measurement of feed efficiency, however, is has been criticised by some researchers and breeders, 
especially for its independence of average daily gain (ADG).  RFI selects for animals that eat less than expected without 
increasing size or growth, while not giving any indication of the size and level of growth, nor preference for large or small 
animals.  In other words, small, slow-growing animals can have a favourable RFI.  Similarly a large, fast-growing animal can 
also have a favourable RFI.  Small-growing animals with a favourable RFI eat less than expected for its growth, seemingly 
saving on feed costs, however, these animals will spend more time at the feedlot, which would lead to higher overall cost 
in feeding.  A different measure of feed efficiency, residual gain (RG) was also proposed in 1963 but did not receive nearly 
as much attention as RFI.  Residual gain is defined as the difference between actual growth and expected growth for an 
animal’s body weight and feed intake.  Expected growth is calculated by regressing feed intake over metabolic mid-weight.  
Selection for this trait should select for animals that grow faster and spend less time at the feedlot, without increasing their 
intake or mature weight.  It will therefore increase profit by increasing growth, while the expense of feed or maintenance 
cost of the breeding herd will not be increased.  This measure of feed efficiency has been adopted by the American Angus 
Association.

Residual Intake and body weight gain (RIG)

Residual intake and body weight gain (RIG) has been proposed recently to combine RG and RFI and reap the benefits of 
both.  Selecting for this trait has the purpose of selecting for animals that both consume less than expected and grow faster 
than expected without increasing mature size.  It is correlated to both growth and feed intake but not to metabolic mid-
weight.  This trait is highly correlated to FCR, implying that they might essentially be the same.

To summarise, the properties of RFI, RG and RIG are presented in table 2.

Table 1:  Advantages of Residual Feed Intake (RFI) in different segments of the beef industry

Feed Conversion Ratio (FCR)

In the beef industry FCR has always, and still is, the most 
popular measure of efficiency used worldwide.  It is defined 
as the units of feed required for one unit gain in body weight.  
Unfortunately, FCR has strong correlations with size and 
weight traits.  Reduced FCR will lead to an increase in mature 
size, which in turn will lead to an increase in maintenance 
requirements of the breeding herd if not included in a proper 
selection index limiting the genetic change in undesirable 
traits.  Larger animals will not only consume more feed, 
but might also have reduced reproductive performance if 
sufficient feed is not available.  FCR is also a ratio trait, which 
makes an improvement in FCR difficult to interpret and does 
not necessarily indicate an improvement in efficiency.  A unit 
improvement in FCR could be due to either a decrease in 
feed intake or an increase in weight gain.

Residual Feed Intake (RFI)

Over the last few decades a promising measure of feed 
efficiency has sparked interest from both researchers and 
the beef industry.  This measure is residual feed intake (RFI), 
also called net feed intake, and is defined as the difference 
between an animal’s expected feed intake for its body weight 
and rate of growth, and its actual feed intake.  Expected 
feed intake is calculated by regressing average daily gain 
against metabolic mid-weight.  Some animals consume less 
feed while still growing at the same rate as those consuming 
more feed.  These animals have low RFI values and are more 
efficient.  The concept of RFI has been proposed for beef 
cattle in 1963, but has not received much attention until the 
1990’s.  Heritability estimates range between 0.14 and 0.58, 
with most estimates higher than 0.25, showing sufficient 
genetic variation in beef populations to justify the inclusion 
of RFI in a selection programme.

Residual Feed Intake vs. Feed Conversion Ratio

Unlike FCR, RFI is not correlated to weight and size traits 
but highly correlated with feed intake, and is a linear trait.  
Selecting for low RFI can therefore decrease feed intake 
without reducing growth rate or increasing mature size.  RFI 
is also not correlated to reproductive traits such as scrotal 
circumference, pregnancy rates and calving rates.  Cows 

Segment Advantages

Feedlot Decrease in costs due to reduced feed intake
 Maintain income since growth performance is not influenced

Breeding herd A decrease in costs due to reduced feed intake and maintenance requirements
 No or little effect on reproductive performance
 No change in weaning and mature weights

Abattoir No remarkable effect on carcass value, especially if carcass fatness is adjusted for in the   
 model
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size and maintenance costs of the breeding herd.  Its 
independence from growth has been criticised as leading to 
slow-growing animals that spend more time in feedlots and 
alternative measures and approaches have been proposed, 
such as RG and the inclusion of ADG with RFI in a selection 
index.  The measure of feed efficiency to use depends on the 
breeding objective and the environment, as small animals 
are not necessarily more desirable in certain environments 
compared to larger animals.

Table 2: Properties of residual feed intake (RFI), residual gain (RG) and residual intake and body weight gain (RIG)

RFI FCR RG RIG

• Linear trait – easily interpreted • Ratio trait – difficult to interpret • Linear trait • Linear trait
• Decreases feed intake • Increases mature weight • Increases growth • Increases growth
• No effect on size weight • Increases maintenance • No effect on feed intake • Decreases feed intake
    requirements • No, or little effect on • No, or little change
• No effect on growth performance • Little or no effect on reproduction    weight and size    in weight and size
• Little or no effect on reproduction • Reduces methane emission to a 
• Reduces methane emission    lesser extent than RFI
• Reduces manure production
• Decreases carcass fatness

What to use?

Which measure to use depends on the breeding objective and current genetic level of the herd.  The use of RG or RIG as 
selection criteria is not the only way to overcome the possible disadvantages of RFI or FCR.  It is important, as with any 
selection, not to only use a single trait.  Selection based on RFI does not have to result in small, slow-growing animals if 
ADG or/and height traits are also taken into consideration when making selection decisions.  If the current level of growth 
and weight in the herd is satisfactory, selecting for RFI has the potential to keep it that way while decreasing intake.  Taking 
both RFI and ADG into consideration for a selection decision can increase growth, while still decreasing feed intake and 
avoiding large animals.

Is smaller really better?

Many researchers and breeders have hammered on the dangers of selecting for larger animals, and they have very valid 
points.  However, it is not necessarily fair to label an animal as inefficient and undesirable because it is bigger.  Environments 
with abundant food can sustain larger animals without decreasing reproductive performance.  They receive enough feed to 
meet energy requirements for maintenance, growth, reproduction and the raising of heavier calves.  Yes, larger animals have 
higher maintenance requirements, but when compared to smaller animals, they require less energy per kg body weight.  The 
increased expense of feeding costs can be justified if the increase in income from more meat outweighs it.  There is also 
a difference between biological efficiency and economic efficiency.  If the net result is still profitable, why not have bigger 
animals?  Smaller animals in good environments can be economically less efficient.  The surplus available food will be 
converted to fat, which is less efficient.  Although all the animals will meet their requirements, these smaller animals don’t 
have as much genetic potential to produce more milk and raise heavier calves than larger animals.  The opposite is true 
when environments are harsh, with less available feed.  In such areas larger animals will struggle to meet their requirements 
for maintenance, reproduction and lactation.  Fertility can decrease and the cost of supplement feed can be high.  Smaller 
animals would suit this environment better as fertility won’t be compromised and less (or no) supplement feeding will be 
required.  

Conclusion

Feed efficiency is an important factor to take into consideration for selection in the beef industry since the cost of feeding is 
the largest expense.  Many measures have been proposed and used, each with their own advantages and disadvantages.  
The most widely used measure, FCR, is a ratio trait, leading to less predictable results, and can lead to the increase 
in mature size.  RFI is a linear trait and overcomes this disadvantage by improving efficiency without increasing mature 

Anrich Kotze (5) of McDougallsbay close to Port 

Nolloth wants to be a farmer when he is older 

and is very impress with the Brahman Journal he 

received.
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selected on the basis of their impact 
on the national population

Sietze Smit, Breed Director
Theresa Steenekamp, Technical Assistant: Breed Improvement
Marilie Esterhuyze, Post Graduate Student assigned to the Brahman Society

I
n every culture storytellers have catered to the need of a good story for 
anyone eager and willing enough to listen. As Brahman breeders in South 
Africa today we have also frequently heard historical stories about Brahman 
bulls that embody the pinnacle of all the central breed aspects. These bulls 
have become legendary amongst Brahman and commercial herd breeders 

alike. The history of Brahman cattle in South Africa and such legendary stories 
of these remarkable animals are intertwined with one another. This is due to the 
remarkable contribution Brahman cattle have made towards the South African 
stud and commercial industry since the first importations in 1954. During the 
first decade, starting in 1960, the membership of 41 increased by 465.85%, thus 
leading to a remarkable increase in births, registrations and transfers. The latter 
resulting in substantial changes in the national beef industry in South Africa.

Defining the breeding value of such an extraordinary bull 
proves to be a difficult task, however by using performance 
traits it is possible to make a good estimation of genetic merit 
passed on to its progeny. There are various traits that make 
a good sire bull, none of them being less significant than 
the other. Performance traits are measured using estimated 
breeding values (EBV’s). A selection process done solely on 
one trait would lead to a different outcome every time, thus 
we decided to concentrate on the top 25 South African 
bred bulls that had been used in the most herds over the 
years. The sire bulls featured in this article is not placed in 
any particular order.
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HS 88 2

II 76 84
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BBBB 70 114

RE 80 6
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II 89 249
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TCR 97 20

JAH 89 30

RE 82 97
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RIO 02 67

KAH 88 18

MAS 98 34
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BOS 99 116

RIO 96 214

ONE 95 304
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CVA97 118

BPM 90 307

VH 96 6
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KH 03 254

ONE 95 284
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In South Africa Brahman cattle have certainly lived up to and exceeded all expectations instilled through legends about the 
breed, and form an irreplaceable part of the South African cattle industry.  We are sure that many South African Brahman 
sires will continue to inspire breeders for many years to come.
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on the Management Board of the Society for a long time. 
GL de Wet was elected Vice President while JD Brits was 
appointed as the Secretary of the Society.

Shortly after the foundation meeting, the Brahman Cattle 
Breeders’ Society applied to the SA Stud Book Association 
for affiliation as a body corporate. On 16 March 1958 the 
Brahman breed obtained accreditation from SA Stud Book 
Association and from that date Brahmans were registered 
with the SA Stud Book as direct entries.

Affiliation was obtained in December 1959 and in so doing 
the Society became the 50th member of the SA Stud Book 
Association.

The first Brahman bull registered in South Africa was JDH 
Aristo Monarco Manso 1/31, while the first female was JDH 
Lady Acton de Manso 1/31. They were both the property of 
Jürgen Cranz and formed part of his original import of 1954.

Today, 50 years since that historical event, one is inclined to 
wonder whether those 11 breeders and two ladies had any 
idea how steep the road would be which they had chosen 
to travel. For instance, were they prepared for the intense 
opposition and even maliciousness that awaited them from 
fellow breeders and other cattle breeds?

What is known is that the Brahman Cattle Breeders’ Society 
took and occupied its rightful place as a fully-fledged cattle 
breeders’ society in the South African stud industry, and 
that it has rendered a particularly positive contribution to 
this important industry while at the same time leaving its 
unmistakable stamp of quality, courage and perseverance.

in south Africa
The Brahman 
WhEn hIsTORY WAs mAdE

T
here must certainly have been a degree of 
anticipation but also excitement in the air on 
the day in November 1957 when 11 cattle 
breeders gathered in the KWB Building in 
Buitenkant Street, Kroonstad. It was on the 
sixth of the month and towards the end of 

spring. The men greeted each other because some of them 
came from afar to attend the meeting: some from Wasbank 
in Natal and one from the other side of Zeerust. They must 
surely have talked about the weather and what the crop 
looked like. Was the spring rains enough? Or should they 
prepare for a drought?

They talked about the Brahman and how they had adapted 
in South Africa because, in 1957, 260 Brahmans had already 
been imported to South Africa, SWA (Namibia) and Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe).

 After they had their coffee in the crisp spring air the group 
of men went inside and addressed the matter for which 
they were there: the establishment of a society for the 
Brahman so that all aspects pertaining to the promotion of 
this remarkable breed could be done in an orderly fashion. 
Albeit humble, in this way a foundation was laid that was 
solid enough to carry the enormous structure, which would 
be built thereon in years to come.

What happened on that day is irrevocably written in the 
annals of the Brahman Cattle Breeders’ Society: 6 November 
1957, the day when 11 breeders, inspired by pure faith and 
determination, founded a society for the bovine that would 
change the South African beef producing scene in years to 
come.

The founder members were Dr GS van der Merwe of 
Bothaville, CJ Holtzhausen of Bothaville, DJL Ferreira of 
Bothaville, RJ Britz of Nietverdiend, LH Claassen of Reitz, 
C van der Merwe of Kroonstad, AI Marais (accompanied 
by his wife) of Ladysmith, JJ Gregory (accompanied by his 
wife) of Wasbank, GL de Wet of Hoopstad, AJ Coetzer of 
Hoopstad and JJ Rautenbach of Kroonstad.

Dr GS van der Merwe was unanimously elected as the first 
President of the newly found society. Dr Van der Merwe 
served as President for a number of years and also served 

Llewellyn Labuschagne (From Commemorative Journal - Published 2007)
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of the 
The history 
white Brahman 
And ITs dEvELOpmEnT In sOuTh AFRICA

The Bos Indicus is a cattle breed which was developed in India and which is widely distributed 
in China, the East Indies, East Africa, North and South America. The breed is characterised by 
large pendulous ears, a large dewlap and a hump over the shoulders. 

In 1752, at the Paris Agricultural Fair, the name Zebu was officially adopted to identify all Bos 
Indicus breeds. The name Zebu was taken from the Tibetan word “Zen” or “Zeba” that means 
“the hump of the camel”. For the past 200 years the word Zebu has therefore been used to 
identify Bos Indicus cattle.

The name Brahman should only be used to describe the Bos Indicus breed developed in America 
and the word Zebu to identify all Bos Indicus.

The six basic groups of Bos Indicus with their related breeds are identified as follows:

Group 1 – Guzerat (Kankrej), Kenwariya, Kherigarh, Malvi, Tharparkar and Hissar
Group 2 – Bauchaur, Bhagmari, Gaoloa, Hariana, Krishna, Nagoria, Mhwati, Nellore (Ongole),  
  and  Rath
Group 3 – Danga, Deoni, Gir, Nimari, Red Scindhi and Sahiwal
Group 4 – Armit, Mahal, Hallikar, Kangayam and Khillari
Group 5 – Lohani Ponwar and Siri
Group 6 – Dhanni

In addition to the above Zebu breeds, two additional breeds were developed by blending animals 
from different groups. These two newly recognised breeds are:  The Indu Brazil, developed in 
Brazil by blending the Guzerat of Group 1 with the Gir of Group 3; and the American Brahman, 
developed in the United States by blending the Guzerat of Group 1 with the Nellore of Group 
2 and Gir of Group 3. The Indu Brazil and the American Brahman are not recognised as new 
breeds outside Brazil and the United States, but are merely considered crosses of different 
strains of Zebu.

AJ Coetzer and Wayne Porter   
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The five most popular and prevalent breeds outside the borders of India are:  Guzerat, 
Nellore, the Gir, Indu Brazil and American Brahman.

The South African White Brahman 

The first importations:  According to the SA Stud Book, that keeps all records of stud 
livestock, the Brahman was recorded in Volume 31, part 1 of the Brahman Herd Book. The 
first male animal was recorded as Male No. 1 and that was JDH Aristo Monarca Manso 
809/6, ABBA 80717, born on 6 April 1952.

The first female was recorded as Female No. 1, and she was JDH Lady Alton de Manso 
82/6. ABBA 104624, born 14 April 1952.  Seven bulls and nine females were imported by 
the pioneer JJ (Jurgen) Cranz Jr of the farm Isabis, district of Windhoek, South-West Africa. 
The animals arrived at his farm on 4 January 1954.  One bull was sold to JJ Gregory, who 
took it to his farm in Natal.

According to the SA Stud Book, Wolgang Woker sold one bull, No. 100 and one female No. 
210 to CJ Venter of Naboomspruit in 1954.  However, the records of the progeny animals to 
Venter and Gregory cannot be traced in the Brahman register.

That was the beginning of the large immigration which was to continue for the next 20 years 
and which sometimes got completely out of hand.  Various SWA breeders like Frans Greiga, 
Val Hansen, Wolgang Woker and the SWA Administration followed. In Rhodesia Nuanetsi 
and Lord Angus Graham imported cattle as well as T Booth of Swaziland.

In August 1956 Attie Marais of Wasbank, Ladysmith, imported the first Brahman bulls from 
the USA to South Africa.  They were No. 17 JTG Resoto Manso 288, ABBA 107350 and 
No. 18 JTG Typey Manso 239 ABBA 101732.  JJ Gregory of the farm Uitzight, Wasbank, 
also imported a bull in August 1956 namely No. 19, JDH Bano Okaloo Manso 473/7, ABBA 
102343.  John Warren of BVB Ranch, Gravelotte, imported a bull, NCC Sir Imparanso 
135 ABBA 110044, from the Norris Cattle Co. in August of 1956.  Jan Brink of Josephine, 
Gravelotte, imported a bull, No. 21, Sir Lenas Imperator 307 ABBA 99714, as well as two 
females in October 1956.

During the first 15 years following the original imports the total importations were classified 
as follows: 1 330 white and 68 red.  During the period 1954 – 1969 a total of 1 199 Brahmans 
were imported. The main suppliers during this period was JP Hudgins (416), Norris Cattle 
Co. (315), VS Ranch Howard Parker (109), WH Stuart (67), A Duda and Sons (63), JT Garret 
(55), Red Mangum (53), Gerry Stalk (42), US Sugar Corporation (34), Clyde Keys (27) and 
GL Paret (18).

With regard to importations, the American Brahman, as recorded in the American Brahman 
Breeders Association (ABBA) Herd Book, is the only breed that is acknowledged in South 
Africa.  The other types, for example the Gir, Indu Brazil, Guzerat, Nellore and Tabapua, etc. 
are regarded as new breeds and must be evaluated afresh.

Date Importer Number Number
  of bulls of females

04-01-54 Jürgen Cranz, SWA 1 10
07-05-54 Naunetsi Ranch, Rhodesia 2
17-05-54 CJ Venter, Naboomspruit 1 1
17-08-54 W Woker, SWA 2 4
25-03-55 SWA Admin, SWA 2 5
28-02-56 Liebigs Tolwa, Rhodesia 5 22
09-04-56 Lord Angus Graham, Rhodesia 1 4
09-04-56 Portlell Sinoya, Rhodesia 1 4
16-08-56 JJ Gregory, Wasbank 1 5
17-08-56 Coen Scheepers 1 4
18-08-56 AI Marais, Ladysmith 2 5
23-08-56 Liebigs, Rhodesia 4 3
23-08-56 JMG Warren, Gravelotte 1
12-09-56 BMJ van Wyk, Colesberg 1 4
23-10-56 JA Brink, Gravelotte 1 3
08-11-56 Ergiwe Farms, SWA 2 3
28-12-56 RJ Britz, Tolwe 2 2
25-01-57 JC de Klerk, Winburg 1 2
27-01-57 Val Hansen, SWA 3 8
23-03-57 Franz Greiga, SWA 2 5
19-04-57 Norma Brahman Stud, Ladysmith 0 26
04-05-57 TC Booth, Swaziland 4 5
30-05-57 Lord Angus Graham, Rhodesia 4 6
12-11-57 Mev Van der Merwe, Phillipstown 1 5
13-11-57 DJL Ferreira, Bothaville 1 3
13-11-57 Dr GS van der Merwe, Bothaville 2 13
08-12-57 AJ Coetzer & De Wet, Hoopstad 1 7

The first importations, up to the end of 1957 were as follows:

Notwithstanding strong opposition from fellow farmers and the government, the Brahman 
was established in Southern Africa as the beef breed that had the greatest influence in the 
history of the South African beef industry.

The period after 1957

The Pioneers
ATTIE MARAIS of Magudu, Ladysmith, Natal may justly be regarded as one of South 
Africa’s Brahman pioneers. His outspokenness, entrepreneurship and love of the Brahman 
allowed him to win much ground for the Brahman. His beloved bull, Blackie, JTG Resoto 
Manso 228, was an outstanding bull with many excellent qualities and a very strong pre-
potency, which he transferred to his progeny. The Normar herd, which he administered in 
cooperation with Norris Cattle Co., imported very good genetics to South Africa. The Aim 
Brand later became oom Attie’s own brand after dissolution of the partnership with Norris 
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to introduce the early Brahman to the South African public 
and farmers.  He imported cattle from JD Hudgins in Texas 
and his white Brahmans were exhibited all over South Africa.  
He later changed to the importation and breeding of red 
Brahmans, but his Bar Circle Grey Brahmans left their mark 
on the South African Brahman industry.  The bull, Bar Circle 
Paul, was used with great success in the Josdon herd of 
Hans Fourie of Schweizer Reneke.

REG HUNT and the Hunt Brahman Stud was one of the most 
influential studs in the Brahman industry. The foundation 
animals in the Hunt stud came from the V8 Ranch, US Sugar 
Corporation, GL Paret and Sons (whole show string) and 
Boot Ranch, Texas.  Bulls like Mr V8 825, Sugarlands Suville 
74 and 84, Sugarlands Loxicrata 63, Sugarlands Loxicrata 
115, and Sugarlands Poncrata 100 made a huge impact on 
the Hunt herd. 

Other Hunt bulls that made an impact in South Africa were: 
HBS 131, HBS 112, HBS 164/88, HBS 148/79 and HBS 
198/94. Reg, and later his son Sydney Hunt, sold good cattle 
all over southern Africa, (i.e. Botswana and Namibia) and 
have also exported to Australia.

When Reg Hunt decided to go into Brahman breeding in 
1959 he made a thorough study of the various options and 
decided to import the best in-calf Brahman heifers from GL 
Paret, V8 and Boot Ranch.  After discovering Sugarlands 
Ranch in the late sixties, they became the sole source of all 

industry. The brothers Bosman presented large sales at 
Douglas where a carnival atmosphere prevailed and virtually 
the whole town contributed to the success thereof.

IN 1956 JOHN WARREN imported NCC Sir Imparanso 
135/1955 from Norris Cattle Co.  He too was a son of NCC 
Grande 200. The pre-potency and libido of this bull made 
him a legend in his time.  On the strength of the high quality 
of his crossbred calves, oom John managed to win much 
ground for the Brahman in the Eastern Transvaal Low Veld. 
One of his most significant achievements was that his bull, 
Warren Mr XW 123.83, was the first Brahman that won the 
performance test class at the Pretoria Show in 1985.  Oom 
John’s daughter, Marie, married Theo Dicke and this is the 
only family that, after 50 years, is still farming Brahman stud 
cattle in the Low Veld.

MANIE AND BEATRICE MARITZ were real pioneers who, 
from humble beginnings, left their mark in the Thabazimbi 
district. Beatrice was a force to be reckoned with at 
shows and very often showed her own animals in the 
show ring.  She had a very beautiful Stuart cow that won 
many championships.  Oom Manie did not like to hear any 

derogatory remarks about the Brahman and very often he 
proved them wrong.  His love of the breed opened significant 
markets for Brahmans in the Bushveld.

BARRY ORPEN progressed in Natal by leaps and bounds 

Cattle Co. Marais’s ability to breed good Brahmans was a 
strong plus factor in the Brahman industry.

DR GERRIE VAN DER MERWE of Bothaville was in his 
typically quiet way a pillar of strength and he did a lot to 
breed and market his Circle O animals. Doc Gerrie, as he was 
fondly known, was also the first President of the Brahman 
Cattle Breeders’ Society.

AJ (ALPH) COETZER of Hoopstad was a founder member 
of the Brahman Cattle Breeders’ Society.  His friendship 
with most of the leading American breeders resulted in him 
undertaking an in-depth study of the breed. Leon Locke of 
the Hudgins Group was a personal friend of Coetzer. His 
first Brahmans came from Norris Cattle Co. but later he also 
acquired very good breeding material from JD Hudgins. His 
famous bull, NCC Sir Commander 13, was a son of NCC 
Grande 200, which was one of the best bulls in America.

THE BROTHERS BOSMAN of Douglas acquired cattle from 
Norris Cattle Co. after Attie Marais ended his partnership 
with them.  They obtained 100 cows and a number of bulls 
from the Norris Cattle Co. partnership.  A large group of good 

cows were daughters of NCC Grande 200 but unfortunately 
no sons of NCC 200 were imported. The best bull that came 
with the cows was NCC Rosoto 171.  One of the best bulls 
that they bred was Banco Sir Special 114 70, which went to 
Eric Bilse and had a significant impact on the white Brahman 

Sugarland’s Loxicrata 63 Banco Sir Special 114/70 HS 118/91, one of Mr Bob Tecklenburg’s well-known
bulls.
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of good animals, which they bought at the dispersal sale 
of AP Ranch in America. After that they mainly used Hunt 
breeding material and made the renowned bull HBS 131/75 
famous. Even today the genetics of HBS 131 are still sought 
after.

LLEWELLYN LABUSCHAGNE, who purchased all his cattle 
from Eric Bilse and later Bob Tecklenburg and Attie Marais, 
was also a very successful breeder. He established the R10 
Brahman stud in 1975. He bred outstanding cattle until the 
early eighties.  Mr V8 565 was used very successfully in his 
herd as well as in many other studs in South Africa. 

Labuschagne then went on to breed red Brahmans until he 
dispersed all of them and started breeding white Manso 
Brahmans in the late 1990’s.  He purchased some old 
Bilse and Sisal cows, and then bought heifers from Bob 
Tecklenburg’s dispersal sale. He imported semen from 
America and started breeding some top quality white 
Brahman genetics. Mr V8 700, JDH Dakota Manso 599 and 
JDH Elliot Manso 761 were very successfully used in his 
stud. 

He bred a bull from Mr V8 700, R10 Remington Manso 214 
that as a 15-month-old bull became the breed champion bull 
in Pretoria. This bull bred extremely well in the R10 herd and 
was sold to Mr Jan van Zyl of Kroonvee Brahmans, where he 
is producing some very good progeny. 

R10 Brahmans have produced numerous champions at 
most of the Brahman shows in South Africa and have won 
more ribbons than most other breeders. R10 Power Manso 
67/02 won Breed Champion at Pretoria and at the National 
Championship Show in Pietermaritzburg and was the Breed 
Champion Brahman and Interbreed Grand Champion Bull. 

Breeding trends: The middle years

For the greater part of the first 20 years, the progress of the 
white Brahman in South Africa was attributable to imported 
genetics that came from America. The progeny of these 
cattle, and occasionally imported bulls and semen, led to 
the development of this wonderful breed in South Africa. 

This early Brahman was by and large short, thick and deep 
but lacking in its structure especially its feet and legs. These 
bulls tended to be very well muscled with lots of loose 
hanging skin and tended to have large sheaths.  Due to their 
popularity with cattle breeders in South Africa, early breeders 
did not cull their cattle, as they were busy building up their 

Crato L Manso 130, MN Mayro Manso 516 and MN Mayro 
Manso 713. Sisal 294 won the coveted Gold Cup at the 1976 
Rand Show - the first Brahman ever to achieve this.  He 
repeated this feat when he won it again in 1980, this time 
with the cow, Bilse 219. 

Bilse gave the Sisal Brahman Stud to his daughter, Yvette 
and her husband Dave de Marillac and then started Bilse 
Brahmans. Bilse’s bulls that impacted were: Bilses 84, Bilses 
139, Bilses 472 and Bilses 372 (114 son). 

Two of Bilse’s cows that bred outstandingly well in his herd 
were:  Miss V8 150 and JDH Lady Hudgins Manso 418. 
These two grand old dames feature in the pedigrees of most 
of Bilse’s stud sires and top cows. 

BOB TECKLENBURG of Barberton has been one of South 
Africa’s leading breeders for over 40 years. He bought heifers 
and a bull from Eric Bilse and started his legendary Hanging 
Stone Brahman Stud. 

He was the first Brahman breeder to offer a 100 bulls for 
sale at his annual production sale. Hanging Stone (HS) cattle 
were known for their excellent constitution and good fertility.  
Tecklenburg used to grow out his young bulls on a harsh 
Barberton farm called Siberia. 

Bob’s cows won the coveted Farmers’ Weekly Trophy 
numerous times.  He produced many great bulls that 
improved his herd: HS 77 and HS 105 were two of the best. 
In later years, HS 288 and HS 118 held his name high. 

THEO AND MARIé DICKE of Duiwelskloof were also early 
pioneers of the Brahman in South Africa.  They purchased 
heifers from Marie’s dad, John Warren, who was one of the 
first to import Brahmans to South Africa. 

Dicke still breeds white Brahmans on his farm Spitsrand.  
Truly one of South Africa’s long standing Brahman breeders, 
who used Zebu genetics (Nellore and Indu Brazil) to broaden 
his genetic base, Dicke has been involved in all aspects 
of the Brahman industry and has been one of the most 
respected judges the Brahman industry has ever seen. He 
will be remembered particularly for his outstanding work in 
setting up a judge’s policy and the training of South African 
judges for the purpose of establishing a uniform judge’s 
panel.

TOBIE AND MILLIE VAN DEN HEEVER likewise had a 
significant influence on the white Brahman industry. Their 
Brahmans originated by virtue of the importation of a group 

his subsequent importations. However, the very first females 
imported by Reg Hunt were from Boot Ranch, followed by 
GL Paret, V8 Ranch (owner Howard Parker) and US Sugar.

THE TERBLANCHE FAMILY of Whitelands Brahman Stud 
near Vryburg also counted amongst the early pioneers that 
had a positive influence on the improvement of the white 
Brahman in South Africa.  Their cowherd was mainly built 
up from Paret cows with the imported bull Intrepid 170, that 
was a son of Intrepid 64.

The Terblanche herd is one of the earliest with reliable 
performance test figures that largely dictate the breeding 
policy.

THE LORIZA STUD: Another large stud that influenced the 
development of the white Brahman in South Africa is Loriza 
Brahmans of the Nico Meyer family.

This herd was established in 1960 with the importation of 
three Stuart heifers and a Hudgins bull from Texas.  Three 
heifers were added in 1965 from Howard Parker’s renowned 
V8 herd. In 1969 a bull from Sugarlands was also added to 
the Loriza herd.

With regard to performance testing, the Loriza herd took the 
lead in South Africa.  Loriza Dick NM4/70 and Loriza Burt 
70/78 are bulls that initially impacted on the Loriza herd. 
Bulls like Loriza Wayne NM110/82 and Loriza Zayne NM 
120/8 later played a significant role in the improvement of 
the Loriza herd.

Loriza Brahmans spread all over South Africa, Namibia 
and Botswana.  Loriza still sells more than a 100 bulls at 
its annual production sale.  In 1994 a bull of JDS Hudgins 
and an Imperator-bred bull were added to the herd.  Loriza 
cattle are renowned for their exceptional fertility and growth 
potential.  This stud rates as one of the finest Brahman studs 
in South Africa.

ERIC BILSE, the owner of Sisal Brahmans at Mooketsi, 
imported cattle from Howard Parker’s V8 Ranch, Edgar 
Hudgins, JDH Corporation and Mr Mayronne of Louisiana. 

Bilse was a true cattleman.  He could breed, feed and show 
cattle!  Banco Sir Special 114/70 was one of the greatest 
white Brahman bulls in South Africa.  Bilse bought this 
wonderful bull from Louis Bosman of Douglas.  He was 
predominantly bred from Norris Cattle Company blood. 

Other bulls in the Bilse herd that performed well were JDH 
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would also be able to improve their type.  This method would 
take longer but would be far less problematic. 

These breeders also believed that a pure Brahman pedigree 
backed by solid performance values would give predictability 
and uniformity in your herd. 

These dedicated breeders applied this policy and took note 
of market requirements.  Because history proves that these 
cattle are the most popular in South Africa today with more 
than 90% of white Brahmans in South Africa carrying pure 
genes.

South Africa, like the rest of the world, also went through 
the “bigger, better phase” where size and growth were 
considered to be the most important factors.  Cattle 
were bred big and full of bone and by doing this we lost 
constitution and muscling. However, the market forced 
Brahman breeders to breed a smaller, medium framed 
animal with constitution and muscling.

Medium to early maturing animals are now being bred that 
are tough and can survive on the harsh natural grazing 
conditions in South Africa. It carries a lot of meat and has 
tremendous breeding character, is tick-resistant and can 
withstand most diseases better than most other cattle 
breeds in South Africa. 

The feet, legs and sheaths are excellent and a Brahman has 
been bred in South Africa that can walk long distances to 
drink water and eat forage. The white Brahman of today was 
improved over a period of 60 years by dedicated breeders 
in South Africa. 

Present breeders

In the 1980s and through to the early 1990s several breeders 
made an impact on the white Brahman industry. Most 
of these breeders were firm believers of the Manso type 
Brahman and all helped to re-establish this type of Brahman 
in the South African market. 

Closure

There are many more breeders that made noteworthy 
contributions to the development of the white Brahman in 
South Africa. The Brahman Cattle Breeders’ Society and 
fellow breeders acknowledge their contributions to the 
promotion of white Brahman genetics in South Africa.

These breeds were also used 
to correct feet and legs and to 
increase bone in the cattle. The 
popular idea was to breed an 
African Brahman that would 
be suited to the harsh African 
conditions.

A second school of thought at that 
time was to keep the Brahman 
pure.  These breeders believed 
that by crossing the Brahman with 
the Zebu types, one would in fact 
be breeding different breeds and 
in the process the predictability, 
uniformity and hybrid vigour 
of the Brahman could be lost.  
This school of breeders called 
these pure Brahmans “Manso 
Brahmans”. 

The Manso cattle in South 
Africa refer to the name given 
to Brahmans that are purebred. 
Purebred cattle are cattle that, 
since their arrival in South Africa, 
and while being bred in South 
Africa, have never been blended 
with the other Zebu types or the 

red Brahman. 

The breeders in South Africa, who kept their cattle pure, 
believe that you get maximum hybrid vigour and predictability 
of type in your herd. You also breed a uniform animal that is 
very dominant.

In South Africa, the South African Manso Brahman Club 
was formed in 1998 to promote and breed the Manso type 
Brahman. This group of dedicated breeders shared their 
ideas and genetics with regard to breeding and a breeding 
policy.  This move has proved to be so successful that at 
present 90% of all white Brahmans are either pure Manso 
types or moving towards it. 

There is a significant market for this type of Brahman and 
it was in fact the market that dictated the change towards 
this Brahman type. Manso breeders believed that to change 
faults and genetics could be done by selection within the 
Manso type.  By performance testing and using EBVs they 

herd numbers.  At any rate, anything with Brahman blood, 
whether pure or 7/8 or 5/8 Brahman, held a premium price 
compared to other breeds. Due to these factors, undesirable 
traits started creeping into most herds in South Africa. 

In the late 1970’s until about 1990, there was a trend that 
saw Brahman breeders bringing back the original Zebu 
types that were used to develop the Brahman and use these 
Zebu cattle on their Brahman herds.  This was a worldwide 
trend that also happened in Australia and the USA.  The 
Zebu types predominantly used in South Africa on the white 
Brahmans were the Nellore and Indu Brazil. 

These breeders believed that by bringing back the Zebu 
forefathers they would be creating much larger gene pools 
to select their animals from.  The Nellore, for instance, was 
used to fix the sheaths and navels on the cattle. It also gave 
low birth weight in its calves and produced calves that nursed 
easily on their mothers.  The Indu Brazil was predominantly 
used to increase size and growth in the Brahman. 

Manso, legendary American Brahman, bred from Nellore and Guzerat. Many breeders 
still consider this remarkable bull as the perfect Brahman. 
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