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Brahman
The red 
In order to fully understand the development of the Red Brahman one has to go back in time 
and retrace the history of the breed and the genetics that were used in the initial development 
process.

There are 33 different types of Zebu cattle (large hump) in India and Pakistan but it was merely 
a small group that was imported for the purpose of developing the American Brahman as we 
know it today.   The Brahman that the first American breeders had developed did not resemble 
any of the original breeds they decided to use the name Brahman for their new breed.  The 
most well-known types that were used were the Nellore, Guzerat, Gir and Indu-Brazil.  The Gir 
and Indu-Brazil in turn rendered the most significant contribution to the development of the red 
Brahman.

Most Zebu cattle imported to America in the early years were Nellore and Guzerat type animals 
and for that reason, until the early fifties, most Brahmans were either white or grey.

Although other Gir genetics were possibly imported to the USA prior to 1905, the most important 
red Gir bull, Adam, was imported by the Pierce Ranch directly from India together with a group 
of Nellore bulls.  Adam was the progenitor of a herd of red Brahmans at Pierce Ranch. The 
genetics were later strengthened by Gir and Indu Brazil bulls, which were imported in 1924. In 
the early years the red cattle of the Pierce Ranch were very important in the development of the 
red Brahman.

In 1924 a substantial number of Zebus were imported from Brazil to America.   Although most 
of these animals were of the Nellore and Guzerat type this importation also included a group of 
Gir and Indu-Brazil animals. 

In 1946 120 bulls were imported from Brazil and kept in quarantine on the island Sacrafisio close 
to Tampico, Mexico.  After the quarantine period the bulls were sold to breeders that took them 
inland to the cattle areas of Mexico

Garcia Bros, Guerra Bros, Joe Pate and Hugue Pool bought 18 of these bulls and walked 
them across the bridge of Mexico to Texas. These Indu-Brazil and Gir type  bulls gave the red 
Brahman a strong lift by making available new blood lines of Brazilian origin.

Theo Dicke  



113

Yoakam was a dedicated breeder and he derived much 
pleasure from entertaining guests at his ranch and to see 
his animals go to enthusiastic breeders that would further 
develop the breed.  He often rented or exchanged bulls or 
sold breeding material at very reasonable prices if he thought 
that the relevant young breeder had the necessary potential 
to progress.

Henry Clay Koontz came from a family that bred the white 3X 
Guzerat cattle for three generations. With the assistance and 
advice of Cy Yoakam, Henry Clay Koontz gradually upgraded 
his portion of the 3X herd to red from 1960 onwards.  Koontz 
borrowed from Yoakam two line bred sons of Rio King 144 
i.e. Cherokee Chief 431and Cherokee Torgson 344.  Yoakam 
then also lent 15 bulls to Koontz and Koontz bought 120 
females from Yoakam.

Every year Sugarland Estates of Florida would buy a load 
of red Cherokee bulls from Yoakam to use on their grey 
Brahmans.  In this way Cherokee Vernon 489 first went to 
Sugarland Estates where Henry Clay Koontz went to take 

3. Ensure that the Brahman 
composition consists of one 
quarter Indu-Brazil breeding.  
The Gir has the conformation, 
milk and musculature while 
the Guzerat has the size and 
frame score.

One of his famous herd sires was 
Rio King 144, a bull that he bought 
from Clifford.   Rio King was a son 
of Rio Negro 129, from the 1946 
importation, and a cow Madame 
Queen which was a daughter 
of Estrella, a Gir bull imported 
in 1924.  The breeder was Joe 
Hughes. He successfully tried this 
breeding by using Rio King 144 
on Gaucho daughters.  According 
to Yoakam, Rio Negro put on the 
hindquarter and  Gaucho the front 
quarter of the progeny.

Yoakam and Clifford often 
exchanged herd sires. From these 
breedings came two famous bulls. Yoakam bred Cherokee 
Negro 882 whose father was Rio Red King 730.  Rio Red King 
730 was the product of the ½ brother / ½ sister breeding of  
Rio Negro 129 on the sire’s side and Cherokee Negro 882 on 
the dam’s side  went to Arauto 135 and Aimore 102.  Clifford 
bred Rio King 977.  He was also Rio King 730’s son and on 
his dam’s side he went back to Repucho 119 and Rio Negro 
129.    According to EO Dogget Rio King 977 was the better 
one but both bulls were world class, an achievement that will 
not easily be repeated.

Yoakam was fortunate in that he acquired the bull Arauto 
135 in 1955 from Fondren Estate when the bull was 14 years 
old.  This was another Gir bull that was imported in 1946.  At 
this age he was still an active breeder and in two productive 
years he sired sixty calves in the red and grey Indu-Brazil 
herds.  Many herd sires came from the progeny of Arauto 
135, like Cherokee Arauto 372 and Cherokee Arauto 414 
which did the Yoakam name proud even after his death.

It was the Garcia Brothers that made available most of such 
imported genetics to the leading red breeders of that time, 
either by exchanging bulls or by allowing them to bring their 
best cows to the ranch for mating to take place. 

Many grey Indu bulls were successfully used in the red 
herds because they bred red progeny.  It should be borne 
in mind that the Indu-Brazil is a blend of Gir and Guzerat 
genes.  Such blends can either be more Gir or Guzerat 
depending on the breed characteristics, which the relevant 
animal displayed.  In this case many of the Indu-Brazil bulls 
displayed very strong Gir breed characteristics.

Even prior to the 1946 importation of the Brazilian group of 
bulls the Garcia Brothers already had a very sound Brahman 
herd. They, however, acquired the best genetics and 
broadened their genetic base even further by agreements 
with other breeders, which facilitated the exchange of 
genetics such as to receive 50% of the calves that were 
born.

The Brahman industry largely benefited from this process 
in that excellent genetics landed in the hands of ingenious 
breeders such as the Garcia Brothers. This greatly impacted 
not only in America, but also in the rest of the world, even 
South Africa, because Garcia Brahmans were exported 
worldwide.

The progeny of Repucho, Precioso, Capichopa and Brilhante 
which in turn were the progeny of the 1946 importations.  
Yoakam’s objective with these cattle was to gradually phase 
them into his red Brahman herd in order to broaden his 
genetic base.  He progressed so rapidly in his quest to breed 
a “modern beef type Brahman” that he was way ahead of his 
fellow breeders – by almost 20 years.

Yoakum had three theories to which he ascribed 
his progress: 

1.  If a breeder wishes to reach the top he should not pay any 
attention to colour. He must select for quality irrespective 
of whether the animal was light red, dark red, speckled or 
spotted. Stick to quality! 

2. Do not hang on to the sires of old herds.  If the herd sire 
cannot, within two to three breeding seasons, breed a 
son better than himself, then he is not worth anything. 

Despite the fact that Zebu cattle in the forties were red in colour, breed characteristics 
of the Nellore and Guzerat were still strongly evident. This photograph of Guzerats was 

taken on the Hart Ranch in the USA.
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From Bar Circle 15/65 was bred the famous bull Bar Circle 
28/72, which was used by Boet Nel of Wasbank.  Just prior 
to and after the death of Barry Orpen his daughter, Vallery 
Allsop, took over the herd and started breeding in a Gir 
direction by using three imported Gir bulls 5P Reyes 979, 5P 
Felix 953 and 5P Miguel 839. Allsop also imported pure Gir 
females to further strengthen the Gir breeding in the herd.

SIR ERNEST OPPENHEIMER was the founder of the 
Bluebird herd and registered Brahmans as early as 1962 
with the expert guidance of Bill Paterson. After the demise 
of Lady Oppenheimer the herd was transferred to Paterson. 
Bluebird initially consisted of mainly white Brahmans.  
James Paterson, in 1971 after his father’s death, submitted 
to his preference for red Brahmans and started building an 
excellent herd by virtue of artificial insemination (AI) and by 
using the best imported and local Brahman semen.

Burgersvlei Brahmane was founded in 1971 thanks to Boet 
Britz of Marken, with animals from the Herbst herd that went 
back to the Cherokee lines.  Britz’s first imported bull was 
Mentz 2nd 388, which was a son of Cherokee 819.  This bull 
bred excellent progeny and with the ingenuous management 
of his son, RUDOLF BRITZ, and the use of good quality 
imported semen like MN Mr Red Mayro 986, McSaddle 
Rio Negro 496 and 5P Everado 757 the quality in this red 
Brahman herd very soon improved. Due to it being a family 
enterprise the herd was put up for sale in 1988 and Rudolf 
had to buy back those animals that he loved most. Rudolf 
retained the prefix Burgersvlei and changed the herd to a red 
and white Indu-Brazil herd.

JANNIE AND JOYCE HEYNS of Thabazimbi was a force to 
be reckoned with. In 1972 they decided to change from white 
Brahmans to red. Jannie initially bred red Brahmans from 
a Herbst bull, Invoer Jan Brand. Heyns imported a group 
of heifers from BBB Ranch in Texas. Later they brought in 
very good heifers from 3X Ranch and this 3X blood line was 
in actual fact red Guzerat genetics of which there was not 
much in South Africa.

Heyns and his wife also developed a partiality for the Gir and 
acquired a purebred Brazilian bull Samario du Zebulandia 
755, which drove their genetics in that direction.

Canyonlands was the prefix of DR J D CLAASSEN of 

After Yoakum’s death, GL Gray bought the Cherokee herd.  
Gray sold half of the herd to McKellar and the other half to 
Tom Dean. After two years McKellar sold another 30% of 
the herd to Tom Dean. McKellar then moved his 80% of the 
Cherokee herd to Mount Pleasant where he concentrated 
on the blood lines of Cherokee Negro Negro 882 and his 
son Cherokee Negro 1/289. Later McKellar brought back 
more Gir blood lines like the imported Mexican bull Turipana 
as well as Indu-Brazil by virtue of a Raffels 101 son.  His 
preference for these bloodlines resulted in his importing 
purebred Gir and Indu-Brazil animals directly from Brazil. 

These were the most important early red Brahman breeders 
in America and it is important to note the degree of 
cooperation that existed amongst them and how their blood 
lines and genetics complimented each other’s breeding 
in order to realise their shared ideal i.e. the American red 
beeftype Brahman. 

Pioneer breeders of the red Brahman in 
South Africa: 
HANS HERBST of Mokopane/Potgietersrus was one of the 
first breeders to import red Brahmans in 1965. His father, 
Gawie Herbst, selected and imported 25 Cherokee heifers 
and a bull, Cherokee Chiefman 819, son of Cherokee Chief 
438, from Cy Yoakum of Texas. Many red herds in the 
northern parts of South Africa and adjoining Zimbabwe 
originated from breeding material obtained from the Herbst 
family.

BARRY ORPEN of Pietermaritzburg also imported 12 
Cherokee heifers and a Cherokee bull from Yoakum in 1965.   
The heifers were pregnant from good Cherokee bulls. From 
these pregnancies a very good bull was begotten, Bar Circle 
15/65, a son of Cherokee Arauto 372. Orpen also bred Bar 
Circle 17/67 whose father was Cherokee 1/11, and his mother 
was one of the imported cows, Miss Cherokee Arauto 1/97. 
These two bulls complemented each other as they came 
from complementary blood lines. Bar Circle 17/67, whose 
grandfather was Cherokee Vernon 489, contributed the 
musculature while Bar Circle 15/65, whose grandfather was 
Arauto 135, contributed the breed characteristics. These 
two bulls took the Bar Circle herd to great heights to become 
one of the best red Brahman herds in the country. 

it back.  Cherokee Vernon 489 was inbred on the sire’s side 
to Rio King 144.  His dam went back to the breeding of the 
bulls Gaucho 53 and Rio Negro 129.

HK 489’s most well-known son, Rio Cherokee 978, was also 
the first red Brahman bull that was registered.  Henry Clay 
Koontz aimed at breeding at least 1/8th Cherokee 489 in all 
his pedigrees.

A feud existed between the supporters of Cherokee Vernon 
489 standing at Koontz and Cherokee Negro Negro 882, 
which later stood at Dr Lee McKellar.  The difference was 
that the 489 bull bred better muscled progeny whilst the 882 
bull added more colour, head, ears and character.

The Brahman history of Dr Lee McKellar and Tom Dean is 
closely linked. McKellar’s herd mainly consisted of animals 
which he bought from Alton Clifford in 1968, but due to the 
intensive co-operation and exchange between Yoakam and 
Clifford the two herds carried basically the same Cherokee 
genetics.  When McKellar took over the Yoakam herd, the 
genetics of the two herds became fused.  In 1970, McKellar 
bought the McSaddle Rio Negro 496 bull from Clifford as 
well as initially 100 cows which he handpicked and thereafter 
again 125 cows.

Repucho 117 was a grey Indu Brazil bull, with very strong 
Indu breed characteristics. He was probably the best bull of 

the 1946 Importation.
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health Eksteen sold his total herd in 1990 to Lano Schlebush 
of Colesberg. It was in fact at Schlebusch that the young 
Eksteen bulls such as I I 76/84 (Filemon) and I I 89/249 
(Sonny Boy) and Adambram 89/121 (Bafaan), popped onto 
the scene and started making name for themselves. 

After many years of breeding white Brahmans, ERIC AND 
MARGARET BILSE in 1974 decided to start breeding red 
Brahmans. They registered the herd name Bilsered for their 
herd.

Bilse went to America and imported outstanding females 
from Henry Clay Koonts and Mayronne as well as a bull, HK 
Arauto Vernon 58.3. One of his most renowned sons was 
Bilsesred 267/76 (Swazi), which was an excellent show bull 
that was awarded numerous show prizes. His mother was 
the imported Mayronne cow, MN Miss Red Mayro 637/1 (the 
Matriarch). This cow was later sold to Ted Reily of Swaziland 
for R50 000.  B 267/76 left 2000 plus progeny, which were 
distributed over various South African herds. 

Bilse later imported a Gir bull together with Attie Marais 
5P Jose 417 and this bull was used extensively with much 
success. His daughters had very good milk traits and were 
fertile but the colour of the progeny was sometimes light 
yellow or speckled.

In 1975 LLEWELLYN LABUSCHAGNE of Letsitele decided 
to farm Brahmans. He registered the herd name R10 and 
had a very good collaboration agreement with Eric Bilse by 
virtue whereof he obtained very valuable genetic material 
from Bilse.

Labuschagne, who by nature always wanted to be the best, 
used the latest breeding techniques and by virtue of AI and 
embryo transfers he progressed rapidly. By using the WD 
78 bloodline he bred various excellent progeny such as 
R10 590/88, Dimbra EN 138/86 (Big and Tall) and Dimbra 
EN 139/86 (Hercules).  The latter was the father of amongst 
others R10 573/88 and R10 662/89. 

One of the best bulls bred by Labuschagne was R10 Red King 
89/79.  He was an extremely good show bull and was runner 
up to the Gold Cup in Johannesburg in 1984. The genetics of 
R10 Red King 89/79 went back to the bull Cherokee Vernon 
489.  R10 89 bred very well and approximately 1000 calves 

the bull Bar Circle 28/76 with much success and bred 
beautiful cows.  Boet Nel was a very good friend of Barry 
Orpen and after Barry’s death he remained the confidante of 
Valery Allsopp, Bary’s daughter.  Nel went to Bar Circle on 
a weekly basis to assist with the management and breeding 
in the herd.

Boet Nel’s “cattlemanship” also resulted in many red 
breeders in Natal moving towards the Gir. Nel and Elvin Krull 
became very good friends.  Krull established an excellent 
red Brahman herd in the East London area mainly from the 
Bar Circle 28/76 line. Like Bar Circle Nel eventually also 
moved to the more purebred Gir bloodlines.  He imported 
the bull Zorro 879 which pushed the genetics in the herd 
towards Gir.  Krull followed suit and also moved to the Gir 
line by using 5P bulls, which he imported and exchanged 
with Boet Nel.

KLUYTS BROTHERS of Marken were some of the very first 
red Brahman breeders. In 1975 they imported a red bull from 
Henry Clay Koontz, HK 75/3, which bred excellent animals. 
With the dissolution of the Kluyts partnership, Japie Kluyts 
moved his cattle to Derby and took with him a bull Kluyts 
Brazil 77, which performed very well indeed. 

Kluyts imported a bull from McKellar, McKellar Negro 
2/644, which bred outstanding progeny such as Kluyts King 
David. Kluyts Tjoek 9/86 and Mc 2/644 also bred beautiful 
females, which performed very well at shows and did the 
JFK branding proud.

Initially IKE EKSTEEN of Tarlton outside of Krugersdorp 
was a full blood racehorse breeder. He used this experience 
and breeding techniques in his breeding of red Brahmans. 
His acute observation abilities and effective management 
techniques made him a strong contender in the show ring. 
His good friend, James Paterson, advised him a great 
deal.  Eksteen was a supporter thereof that red and white 
Brahmans be judged in the same ring because the Brahman 
is in fact one breed of different colours. He acquired a very 
good bull Reed’s Red 57, which, together with his ingenuous 
use of the imported semen of bulls 5P Jose 417, Iman10/4 
and BBB 61, took him a long way on the road to success. 

Eksteen was also the breeder that made the American bull, 
WD 78, or Woods 78, famous in South Africa. Due to ill 

Lydenburg, who in 1972, was a very enthusiastic red breeder. 
He often went to Brazil and America and during one of his 
visits he met Dr Lee McKellar. The cooperation between 
McKellar and Claassen resulted in very good breeding 
material being imported to South Africa. There were cows 
and bulls from famous lines such as Cherokee Negro Negro 
882, Cherokee Negro 1/ 609 and McKellar Saddle Negro 
496. 

McKellar Negro 1/634, a son of McSaddle 496, stood at the 
AI station for a long time and bred very good Brahmans. 
Later Claassen started showing a tendency for the Gir blood 
lines with the importation of Gir females and a very good bull 
McKellar F Negro 1/734 (Girman), which greatly influenced 
even other herds in South Africa like that of Dr Tok Serfontein 
of Potchefstroom.

DR S.S LOMBARD, with his Sambok red Brahmans, went 
to a lot of trouble to acquire his breeding material.  For 
an extended period of time he stayed with the Garcias of 
Encino, Texas and Henry Clay Koonts to learn from them 
and to acquire some of their best bloodlines. He bred a very 
good bull Sambok RX 79/405, that left deep imprints in the 
industry.  Lombard’s one bull, Gatcha, was sold at the Super 
Sun sale to Sol Kerzner for R150 000. That was considered 
an enormous price at the time.

BISSE REED of Mooketsi, in 1970, started buying the best 
red Brahmans in South Africa. He bought from Barry Orpen 
but he also went to Texas and imported Brahmans from HK 
ranch. He brought in the excellent Gibimba 110 bloodline 
as well as Rio Cherokee 956, a son of the well-known bull, 
Cherokee Vernon 489. He later went back to McKellar and 
bought a cow with a bull calf Mc Arauto 745. The bull calf 
developed into a very good bull. He later also brought in 
the bull LKA Rio Cherokee 35, that within its short lifespan 
became the father of a very good breeding cow, Reed’s 
Red 174/77. She was a very good embryo donor as well. 
RE 174/77 bred bulls such as Reed’s Red 18/81, Reed’ Red 
75/82 and Reed’s Red 97/82 (Long John), to mention but a 
few.

BOET NEL of Wasbank had the ability to gather the best 
breeding material in Texas and South Africa. He had access 
to the very best genetics from Barry Orpen’s herd. He used 
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sales. Their most successful matings produced the following 
good animals: Ruby 61/88, Ruby 100/89, Ruby 300/93, and 
a cow Ruby 185/90.

They were also of the original shareholders in the bull 
KAH 18/8 (Wiseguy), which rendered an important genetic 
contribution in their herd. In 2001 their total red Brahman 
herd was offered at a successful total dispersal sale and 
they moved to the Cape where they pursued a different kind 
of career.

Summary 

Red Brahmans progressed very well in South Africa. With 
the skills of local breeders red Brahmans improved to such 
an extent that the bloodlines became the very best in the 
Brahman world. This statement is confirmed by the demand 
for South African genetics even in Australia and Brazil.

Traditionally South African cattlemen prefer red cattle and 
so does the commercial market. The synthetic breeds 
support the red Brahman by using the bloodlines to build 
their herds. South Africa should provide Zebu genetics to 
its neighbouring states and the rest of Africa. These markets 
have always favoured the red Brahman.

he was Head of Training of the Brahman Cattle Breeders’ 
Society.

The most concerning fact of the pioneering history of the 
red Brahman is that in 2006, it was only Theo Dicke that 
has remained in the industry as a full time breeder of red 
Brahmans and to whom it is still his bread and butter.

Younger red Brahman breeders that 
impacted on the industry 
DR TOK SERFONTEIN Masbra red Brahmans were 
established in 1982 with the acquisition of eleven heifers 
of Cherokee breeding from the herd of the McKellar/
Claassen stud of Lydenburg.  Right from the outset it was 
clear to Serfontein that the fundamental ingredients in the 
composition of a top breeding herd were fertility, production, 
purity and quality.  He only used the very best McKellar 
semen which included the following bulls: McKellar F Negro 
1/734, McKellar Negro 1/634, McKellar Nevegante 2/344, 
McKellar Jose Victory 133, McKellar Negro 1/383 and 
Cherokee Na 1/871. Line breeding was applied and in that 
way he developed new lines going back to the bloodlines of 
Cherokee Vernon 489 and his son Rio Cherokee 978.

Masbra bulls with successful progeny in other herds are 
Masbra 15/90, Masbra 19/92, Masbra 34/98, which has 
618 registered progeny including progeny in Australia and 
Canada. According to Serfontein it is a challenge to breed 
up to and achieve top quality, but an even greater challenge 
to retain and improve on such quality.

FANIE AND CHERYL VOSLOO was a tough team and 
moved to Mooketsi in 1982. Because Cheryl came from a 
family of Brahman stud breeders – Bisse Reed is her uncle 
and Margaret Bilse is her aunt – the Vosloo family also joined 
the stud industry. Their initial Brahmans carried many Reed 
bloodlines like Reed’s Red 100/76 and Reed’s Red 97/82 
(Long John). 

Fanie studied the best bloodlines and carefully planned his 
matings according to combinations that would deliver the 
best results. Vosloo’s whole herd was directed at artificial 
insemination, which Cheryl did very carefully and accurately. 
Very soon this herd became a force to be reckoned with in 
the show ring and they offered good breeding material at 

are registered in his name. One of the famous cows, R10 
Chocolate 802/91, was a daughter of Ward’s Bravo 1/109.  
She became national champion and won the Gold Cup at the 
Johannesburg Show. Labuschagne, an ingenuous promoter, 
marketed his herd very effectively and has presented 22 very 
successful production sales on his farm.  In 1996 he sold 
his total red Brahman herd to Dave and Yvette de Marillac 
of Gravelotte, whereafter he started concentrating on the 
breeding of Manso type Brahmans.

In 1973, BOSMAN LANDGOED embarked on the breeding 
of red Brahmans by the importation of a bull of Henry 
Clay Koontz by the name of HK Vernon 999, a direct son 
of Cherokee Vernon 489. They used HK Vernon 999 on the 
Norris part of their white Brahman herd with amazing results. 
The progeny were particularly well muscled although they 
were not dark red.  This progeny of HK Vernon 999 were 
awarded many show prizes for the Bosmans.  They bred 
a beautiful bull Banco 122/72 (Bushy), which was sold to 
Andries de Bruin at the Pretoria show sale for R36 000, 
which was a very high price back then.  The Bosmans used 
HK Vernon 999 extensively and the name is often repeated 
in the pedigrees of their Brahmans.

Initially THEO DICKE of Duiwelskloof bred white Brahmans. 
However, after five years it became clear to him that there 
was a stronger market for red Brahmans and in 1974 
Dicke also decided to go red. He used imported semen of 
bulls such as Mn Mr Red Mayro 986, Rio Cherokee 1/11, 
McSaddle Negro 496, Cherokee 1/606 and 5P Everado 757, 
and Dicke used the sons of these bulls in his herd which 
allowed him to progress rapidly and to excel at shows.

The bull KAH 18.88 (Wiseguy), was discovered by Dicke. 
This bull had a significant impact on the modern day red 
Brahman. One of his sons, Dicke Mr Wiseguy 444.90, was a 
very successful breeding sire in the Dicke herd.

Dicke has a unique knowledge of the bloodlines and 
pedigrees of Brahmans. He acquired this during his 
extensive travels to various countries of the world where 
Brahmans are being farmed. He applied his knowledge of 
functional efficiency which he learnt from Prof Jan Bonsma 
in his own herd with much success. He was not shy to share 
this knowledge and experience with other breeders while 
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and  the The Brahman 
development of 
synTheTic Breeds

The Brahman and its important role in the development of synthetic 
breeds is explained in this article written by Dr Johan Kluyts, well-known 
animal scientist and president of the Simmental/Simbra Cattle Breeders’ 
Society when the Brahman Cattle Breeders Society celebrated its 50th 
anniversary in South Africa.

The Brahman has a long and colourful history in the USA as well as in southern Africa. During this 
period the Brahman played a significant role in the development of synthetic breeds. Currently 
these breeds, such as the Simbra, Santa Gertrudis, Beefmaster and Brangus amongst others, 
are key role players in the South African beef industry. As an alternative for cross breeding 
commercial breeders are more interested in synthetic breeds presently.

The creation of synthetic breeds was motivated throughout by the need to improve on market 
demand or better adaptation to specific environmental conditions. Pure breeds and the existing 
cross breeding systems could normally not comply with this need and breeders started 
developing synthetic breeds.

Most of the initial cross breeding experiments in the south of the USA were based on the cross 
breeding of Bos indicus types (i.e. Brahman) and Bos taurus types (i.e. British and European 
beef and dual-purpose breeds). The purpose was to combine the hardiness of the Brahman 
(walk ability, heat, parasite and disease resistance) with the high productivity of the Bos taurus 
breeds. As a result of the large genetic diversity amongst the various breeds a high rate of 
heterosis was a welcome bonus.

Dr Johan Kluyts
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breeding, keep large herds).
• Retain an open herd book (new first generation 

composites are taken up). 
• Keep the programme of breed creation as simple as 

possible. 

Benefits of synthetic breeds:

• Easier to manage (easier than cross-breeding systems).
• Rapid genetic progress with the first cross (faster than 

selection). 
• Complementary attributes (combining good charac-

teristics of different breeds.) 
• Higher productivity and profitability (utilise heterosis).
• Greater genetic variation (better response to selection is 

possible). 
• Synthetic breeds can be kept in small herds (on small 

scale), which are too small for sensible cross breeding.
• Can be kept in both stud and/or commercial.
• Unplanned cross breeding (hybridisation) is avoided.

The most important synthetic breeds in South Africa, which 
clearly illustrates the impact that they are having, are dealt 
with below. 

Simbra/Simbrah/Simbrazil

The breeding of the Simbrah started in the south of Texas 
during 1960 after Simmental semen was imported and 
used on Brahman animals. The purpose of these pioneering 
breeders was to combine the high productivity of the 
Simmental with the hardiness of the Brahman.  However, 
it was only in 1977 that the Simbrah was acknowledged 
and registered by the American Simmental Association in 
Bozeman, (Montana). From there the Simbrah idea spread 
to many parts of the world where the Simmental:Brahman 
combination differs according to the various environments.

With much vision and insight the Action Committee of the 
Simmental Cattle Breeders Society of Southern Africa of 
1986/87, recommended the development of the Simbra 
to the Annual General Meeting. This recommendation was 
unanimously approved and in terms of the Act, the Simbra 
was declared a developing breed on 11 December 1987.

in the same way as a pure breed (single herd).  In other 
words, not as a complex/intricate cross breeding system 
with various herds of different breeds.  Synthetic breeds are 
further unique in the sense that they can be kept both as 
stud and/or commercial herds.

The breeding of synthetic breeds differ from that of pure 
breeds in a number of aspects:

• Synthetic breeds are bred in three clearly distinguishable 
phases where the first is the creation of the synthetic 
breed (cross), the second the stabilising of the synthetic 
breed over a number of generations and thirdly the 
breeding of the stabilised synthetic breed.

• With synthetic breeds, not only are we interested in 
improving breeding values, but also to retain a high level 
of heterosis (by avoiding in breeding).

• With pure breeding, relatively more emphasis is placed 
on the selection of a few outstanding individuals, whilst 
in synthetic breeds relatively more emphasis is placed on 
the selection of groups of outstanding animals.

Important aspects to bear in mind with the creation of 
synthetic breeds:

• The choice of parent breeds is the first and most critical 
step in the development and success of synthetic 
breeds.  Parent breeds must complement each other in 
respect of a wide range of characteristics.

• Define the purpose of the breed (i.e. maternal, terminal 
sire breed).  Most synthetic breeds have a general 
purpose.  The object of a breed determines how the 
breed will be marketed.

• Can productivity consistently be retained over 
generations? 

• What is the source of replacement animals (sires) – can 
be self-bred or bought breed or buy. 

• Strive towards optimum levels of performance.
• Breeding values are important in the choice of animals 

from the parent breeds.
• How accurate is the breeding value prediction?
• Stabilise the breed with inter mating.
• Retain as much heterosis as possible, especially in later 

generations (use many sires in the programme, avoid in 

Breed Creation

The process of breed creation spans thousands of years. 
Although initially there was no formal plan for breed creation, 
the development of synthetic breeds is now a well-planned 
and scientific process.

The most probable steps in breed creation are the 
following: 

- Determine a proper breeding objective;
- By virtue of test crossings or existing information, 

determine the best animals, breeds or combination of 
breeds for the specific objective;

- Establish the best proportional (relative) composition of 
the suitable breeds; and 

- Draw up a breeding and selection policy.
- If the above steps are successful in the creation of the 

desired animal/breed, the breed will become popular 
and more herds will be established.

- Create an organisational infra-structure and herd book; 
and 

- Establish a genetic evaluation system.

Synthetic breeds are created by the crossing of two or 
more pure breeds and the cross is thereafter stabilised 
over various generations by virtue of inter mating. Synthetic 
breeds can now be managed as pure breeds.

The object is, and was, to increase productivity and 
profitability by combining the best traits of the various breeds 
and to retain a large percentage of the total heterosis without 
further cross breeding.  However, up till now there have been 
very few attempts to retain heterosis in the synthetic breed, 
especially in later generations. 

Heterosis is the increased percentage that is obtained as 
a result of the way in which the genes of various breeds 
combine with and enhance each other. This performance is 
higher than the average performance of the parent breeds. 
Heterosis effects are normally higher in reproduction 
and fitness traits (low heredity) than in growth traits.  It is 
important to retain as much heterosis as possible in these 
economically important traits.

To manage a synthetic breed is simple, as it is managed 
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Due to climatological similarities between the south of the 
USA and certain parts of South Africa, local breeders showed 
an interest in the Beefmaster. An information day attended 
by 63 interested people was held on 12 November 1985. At 
this meeting a council was elected and the Beefmaster was 
acknowledged shortly afterwards as a developing breed.

Brangus

The Brangus is the result of a cross breeding programme 
where the Brahman was combined with the Scottish 
Aberdeen Angus. This breeding programme started during 
1932 at the USDA research station Jeanerette in Louisiana. 
Similar cross breeding programmes have been started by 
farmers, especially in Texas and Oklahoma.

The purpose of the USDA was to develop a breed that could 
adapt to the high temperatures and humidity of the southern 
coastal plains. The final breed composition was 5/8 Angus 
and 3/8 Brahman. A breeders’ society was founded in 1949.  
*The SA Brangus Society was founded in 1963, currently has 
168 members and the number of registered animals is 
28 968.  *Information courtesy the SA Brangus Society.

The Brangus attempts at combining the heat and disease 
resistance of the Brahman with the meat quality of the 
Angus.

experimenting with cross breeding in order to develop a new 
breed for profitable production under their environmental 
conditions. The Zebu/Shorthorn combination was the most 
successful and the Santa Gertrudis was developed over the 
past 30 years. The final combination of the breed was 5/8 
Shorthorn and 3/8 Brahman.

The Santa Gertrudis was officially acknowledged by the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in 1940 
and a breeders’ society was founded in 1951.  There are 
presently more than 4 000 active breeders worldwide.

Santa Gertrudis was imported to South Africa for the first 
time in 1962.

Beefmaster 

The development of the Beefmaster started during 1930 
in the southern parts of Texas.  Tom Lasater, who was 
a very practical man when it came to objectives and 
methods, attempted to establish a reliable combination 
of six economically important characteristics. These were 
fertility, weight, conformation, hardiness, adaptability and 
milk production. By virtue of strict selection, a breed was 

developed that could produce and reproduce under severe 
conditions.

The breed combination of the Beefmaster is approximately 
1/4 Shorthorn, 1/4 Hereford and 1/2 Brahman. A breeder’s 
society was founded in 1961.

This recommendation and approval had far-reaching effects. 
The Simbra stirred interest unheard of before and in less 
than 26 years it had grown to the fourth largest (in terms 
of numbers) beef/dual purpose cattle breed in South Africa. 

The Simbra is currently a full member of the Simmental and 
Simbra Cattle Breeders Society of southern Africa.  All breed 
matters (registrations, performance testing, promotion, etc.) 
are done in the modern office complex in Bloemfontein.

Santa Gertrudis 

The name of the Santa Gertrudis comes from land donated 
by a member of the Spanish royalty. The Wild Horse Desert 
was the place where captain Richard King established the 
headquarters of the famous King Ranch in Texas in 1853.  
The farm, comprising a single block of approximately 334 000 
hectares, still belongs to the descendants of Richard King.  
Sixty thousand animals of a breed (the Santa Gertrudis), 
which was developed on the farm, are currently being kept.

The Santa Gertrudis was the result of a well-planned, 
purposeful and practical breeding plan by the brothers 
Robert and Richard Kleberg. Their original object was the 

upgrading of Texas Longhorns with Shorthorn and Hereford 
bulls.  However, the British breeds were not profitable and 
could also not adapt to the heat and diseases of the sub-
tropical environment. 

In 1910 King Ranch obtained a ‘Brahman’ bull.  They started 
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*The Braford Society of SA was founded in 1997.  Currently they have 36 stud members and around 7000 registered animals 
on the Breedplan system.

The genetic composition of the Braford varies across regions.  Brahman qualities like hardiness, mothering ability and 
smooth coat, to name a few, greatly contributes to the general popularity of the Braford in SA.  

Heterosis is utilized to the fullest extent in this breed and F1 crosses are very successful in both the feedlots and on 
extensive grazing.  Strict selection is applied constantly using visual classification as well as EBVs provided by Breedplan.  
The success of this strategy is proven by the steady rise in numbers through-out South Africa, Namibia and Mauritius.

The Braford Society will be hosting the 6th World Congress in 2014 and is regarding this as a golden opportunity to promote 
this medium-sized breed to its fullest. *Braford information was provided by Charlotte Schuitte, President of the SA Braford Society.

In Table 1 a summary is provided of the different synthetic breeds that had been developed with the Brahman as one of the 
parent breeds.

Table 1.   Breeds and types developed from the Brahman:

Breed / type   Origin Composition

American Breed  New Mexico ½ Brahman : ¼ Charolais : ¼ Bison / Shorthorn / Hereford

Brahmousin South Western VSA 3/8 Brahman : 5/8 Limousin

Brahorn Texas, Louisiana Brahman : Shorthorn 

Bralers Texas Brahman : Salers

Brangus Texas, Oklahoma 3/8 Brahman : 5/8 Angus

Bravon Florida Brahman : Devon

Bra-Swiss Texas Brahman : Brown Swiss

Charbray Texas, Louisiana, Australia 3/8 – 1/8 Brahman : 5/8 – 7/8 Charolais   

Charford Arizona 1/8 Brahman : ½ Charolais : 3/8 Hereford

Droughtmaster Australia 3/8 – ½ Brahman : 5/8 – ½ Shorthorn 

Mandalong Special Australia 17% Brahman : 58% Continantal (Charolais,
  Chianina):  25% British (Shorthorn)

Sabre  Texas 1/8 Brahman : 7/8 Sussex : 

Santa Gertrudis Texas  3/8 Brahman : 5/8 Shorthorn : 

Simbra (h) VSA, RSA 5/8 Brahman (VSA) : 5/8 Simmentaler  
  ¾ – ¼ Brahman (RSA) : ¼ – ¾ Simmentaler 

Braford Victoria, Texas ¼ Brahman : ¾ Hereford
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21 Years later:
Membership standing at 1030
In 1978, with the commemoration of the 21st anniversary 
of the Brahman Cattle Breeders’ Society, the society 
published an overview of the establishment and growth 
of the Brahman in South Africa and announced with great 
pride that, within the space of almost two decades, 
the membership of the Society had grown from 41 to 
1 030. During the same period registered cattle numbers 
increased from 196 to 10 224.

SA Brahman Bureau was founded in 1974. The duty of this 
department was to carefully attend to any problems within 
the breed and to investigate all possible means of solving 
such problems. In 1975 the Society opened its own office 
and all Society activities were brought together under one 
roof.

The ultimate purpose of the Brahman breed in South Africa 
is to provide material for cross breeding with other breeds, 
in order to stimulate cross-bred beef production. In order to 
promote the production of highly effective and virile bulls, 
the Society endeavours as far as possible to encourage 
its members to actively participate in the National Beef 
Performance testing scheme.

The Brahman benefited by the import restrictions. Prior to 
restrictions being imposed by the State in 1976, the Society 
limited the total number of animals to be imported per 
member to six. The result was that small herds, consisting of 
five or six imported animals, sprang up overnight. Because 
it is impossible to perform selection in such small herds, 
import restrictions served to contain this tendency, which 

future for the
The bright
Brahman in the 
sOUTh AFricAn BeeF indUsTry

In a foreword to the Landbouweekblad’s commemorative supplement 

in 1977, which heralded the 20th year of existence of the Brahman Cattle 

Breeders’ Society of SA, Mr AJ Coetzer, President of the Society, predicted a 

promising future for the breed.

AJ Coetzer

Since the first importations of Brahman to South Africa in 
1954, the breed has experienced steady progress and has 
proved that as far as beef production was concerned, it 
was a factor to be reckoned with. Brahmans are fulfilling an 
increasingly important role in beef production because of the 
utilisation of the breed’s remarkable adaptability and cross 
breeding abilities.

From the outset the Brahman Cattle Breeders’ Society 
endeavoured to keep abreast of modern developments and 
a watchful eye was always kept on the quality of registered 
animals. In order to exercise control over animals imported 
from abroad, importation restrictions were imposed as far 
back as 1964 in order to avoid the large-scale importation 
of animals.

More recently, when it appeared that mass imports were 
threatening the breed, the Brahman Society was the first to 
impose a total embargo on the importation of females for a 
period of three years. This step was taken prior to the state 
having imposed an embargo in respect of all breeds.

In an attempt to obtain more information on the breed, the 
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