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BREED IMPROVEMENT Wessel Hattingh

arming in South Africa has
reached a crossroads where a
newway of thinking and amore
dynamic approach is required

in order to survive, saysMrWessel Hat-
tingh, chairman of the Brahman Cattle
Breeders’ Society of SouthAfrica.
South Africa competes in a competi-
tive global market and farmers have to
use all aids at their disposal. On top of
this, climate change, rising production
costs and retail prices of products that
don’t necessarily keep upwith changes
in the production landscape put addi-
tional pressure on farmers, including of
courseBrahmanbreeders.
Thelandavailableforcattleandsheep
farming is also under pressure because

of population pressure, climatic chang-
es and the expansionof game farming.
During the past year the Brahman
Council has looked at developing a new
strategythat takesall thesefactors into
account and is based on an in-depth
studyofBrahman studand commercial
cattle farmers, aswell as feedlotters.
Based on this study, the Council de-
cided that the focus should be on cer-
tain traits of the breed – both positive
and negative. To carry out this direc-
tive, a marketing plan was drawn up
for the next four years. This includes a
partnership between the Society and
itsmembers, theAgriculturalResearch
Council (ARC), the University of the
Free State, as well as animal scientists

New and innovative thinking drives
the Brahman Cattle Breeders’
Society of South Africa’s efforts
to promote the breed locally and
regionally. In doing so the breed’s
best traits will be promoted, while
eliminating the uneconomic ones.

MrWessel
Hattingh

New plans for a bright
future for the Brahman

and economists in the private sector.

NEW ACTIVITIES
The marketing plan involves a promo-
tional programme that features seven
supplements to be inserted in a range
of agricultural magazines, that focus
on the economic value of the breed’s
unique traits; a publicity campaign that
includes a new trademark; and the con-
tinuation of practical activities such as
training and farmers’ days.
“We are also involving postgraduate
students in the work of the Society,
which creates further opportunities for
both the students and the Society,” ex-
plainsWessel.Specialattentionwillalso
be paid to the local market by promot-
ing the breed and ensuring Brahmans
are recognised for the overwhelmingly
positive influence they can play as a
dam line in F1 programmes and pure-
bred commercial lines. This includes
promoting the use of Brahman bulls to
add value to breeding programmes.

RedBrahmans inastandofflowering
Themeda triandra. This cattlebreedplays
adominant role inanumberof countries.
Photo:AndréPretorius
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The Brahman Council will also pay at-
tention to the breed’s negative traits to
find ways to eliminate them, especially
as traits such as temperament is highly
hereditary and easy to breed out of
herds. According to feedlot owners, a
well-adapted, purebred Brahman with
good musculature is in great demand
in feedlots. On the other hand, a late-
maturing, rangy, temperamental Brah-
man is not desirable, and such animals
should be eliminated.

FOREIGN MARKET
The Brahman is the ideal breed for
Southern Africa, thanks to its heat
adaptability, its resistance to parasites
and ticks, and its excellent ability to
adapt to all tropical and subtropical
conditions. “Weare currently busywith
an outreach programme to strengthen
ties and promote the breed even fur-
ther in the region,” saysWessel.
“The strong demand for Brahmans in
developing countries such as Angola,
Mozambique and the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo creates opportuni-
ties for Southern African breeders to
supply those countries with breeding
material. This is why I strongly believe
in expanding the use of F1 as well as
purebred and commercial Brahmans
for dam lines to satisfy demand.”
It is therefore important for the stud
industry to ensure that protocols are
put in place to effectively distribute

SEVENSUPPLEMENTSABOUTTHEBRAHMAN,THESTARTOFANEXTRAORDINARYEFFORT

This is the first in a series of seven
supplements about the Brahman breed to
be published over the next four years.
Mr Jan van Zyl, Council member of the
Brahman Cattle Breeders’ Society of
South Africa, is coordinating the project,
with the support of Dr Dirkie Strydom and
Prof Frikkie Neser of the University of the
Free State. Landbouweekbladwill compile
the supplements and in terms of an
agreement with Veeplaas,Stockfarm and
Farmer’sWeekly, they will be distributed
across Southern Africa.

The first supplement gives an overview
of why the Brahman is such a sought-after
breed in Africa and, in fact, all over the
world. The information was provided by the
Brahman Cattle Breeders’ Society, some of
our foremost animal scientists and leaders
in the Brahman industry.

The next six supplements will be

published annually during the week of
the Nampo Harvest Day in May and the
second week of September, with a print run
of 100 000 copies per supplement. Each
supplement will focus on a specific strong
trait of the Brahman, and the economic
value of each trait. Readers should keep
these supplements, advises Jan, as they
will eventually form a unit and become a
collector’s item, backed up by scientific
facts and thorough research.

Jan says research shows that about
52% of the South African cow herd carries
Brahman genes, and he expects this figure
to increase dramatically. Africa needs
Brahmans and already there is a strong
demand, so the breeding of purebred
Brahmans should be stepped up.

In Harare, where Jan recently judged
bulls at the national bull auction, 70% of
all the animals on auction were purebred

Brahmans. “From that we can deduce that
neither politics nor people can hold back
the Brahman. It is becoming increasingly
popular and is set to make a big and
positive contribution to meat production in
Southern Africa,” says Jan.

“When I look at the future of the Brahman,
it shines so brightly it hurts my eyes. We
have dynamic people all over the world
who work with large numbers of this
unique breed. Thanks to its superb traits,
the breed has proven itself internationally.

“We need big stud herds as well as
purebred commercial herds in Southern
Africa, because demand outstrips supply.
This is why Brahmans already realise high
prices, and we expect a big increase in
demand, and prices. Now is the time to join
the industry or to enlarge existing herds.

“Good luck with your cattle farming, and
may soft rains fall where your cattle graze.”

Southern Africa’s breeding material.
This includestheexportofembryos, se-
menand stud animals.

BREED IMPROVEMENT
Wessel says performance testing is
vitally important and breeders are en-
couraged tomake full use of theBreed-
plan system. This includes the measur-
ing and weighing of cattle, ultrasound
scanning, measurement of carcass
traits and improvement of reproduc-
tion (days to calving).
The most dynamic project ever tack-
led by the combined stud cattle indus-
try is the Beef Genomics Programme
(BGP), which involves all breeds. It will
run for the next 10 years, probably con-
tinuously. The government, through

theARC, academic institutionsandcat-
tle breeders’ societies are all deeply in-
volved. Government has already grant-
ed R10 million for the project over the
next three years. A delegation of the
Livestock Registering Federation (LRF)
also visited Australia recently to see
firsthandtheprogress that thecountry
hasmadewith a similar project.
Breeders participate in the program-
mebyselectingagroupofcowsthatare
part of a AI-synchronisation program-
me in which selected AI bulls are used

AfewgreyBrahmansgrazing in theveld.
This cattlebreedand its relatedbreeds
dominate theSouthAfricanandSouthern
Africanbeef-cattle industry.
Photo:SytzeSmit
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BREED IMPROVEMENT

Genetics by design
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to impart certain desirable traits and to
increase overall accuracy. After AI, the
breeder uses his own bulls, and calves
born within 45 days are included in the
programme.

Heifer calves involved in a reproduc-
tion and ultrasound-scanning program-
me on the breeder’s farm remain in the
programmeuntilaftertheirsecondcalf.

Bull calves born into the programme
are sent to test stations where nett
feed intake is measured and ultrasound
scanning is done to determine meat
traits. At the conclusion of the test, half
the bulls are slaughtered to measure
carcass traits and the other half are re-
turned to the farm.

DNA tests are done on all of the ani-
mals, which will eventually produce ge-
nomic results for traits that are hard to
measure, such as nett feed intake and
reproduction. The information gathe-
red from this programme will make a
hugegeneticcontributiontotheoverall
promotion of the industry.

WesselsaystheBreeders’Societyalso
promotes participation in research pro-

grammes and supports a programme
done by the University of the Free State
at the Sernick Bull Testing Station.

TRAINING AND
INFORMATION
The Society has hosted regional mee-
tings with breeders across the country
to introduce this new thinking. There
are also regular training courses, and
anannual judges’conferencewherepo-
licy is determined and attention is paid
to various breed traits.

The Council will also implement an ac-
tive selection programme and involve
the breed judges to ensure all bulls are
branded with a new B marking, which is
already part of the new logo. This will
ensure that only sought-after breeding
material reaches the market, and unde-
sirable breeding material is eliminated.

INFRASTRUCTURE
It is a privilege to be part of a breeders’
society with a dynamic council, sup-
portive staff, excellent office facilities
and investments, says Wessel. “The

dynamics, cohesion and pride are qua-
lities that allow us to go from strength
to strength. The fact that we’re contri-
buting to the improvement of all cattle
breeds puts us in an enviable position
and ensures growth and dynamism.”

The Society is grateful that its pro-
gramme will be supported for the next
four years by premium sponsors and
partners, namely BKB, Cape Gate, Hol-
lard and Voermol, as well as First Na-
tional Bank, which has provisionally
committed to a sponsorship of a year.
“It is heartening to see that such big,
dynamic companies have so much trust
in our breed and action plans. We thank
you, and look forward to all the activi-
ties you will be involved in, and we hope
it will prove to be a valuable investment
that will add value to your businesses.

“I trust that this supplement, Why
Brahman in Southern Africa?, with
its scientific content and information
about the spread of Brahmans globally,
will motivate other cattle farmers to
also start farming with this wonderfully
unique breed.”





WHY KROON VEE?
1) We are home to one of the biggest
white and red Brahman stud herds in
Southern Africa.

2) Our pure white and red commercial
herds are currently being expanded as a result of a huge demand for our genetics.

3) Our herd is known for its excellent temperament, fertility and adaptability, because it is
run by a management team focused on production and reproduction, with accurate
records of all cattle.

4) Kroon Vee genetics can be found with proud owners in all the provinces of the RSA, as well
as in Namibia, Botswana, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Nigeria and even as far as Australia.

5) These huge herds are accommodated totally extensive on the veld of the Ghaap Plateau
near Vryburg, as well as the Langberg mountains near Olifantshoek in the Kalahari, where
rainfall is limited.

6) Our main market is still leading Stud and commercial producers that have been buying all
their genetics from us, because our genetics generate profit for them and add value to
their herds.

We thank all our buyers and clients that became our friends and family over the years and
who keep on sharing Kroon Vee Genetic’s message of success.

We look forward to your visit!

SINCE 1972



SALE COMPLEX SALE IN ACTION SALE YARD

ANNUAL PRODUCTION SALE - FIRST WEDNESDAY IN NOVEMBER

KROON VEE ACHIEVEMENTS OVER 13 YEARS
2002 - Jan van Zyl (Sr) National Farmer of the Year - Central Region.
2004 - LBW/Breedplan Brahman - Stud Farmer of the Year.
2006 - Jan van Zyl (Jr) SA Youth Show Champion Beef Cattle Showman of the Year.
2007 - LBW/Breedplan Afrikaner - Stud Breeder of the Year.
2008 - LBW/Breedplan Brahman - Stud Breeder of the Year.

Southern African Stud Breeder of the Year.
2009 - Highest priced bull on national sale.
2012 - Gideon van Zyl - Northwest Young Farmer of the Year.
2013 - National Beef Cattle Herd of the Year (Northern Cape).
2014 - Brahman World Congress Show - 9 champions and 6 reserve champions.

Our own KROON VEE prospectus.
2014 - SA National Cattle Farmer of the Year (Voermol).

Jan: jan@kroonvee.com
+27 (0)82 444 5222

Gideon: gideon@kroonvee.com
+27 (0)82 944 0600

Jan Jnr: jvz@kroonvee.com
+27 (0)82 944 0500
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Charl van RooyenHISTORY

The first few decades of the
Brahman breed’s presence in
Southern Africa were marked
by exceptional highlights and
extraordinary commitment by beef
pioneers and legendary breeders.
The breed’s history can, however,
be traced back much further.

Charl vanRooyen

BarCircle 14/62belonging toMrJBOrpen
wascrowned the 1965championBrahman
cowat theRoyalShow inPietermaritzburg.
MrOrpenalsoshowed thesenior champion
Brahmanbull thatyear.

TheBrahmanbullNCC Sir Imparanso
belonging toMrAJCoetzer fromHoopstad,
wascrowned thenewseniorandgrand
championbull of thebreedat the 1965
PretoriaShowwhere thenationalBrahman
championships tookplace thatyear.

ThebullBosbro, crownedchampionbeef
animal andoverallBrahmanchampionat
the 1967WindhoekShow.Hebelonged to
the legendaryBosmanEstate inDouglas,
whoalsomanaged towinall theBrahman
championship titlesat theshowthatyear.

available in those two states at the
time, writes Leon. In time, more Bos
indicus cattle were imported, and the
American Brahman was born — the first
beef breed to be developed in the USA.
Those pioneering farmers soon realised
they were dealing with a breed that was
quickly stabilising genetically, and one
that was very different to the European
and other Asiatic cattle they were used
to. The American Brahman Breeders’
Association was established in 1924,
and in time, the breed started to enjoy
worldwide recognition and acceptance.
Today it is established all over the world
as the dam line of many national herds.

Other countries started importing
Brahmans once they became aware
of the breed’s singular qualities, and
by the time the American Brahman
Breeders’ Association celebrated its
50th birthday in 1974, it had already ex-
ported Brahmans to 62 countries.

JÜRGEN CRANZ
An epic journey by sea and rail her-
alded the first chapter of the Brah-
man in Southern Africa, when the late
Mr Jürgen Cranz and his new wife Vera
travelled to the United States for their
honeymoon, and of course to buy seven
Brahman bulls and ten calves from the

The proud history of
a proud beef breed

he cattle of the world be-
long to the genus Bos, and
can be divided into two spe-
cies, namely Bos taurus,
which originated in Europe

(the European breeds), andBos indicus,
which mainly come from India and Paki-
stan (broadly speaking, all humped cat-
tle). The Brahman is thus aBos indicus.

The name Brahman has its origin in
theUnitedStates,wheretheneedarose
for cattle that could perform under
challenging environmental conditions,
writes Mr Leon Locke, an American cat-
tle breeder and judge. The locally avail-
able cattle were just not up to the job,
which lead to a search for cattle that
could flourish under extreme condi-

tions. It was in the states of Texas and
Louisiana on the Gulf Coast, in particu-
lar, where farmers in the second half of
the 19th century realised they needed
to find a beef cattle breed that could
compete with beef production in other
American states.

European breeds had potential, but
long-term exposure to unfavourable
conditions — like poor soil and grazing,
hightemperaturesandhumidity,aswell
as low altitude and insect infestations —
wreaked havoc with these animals, and
production remained disappointing.

AMERICAN BRAHMAN
Some farmers eventually started us-
ing humped cattle from Asia that were

T
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Mr Jürgen Cranz, who imported the first
Brahmans to Southern Africa.

Dr Gerrie van der Merwe, the first chairman
of South Africa’s Breeders’ Society.

Rajah Ikey de Manso belonging to Mr DJL
Ferreira of Grootvadersbos, Bothaville.
The photo dated 1960 sports the quaint
caption: “In the olden days our farmers had
to make do with cull animals, but today they
have showy animals, even importing from
the United States of America.”

The Brahman Breeders’ Society invested R40 000 in defence bonds in 1977. The photo
was taken in Bloemfontein at the handing over of the cheque by Mr Louis Bosman (right),
deputy chairman of the Society, to Brig M.J. du Plessis (second from left), commander of
the Free State Command. Left is Mr Dave Morley, secretary of the society, and second from
right Ms Hettie Botha, the society’s marketing secretary.

Mr Manie Maritz with one of his stud bulls, a cross between a red and grey Brahman.

legendary JD Hudgins and three bulls
from Vernon Frost.

The cattle were transported by sea
from New Orleans to Cape Town, with
the couple on board to keep an eye on
their new charges where they stood in
groups of four on the deck in stalls built
from wooden crates.

When a state vet examined them
at Cape Town Harbour for foot-and-
mouth disease, his rough handling of
them saw them break out and wreak
havoc on deck. Unsurprisingly, the
sailors were of little help. Fortunately
a local policeman who had grown up
on a farm helped to get the frightened
animalsback intotheirstalls.Theywere
then lowered onto a railway truck on
the quay, from where they were taken
to the quarantine station.

After four weeks in quarantine the
cattle were transported by rail to South
West Africa (now Namibia), with Jür-
gen sleeping between them on lucerne
bales. In February 1954, they finally ar-
rived on Jürgen’s farm.

Jürgen Cranz can therefore rightly be
regarded as the father of the Southern
African Brahman.

THE BRAHMAN IN
SOUTH AFRICA
The Brahman Cattle Breeders’ Society
of South Africa was established on
6 November 1957 in Kroonstad, where
11 breeders from all over the country
gathered for this important event, one
that would irrevocably change the beef
industry. At that stage, 260 Brahmans
had already been imported to South
Africa,SouthWestAfrica(Namibia)and
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe).
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HISTORY

Dr GS (Gerrie) van der Merwe from
Bothavillewaselectedasthefirstchair-
man, Mr GL de Wet from Hoopstad the
vice-chairman and Mr JD Brits the so-
ciety’s secretary.
The other founding members were

CJHoltzhausenfromBothaville,DJLFer-
reira from Bothaville, RJ Brits from
Zeerust, LH Claassen from Reitz, C van
der Merwe from Kroonstad, AI Marais
from Ladysmith, JJ Gregory from Was-
bank, AJ Coetzer from Hoopstad and
JJRautenbach fromKroonstad.
On 16 March 1958, the SA Stud Book

registering authority recognised the
Brahman as a full-fledged breed. In De-
cember 1958, the Stud Book awarded
affiliation to theBrahmanCattleBreed-
ers’ Society, making it the Stud Book’s
50thmember.
The first bull registered in South Afri-

ca was JDH Aristo Monarco Manso 1/31
and the first female animal was JDH
LadyActondeManso 1/31, bothbelong-
ing toJürgenCranz.

JAMES GREGORY
Mr James Gregory is seen as the pio-
neer who first brought the Brahman to
South Africa. He bought his first Brah-
manbull fromJürgen(accordingtoJür-
gena certainMrNell bought theanimal
with James) and took the bull to the
WasbankValley nearDundee.
Soon after, more cattle farmers start-

ed importing Brahmans.MrAJCoetzer
(chairmanat the time)wrote the follow-
ing in a 1977 Landbouweekblad supple-
ment, on the occasion of the Society’s
20th anniversary: “Since thefirst Brah-
mans were imported to South Africa
in 1954, the breed has shown steady
progress and proven itself as a very
important factor in the field of meat
production . . . through exploiting the
breed’s remarkable adaptability and
crossbreeding potential.”
Since the Breeders’ Society’s affili-

ation with SA Stud Book in 1958, one
of the key goals had been to maintain
a high quality animal. To achieve this
inspections were made a prerequisite
for registration of animals in 1962. This

MrDaveMorley

also applied to imported animals.
Until 1973, the Stud Book’s technical

department ran theBreeders’ Society’s
activities, and the secretarial work was
handled by the Stud Book’s secretarial
services from 1960 to 1974. In 1973, the
Breeders’ Society expanded its activi-
ties with the establishment of the SA
Brahman Bureau, which had to take
responsibility for breed publicity and
promotion.
The Breeders’ Society opened its first

dedicated office in 1975 in Bloemfon-
tein, and since then all secretarial, pro-
motional and technical work has been
done from there.

RIGHTFUL PLACE
In a commemorative journal published
in 1983 to celebrate the Breeders’ So-
ciety’s 25th anniversary, Mr AJ (Alf)
Coetzer writes about the struggle to
give the Brahman its rightful place as
top cattle breed in SouthAfrica.
It was no easy task. There was resist-

ance from various quarters, amongst
others from the beef trade who al-
leged the Brahman’s meat was of a
lesser quality: “These attacks had one
good result. It taught the people who
believed in the Brahman back then to
stand together.”
The attacks were warded off, not only

by the breeders but also by the Brah-

man itself, thanks to its exceptional
qualities, especially its ability to pro-
ducebeef.
One of the people who fought for the

Brahman was the late Mr Dave Morley,
in thosedaysexecutivesecretaryof the
Breeders’ Society. On the occasion of
thecelebrationoftheSociety’s25than-
niversary, he said the breed’s success
was a result of the input of committed
breeders and the breed proving it had
the important economic qualities nec-
essary for redmeat production.
He was convinced the Brahman was

being falsely accused of having a poor
temperament – “almost without excep-
tion this comes from uninformed peo-
ple, who have very little or no general
knowledge about the breed and espe-
cially because of the ignorance of how
toworkwith such intelligent cattle”.

BREEDPLAN
TheBreeders’Societystartedusing the
internationalBreedplansystemin2001.
Before this, Stud Book did all registra-
tions, but thenewAnimal Improvement
Act of 1998 allowed breeders’ associa-
tions the freedom to act as independ-
ent registering authorities and to issue
their own registration certificates.
Dr Michael Bradfield, head of Breed-

plan in Southern Africa, describes
Breedplanasthemostadvancedgenet-
ic cattle evaluation systemof its kind in
the world. In 2003, it also introduced
theHerdmastermanagement software
for Brahmanbreeders in SouthAfrica.

PIONEERS
Some of the great Brahman pio-
neers were Attie Marais (Ladysmith),
Dr Gerrie van der Merwe (Bothaville),
Alf Coetzer (Hoopstad), the Bosman
brothers (Douglas), John Warren
(Gravelotte),Manie andBeatriceMaritz
(Thabazimbi), Barry Orpen (KwaZulu-
Natal), Reg Hunt (Warrenton), the Ter-
blanche family (Vryburg), Nico Meyer
(Lichtenburg), Eric Bilse (Mooketsi),
Bob Tecklenburg (Barberton), Theo
andMarié Dicke (Modjadjiskloof), Tobie
and Millie van Heerden (Migdol) and
Llewellyn Labuschagne (Letsitele).

Information from the Brahman Cat-
tle Breeders’ Society of South Africa’s
commemorative issue Die Intelligente
Keuse: Brahman 50 Jaar in Suid-Afri-
ka, published in 2007. Copies are avail-
able from theBreeders’ Society office.

‘These attacks had one good result. It
taught the people who believed in the
Brahman back then to stand together.’
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Jan van ZylGEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION

The Brahman’s
global footprint

he Brahman breed is found
all over the world, including
North and South America,
Europe, Australia, Africa
andAsia.

The conclusion can be drawn that the
breedeasilyadaptstodifferentclimatic
and rainfall regions, and makes a huge

contribution to global beef production,
says Mr Jan van Zyl, the Brahman Cat-
tle Breeders’ Society Council member
responsible for advertising and pro-
motion. Jan’s efforts will include the
compilation of seven supplements to
be inserted into various agricultural
magazines over thenext four years.

North America has the largest con-
centration of 2 500 registered bree-
ders,withBrahmansoccurring inall the
states of theUS.
The breed is also found throughout

South America, with particularly large
herds inArgentinaandBrazil. Although
the Brazilian herds are mostly Nelore,
one must bear in mind that the Nelore,
Guzerat, Indo-Brazil and Gir are also
classified as Brahman. In North Ame-
rica, one finds mainly grey Manso and
RedBrahmans,which also are themost
popular choices of the Brahman breed
in SouthernAfrica andAustralia.
The second-largest concentration of

registeredBrahmans breeders is found
in Australia, standing at 1 100. South
Africa has 400 and Namibia 125 regis-
tered breeders. South Africa, Namibia,
Australia and the US are alsomembers
of the International Brahman Forum,
which was established with the aim
of comparing Brahmans in these four
countries using performance test data.
TheBrahmanCattleBreeders’Society

of South Africa has also made contact
with Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe,
Zambia and Mozambique in order to
promote regional cooperation and col-
laboration. “This can only benefit the
breedand its breeders,” says Jan.
Brahmans are becoming increasingly

popular in Asia and Europe, and it is ex-
pected that these countries will even-
tually join the International Brahman
Forum. Available registered breeder
figures for other countries where the
breedalsooccurs,areasfollows:Bolivia
160, Brazil 80, Colombia 650, Ecuador
30, Guatemala 13, Mexico 270, Nicara-
gua 14, Panama 130, Paraguay 160, the
Philippines 6 and Venezuela 235. This
comes to a total of 5 873 breeders of
pure-bred Brahmans. “Theremust be a
good reason why the breed is so popu-
lar,” smiles Jan.
“While it’s difficult to obtain compre-

hensive breeder figures, we believe as
more countries join the Forum, our da-
tabasewill expand significantly.”
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BREED IMPROVEMENT Mecki Schneider

With a view to the genetic
improvement of production traits
and meat quality, the Brahman is
in the vanguard of international
cooperation through the Southern
African and International Brahman
Breed Improvement Forums.

MrMecki
Schneider

Keeping the Brahman
in the genetic vanguard

series of regularmeetings
of council members of the
Brahman Cattle Breed-
ers’ Society of South
Africa and the Namibian

Brahman Breeders Society, held in Na-
mibia and South Africa, served as the
forerunner of the innovative Brahman

Breed Improvement Forum.
The first joint meeting of the two
Southern African societies was held
on 4 March 2011 on the farm Eilenriede
of Ryno and Janeen van der Merwe in
the district of Gobabis, Namibia. It was
a historic meeting held to secure bet-
ter cooperation, especially in terms of

overall breed improvement.
A few important outcomes of this
meetingwere:
• The establishment of international
genetic evaluation of Brahmans in all
member states of theWorld Brahman
Federation.
• Agreement on and promotion of per-

A

ABOVE:Leadinganimalgeneticist
ProfMikeGoddard fromAustraliametwith
somemembersof theBrahmanBreed
ImprovementForumaboutgenomicdeve-
lopments in2013.Hewas recentlyadmitted
to the ranksof theprestigiousRoyalSoci-
ety, an international fellowshipofeminent
scientists. From left areMrThysMeyer
(SouthAfrica), ProfGoddard,MrMecki
Schneider (Namibia),DrMichaelBradfield
(SouthAfrica),MrJacqueEls (Namibian
StudBreeders’Association) andMrBill van
Lelyveld (SouthAfrica).



Performance tested Brahman stud herd evaluated under extensive

farming practices in the bush-veld of Northern Namibia.

Selected bulls and females on offer directly from the farm gate.

Mecki & Brigitte Schneider

Grootfontein, Namibia

Tel. +294 67 240 321

Cell +294 81 129 2623

@

E-mail: mecki iafrica.com.na

Proven OKABRA Stud Sire SHANO with high accuracy estimated breeding values (EBVs).

The EBVs for the following traits are in the top 98% of the breed: all growth traits, scrotal size,

carcasse weight, eye-muscle-area and all 3 Brahman Selection Indices, namely for rangeland

grazing, feedlot and weaner production. Progeny available!
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formance testing and awards, espe
ciallywithregardstothedevelopment
of joint economic indexes ($ Index) for
Brahmans.

• The groundwork was laid for the es
tablishment and constitution of an
African Brahman Forum.

• Planning started for the Brahman
World Congress 2014 in South Africa.

• It was agreed there would be joint pro
motion of the breed.

• Agreement on minimum standards
and selection criteria.

• The framing of international veteri
nary protocols for the export of se
men and embryos.
Joint meetings with representatives

fromBotswanaandZimbabwefollowed.

SOUTHERN AFRICAN
BRAHMAN BREED
IMPROVEMENT FORUM
As a result of this initiative and in coop
eration with Breedplan, the Southern
African Brahman Breed Improvement
Forum was established on 5 April 2013
in Irene, Pretoria.

This forum has ever since consisted
not only of representatives of the Brah
man breeders’ societies but also of

service providers such as Breedplan,
scientists at universities, the Agricul
tural Research Council and other ex
perts in various fields.

Meetings are regularly attended by
experts from countries such as Austra
lia and the United States, and promi
nent scientists from all over the world,
especially during the Aldam Stock
man’s School.

This assembly of people on the forum
serves not only as a catalyst for focus
points but also offers a strong scientific
knowledge base.

There is no doubt that the forum’s
composition has given purposeful mo
mentum to the genetic improvement of
the Brahman breed in Southern Africa.

ACTIVITIES
The forum’s current activities include:
• The initiation of the first international

genetic evaluation of the Brahman by
Breedplan.

• Genomic analyses and determina
tion of a reference population for the
breed.

• Formulation of an acceptable memo
randum of agreement for internation
al cooperation on genomics.

• The conception and development
of a beef cattle genomics project for
Brahmans was then taken further
by experts and it led to the Southern
African Beef Genomics Project for
all breeds, with major financial sup
port from the South African govern
ment. This project is certainly one of

ABOVE:At thefirstmeetingof the
InternationalBrahmanBreed Improvement
Forum in2014 inParyswere, from left,
(SouthAfrican, exceptwhereotherwise
indicated), in front:MrSytzeSmit,
DrNormanMaiwashe,MrWesselHattingh,
MrMeckiSchneider (chairman,Namibia)
andMsTheresaSteenekamp;middle:
MrShaneBishop (Australia),MrJohn
Croaker (Australia),DrMichaelMacNeil
(UnitedStates),MrThysMeyer,ProfJoe
Paschal (UnitedStates),MrRynovander
Merwe (Namibia),MrChrisShivers (United
States) andMrEbbiFischer (Namibia);
back:MrDerrickFerreira,ProfFrikkie
Neser,MrJurgenHendriks,DrMichael
Bradfield,MrBill vanLelyveld,DrBen
GreylingandMrJanvanZyl.

There is no doubt that the forum’s composi-
tion has given purposeful momentum to the
genetic improvement of the Brahman.
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the most intensive projects compared
with similar initiatives in other parts
of the world. It focuses on more effi-
cient beef production and meat of su-
perior quality. The project is in its first
year and the target date for comple-
tion is 2025. About 25 leading Brah-
man breeders from South Africa and
Namibia take part in all aspects of, and
measurements for, this project, with
about 4 500 cows participating.

• Followingonandaspartofthegenom-
ics project, Brahman breeders are
getting fully involved in the measure-
ment of the nett feed intake of Brah-
man cattle with the aim of eventually
selecting a more efficient animal that
will produce more meat on less feed.

• The determination of measurement
proceduresanddatacollectionfor the
specific traits to which the Brahman
breeders pay close attention, such as
temperament and sheath and navel,
in order to eventually obtain breeding
values for these traits.

• The promotion of performance test-
ing to measure all traits, not only
growth but also, amongst others,
data on fertility criteria (such as scro-
tum circumference and days to calv-
ing) and carcass criteria (as obtained
through ultrasound scanning of live
animals). This includes whole herd re-
cording, which is backed by an award
for completeness of information re-
cording for breeders.

• Data collection of structural traits of
stud animals.

• The development of three selection
indexes that take production condi-
tions and markets into consideration,
such as veld production to the slaugh-
ter oxen market, and feedlot produc-
tion to the slaughter oxen market, and
weaner production from the veld.
Other cattle associations in Southern

Africa now follow the Brahman concept
of a breed improvement forum with all
its activities.

GREATER SYNERGIES
During the Brahman World Congress
2014 in Parys, South Africa, the oppor-

tunity was used to establish an Inter-
national Brahman Breed Improvement
Forum. It received sound support, es-
pecially from the Brahman Breeders’
Societies of South Africa, Namibia, Aus-
tralia and the United States.

These are therefore regarded as
founding member countries of the
forum and are also the countries that
have their genetic analysis done by
Breedplan.

South American countries have al-
ready shown an interest and Brazil at-
tendedthemostrecentForummeeting.
It promises to take the Brahman to new
heights internationally.

The forum is made up of two repre-
sentatives from each breeders’ asso-
ciation plus two (or three) experts from
each country to provide scientific sup-
port.

It is also actively supported by Breed-
plan. Such synergies provide incredible
impetus to the promotion of the Brah-
man breed.

Arecentmeetingheldfromtheboard-
room of the Agricultural Business Re-
search Institute in Armidale, Australia,
was in the form of an online video con-
ference that included participants from
NorthandSouthAmerica,SouthAfrica,
Namibia and Australia.

On the international forum’s agenda
is the following plan of action:
• The coordination and support of an

international genetic evaluation of
Brahmans on the three participat-
ing continents, Africa, Australia and
North America – a first for any breed.
The project has progressed and will
conclude shortly. Sensible liaison and
sufficient data from the various coun-
tries have shown that the project is
viable. The first results have been re-
leased. This means that any Brahman
breeder in Southern Africa can com-
pare his bull’s genetic value (for ex-
ample, 200 days estimated breeding
value) with that of a bull in Australia
or America.

• International cooperation on genom-
ics is also high on the agenda, particu-
larly in terms of general support for

a comprehensive memorandum of
understanding to exchange and make
available genomic data.

• Coordinating genomic data collection
and storage on an accessible data-
base.

• The cooperation on and support of
beef-cattle genomics projects in the
various member countries. Australia
took the lead about three years ago,
with South Africa and Namibia hav-
ing now jointly finalised a project pro-
posal. The project officially kicked off
on 1 April 2015.

• The Southern African project was re-
fined after a visit by the Breeders’ So-
ciety, scientists and other experts to
Australia this year. It’s clear from dis-
cussions with representatives from
the other countries that the Southern
AfricanBeefGenomicsProjectwillde-
liver probably the most comprehen-
sive and most complete results. Bulls
in different countries have been iden-
tified to get the necessary connec-
tions to strengthen the ties between
these genomic projects of different
countries and in so doing gain com-
prehensive results. Semen will soon
be imported.

• The consistent improvement of per-
formance testing to measure all pos-
sible measurable traits fully and uni-
formly. This includes not only growth
traits but also fertility and carcass
traits. The measurement of the nett
feed intake is also strongly driven by
member countries.

• The harmonisation and evaluation
of structural traits of Brahmans are
also a point of discussion, especially
with regard to the traits that Brahman
breeders internationally pay close at-
tention to, such as temperament and
sheath and navel.
The Southern African and Interna-

tional Brahman Breed Improvement
Forums are putting the Brahman at
the forefront of international coopera-
tion with the objective of focusing not
only on the genetic improvement of the
traits of the Brahman stud animal, but
also on the end product, namely a ten-
der, juicy, tasty steak on a plate.

Mr Mecki Schneider from Grootfontein
inNamibia is not only anaward-winning
Brahmanbreederbutalsocurrently the
chairman of both the Southern African
and International Brahman Breed Im-
provement Forums.

The Improvement Forums focus not only on
the genetic improvement of stud animals,
but also on the end product — a tender steak.
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hen any breed is cros
sed with a Brahman,
the calf is in all res
pects better than the
dam. Brahman cros

ses are, among other things,more tole
rantofheat,more resistant todiseases,
and have a lowbirthweight and pick up
weight quickly in feedlots, says Mr Lle
wellyn Labuschagne, former chairman
of both the Brahman Cattle Breeders’
Society of South Africa and the World
BrahmanFederation.
The breed therefore doesn’t com

pete with other beef breeds, but rather
complements them, and needs other
breeds to come into its own. There are
already many beef breeds across the
world that originate fromtheBrahman,
explains Llewellyn. These include the
Santa Gertrudis, Beefmaster, Brangus,
Droughtmaster, Braford, Simbra, Char
bray andSardoNegro.
Nowadays, large numbers of Brah

mans are exported to countries like

Botswana, Mozambique, Zambia, Mala
wi, Zimbabwe and Namibia. South Afri
ca has since April 2014 exported more
than 1 200 Brahmans into Southern
Africa,withmost going toNamibia.
In Botswana, the Brahman’s influence

is so dominant that the government
has introduced measures to protect
indigenous breeds against bastardisa
tion. Today, about 75%of the country’s
nationalherdconsistsofBrahmancros
ses. Interestingly, a farmer from Mo
zambique recently bought 20Brahman
bulls to usewith his 800Angoni cows.

FEATURES
The Brahman’s best features are,
amongst others, high fertility, a long re
productive life, goodmilk productionof
crossbred cows, successful adaptation
to most environments, ease of calving,
heavy weaners and the ability to thrive
in hot, dry regions. The further north
and the more wooded the landscape,
the better the Brahman performs. Lle

CROSSBREEDING Jasper Raats

The exceptional hybrid vigour of
Brahmans could lead to a future
where only a few beef cattle
breeds exist, namely Brahmans
and red cattle, argues Brahman
breeder Llewellyn Labuschagne.JasperRaats

W

Brahmans produce better
calves with any breed

wellyn says the breed’s ability to sup
plement its rations with leaves in times
of drought contributes to its success:
“Brahmans can survive on leaves and
pods.Aftereverydrought,theBrahman
comes out stronger than other breeds.
Many local and emerging farmers in
neighbouring countries buy Brahmans
because they don’t have to buy supple
mentary feedduring adrought.”
In South America, the Brahman fa

mily has an even bigger footprint than
in Africa. In Brazil, 93% of the cattle
breeds are Zebu types, with the Nelore
beingthemostabundantwithapopula
tion of 190 million. In the southern sta
tes of the US, the Brahman is also the
dominant cattle breed. In Australia, at
the turn of the century, there were an
estimated 3,2 million purebred Brah
mans and 5,1 million Brahman crosses.
At least 50% of cattle on commercial
Australian farmshaveBrahmanblood.
The Brahman even has a foothold out

side the tropics and subtropics. In Ca
nada, Mr David and Mrs Claire Andrews
have been farming with Brahmans since
1989. Although Brahmans prefer war
mer temperatures, they live comforta
bly at temperatures of as lowas 20°C.
In Germany, the G & N Bös stud has a

herd of 40 purebred Brahmans after it
bought its first Brahmancow in 2006.
Llewellyn says as a registered breed,

the Brahman is extremely popular in
SouthAfrica, which has a national herd
of about 50000 cattle, but the crosses
that have originated from it probably
addup to 300000cattle.
“The more crossbreeds there are and

the better they fare, the higher is the de
mandforpurebredBrahmanbulls.There
will always be a market for purebred
Brahmans.Brahmansdon’tcompetewith
other breeds; they complement them.”

TheBrahmanthriveswhereagricultural
conditionsarenot favourable forother
breeds,with the result thatmanyEuropean
breedshavevirtuallydisappeared fromthe
tropical andsubtropical partsofSouthern
Africa tomake roomforBrahmansand
Brahmancrosses.Photo: Charl vanRooyen
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CROSSBREEDING Dirk Strydom

DIAGRAM1:HOWFARMERSSEETHEBRAHMAN

of South Africa about the importance
of the Brahman in the cattle industry.
Questionnaires were sent to various
stakeholders in the beef value chain
andUFSprocessed thedata.
The Brahman breed has made a re-

markable contribution to the South
African beef cattle industry. Certain
physical characteristics of the breed
havecontributedto thesuccess, includ-
ingthehumpanddistinctivecolour.The
question is, of course, what else makes
the Brahman so important for the beef
industry.
From the questionnaires it is clear

that stud and commercial farmers re-
gard hybrid vigour as the Brahman’s
biggest asset, as both these sectors
indicated it as the most advantageous
trait (Diagram 1). Both sectors also in-
dicated that theslogan“Brahman–The
cross-breeding king” is a good descrip-
tion of the breed.

BEST HYBRID VIGOUR
The hybrid vigour of the Brahman is
further substantiated by the fact that
55 % of Brahman stud farmers do not

Stud and commercial
farmers consider
hybrid vigour the
Brahman’s greatest
asset, describing the
breed as “the cross-
breeding king”.

DrDirkStrydom
Photograph:Charl vanRooyen

The king of
crossbreeding

have a commercial herd of pure-bred
Brahman, but rather cross the breed
with other breeds. About half (49%)of
thesurveyedstud farmerswhodocom-
mercial cross-breeding use Simmental
bulls with their Brahman cows for big-
ger calves (Simbra type), thanks to hy-
brid vigour, or heterosis.
According to commercial farmers

who use the Brahman for cross-breed-
ing, there are several reasonswhy they
do not farm with pure-bred Brahmans.
These are quite diverse and include
considerations suchasbottle teats, low
weaning weights, temperament and
fertility. Besides the excellent hybrid
vigour offered by the Brahman, farm-
ers also cross for a variety of reasons,
which include hardiness, good mater-
nal traits and lowbirthweight.
The beneficial hybrid vigour of the

Brahman, borne out by the reports of
stud and commercial farmers, should
perhaps be employed to secure the fu-
ture of the breed in SouthAfrica.
Although the negative traits of the

breed cannot be denied, every breed
has its positive and neagtive points.
Marketing and research in the case of
theBrahmanshould therefore focuson
its hybrid vigour.
If it can be proven that F1 Brahman

crosses outperform pure-bred Brah-
man calves or the other breed used in
the cross-breeding system, the Brah-
man’s future is bright as cross-breeder
of note and supplier of breeding dams
for the country.
Diagram 2 also shows clearly that

South Africa’s breeding dams are
dominated by Brahman and Brahman-
related cattle: Brahman (20%), Sim-
bra (16%), Beefmaster (6%), Brahman
crosses (7%) andSantaGertrudis (3%)
produce 52%of all breeding dams. The
SouthAfricancattle farmer is therefore
quiteawareof thecritical roleplayedby
theBrahman.

OTHER IMPORTANT TRAITS
Other aspects, such as the adaptability
of the breed to changing weather con-
ditions, especially South African condi-
tions, the hardiness of the breed, the
economic benefit due to its resistance
to external and internal parasites, and
longevity are also considered very im-
portant. Data obtained from the ques-
tionnaires show the average age of the
oldest cows ton be 16, with 14 calves.
The oldest cow was 22 years old, with

ecently, the Unit for Live-
stock and Wildlife Economics
at the University of the Free
State (UFS) did a survey for

the Brahman Cattle Breeders’ Society
R

Lowmaintenance costs
Cutting teeth at

a late age

Short hair and
parasite resistance

Hybrid vigour
(heterosis)

Maternal traits

Growth potentialHeat and drought
tolerance

Fertility

Longevity

Commercial Stud
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18 calves. Such longevity is of course
excellent for profit.

Performance-wise, the breed com-
pares well with other breeds, but un-
der dry conditions the Brahman tends
to outperform most breeds, which is a
clear advantage if South Africa’s dy-
namic climatic conditions and the very
real risk weather can pose are taken
into account.

NEGATIVE TRAITS
It is important to note that the Brah-
man does have negative traits, such as
temperament, bottle teats and fertility.
What’s maybe more important to real-
ise is that thesenegative traits caneas-
ily be eliminated by using good breed-
ingmaterial and soundpractices.

Dr Dirk Strydom is the academic head
of the Department of Agricultural Eco-
nomics in the Faculty of Natural and
Agricultural Sciences at the University
of the Free State in Bloemfontein. En-
quiries: Tel. 051 401 2824; e-mail: dstry-
dom@ufs.ac.za.

Tarka Brahmans is being run andmanaged byWayne and Tracey Porter of Notcliffe

Park in Tarkastad, using only pure grey South African Brahmans in their breeding

programme. They have succeeded in breeding sough-after, pure South African

Manso-type Brahmans. Tarka Brahmans strive to breed a medium-framed animal

that is functional, fertile and carries lots of natural fleshing. A strict line-breeding

program, where families of purebred South African grey Brahmans are used,

produces genetically superior animals and ensures predictability. Tarka Brahmans'

animals are bred on natural grazing in the harsh South African climate with ticks,

heat, cold and drought. Tarka Brahmans is, in fact, the stud in SouthAfrica that will

always provide good, pure Brahman genetics with predictability, even to the extent

that calves look like their parents and grandparents.

Tarka Brahman cattle are available at the annual sales in South Africa:

Sale of the Greys – it takes place during themonth of May, at the Kroon Boma in

Kroonstad, just off theN1.Here stud bulls, cows and heifers are offered.

Best of Both – it is held annually at Carrickmoore Farm, just outside Tarkastad,

during the secondweek inAugust. Herewe sell out bulls.

Sale of the Roses – It takes place in the first week of March every year at the

Afridome inParys, in theFreeState.

For beefy and genetically unique Brahmans,

Wayne and Tracey welcome all visitors to our ranch in Tarkastad,

Eastern Cape, to view our cattle and make out of hand purchases.

Tel: +27 (0) 45 846 9259 Cell: 082 821 9379

E-mail: tbrahman@telkomsa.net or wayneporter73@gmail.com

Website: www.brahman.co.za/members/tarka/index.htm

Notcliffe Park, PO Box 26, TARKASTAD, Eastern Cape, South Africa

MARKETING
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Since 1980

Breeders of pure bred Grey South African Brahmans

BRAHMAN

Genetically Unique

TARKATARKA

Afrikaners 1%

Charolais 3%

Bovelder 4%

Hugenoot 3%

Nguni 2%
Limousin1%

Bonsmara 18%

Simmental 3% Beefmaster 6%

Brahman cross 7%

More than two crosses 10%

Brahman 20%

Simbra 16%

Santa 3%

Angus 2%

Boran 2%

DIAGRAM2:BREEDINGCOWSOFCOMMERCIALFARMERS
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CROSSBREEDING Anette Theunissen and Michiel Scholtz

traits such as birth weight, potential
for growth and milk production and
adaptability to the environment, as all
genes are retained within the breeding
system.
At the same time, the breeds have to

have genetic traits that differ substan-
tially to maximise the advantages of
hybrid vigour. To achieve this, at least
one breed in the crossbreeding system
has to be of indigenous Sanga or Zebu
origin, or has to possess a high degree
of adaptability.

GROWTH CURVE
Thisunderscores theBrahman’s impor-
tance,andcompelsoneto lookatall the
economic aspects associated with it.
This article deals with an investigation
of thebirthweight andgrowth traits (or
the growth curve) of the Brahman and
Brahmancrosses.
The Agricultural Research Council

(2010) indicates that thebirthweightof
Brahmanheiferandbullcalves is31,6kg
and 33,2 kg, respectively. Although this
weight is relatively low, there is world-
wide evidence that Brahman bulls in-
crease the birth weight in most breeds
throughheterosis.Researchdoneinthe
1980s at Vaalharts Research Station in
the Northern Cape showed that Brah-
man bulls increased the birth weight of
Afrikaner, Charolais, Hereford and Sim-
mental calveswithanaverage3,6kg, of
which Brahman with Sanga (Afrikaner)
was the highest, namely4,8 kg (13,9%),
and Brahman with Bos taurus on aver-
age2,5kg(7,2%).Thiswas less thanthe
increase of up to 25% that had been
mentionedelsewhere in the literature.
Conversely, the maternal hybrid vig-

our of Brahman cows lowers the birth
weight. For example, the calves of
Brahman x Afrikaner cows in the study
weighed 2,4 kg (7%) less than the av-
erage of the two breeds combined.
This means that the progeny of female
animals with Brahman blood would
not have a significant increase in birth
weight, regardless of back-crossing to
anyof the twobreeds.

AredBrahman-Afrikanercowwithhergrey
heifer,which is75%Brahmanand25%
Afrikaner.

AnetteTheunissen

he Brahman cattle breed
has since its introduc-
tion to South Africa in the
early 1950s made a con-
siderable impact on the

make-up of the national commercial
beef herd. This is because the breed
hasbecomerenownedfor itsefficiency,
adaptability to local conditions, longev-
ity, parasite resistance, hardiness, ma-
ternal qualities, calving ease, and espe-
cially its hybrid vigour. With increasing
pressure to ensure profitable produc-
tion, emphasis has increasingly been
placed on beef animals’ adaptability

and crossbreeding potential.
World-wide, crossbreeding is being

used to increase efficiencies bymatch-
ing the best traits of different breeds
and to take full advantage of the het-
erosiseffect (hybridvigour) toenhance
these traits. In rotational crossbreed-
ing, where animals of different breeds
are mated alternately, breeds need
comparable performance for certain

T

Research proves that the Brahman
is eminently suited for use as both
a locally adapted dam or sire line
in rotational and terminal cross-
breeding systems to improve
overall growth traits.

Brahmansuited to
eitherdamorsire line
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The hybrid vigour effect on birth
weight can also be countered by only
using Brahman bulls with low genetic
potential for this trait in a crossbreed-
ing system. Heifers of any indigenous
breed should preferably not be used
for crossbreeding, but rather bemated
with suitable bulls of the samebreed.

WEANING WEIGHT
TheBrahmanisnextweighedattheage
of200days.Frombirth to200days, the
cows’ milk-production potential plays
an important role. The genetic predis-
position for this characteristic in the
Brahman has been known since the
1980s. In theVaalhartsstudy, thewean-
ing weight of calves of Brahman bulls
x Afrikaner increased by 14,7 kg (8%),
andof the calves of Brahman xBos tau-
rus by 29,3 kg (16,1%). This was higher
than that of other cross combinations
suchasBos taurusxSanga (4,8 kg) and
Bos taurus x Bos taurus (9,6 kg). The
maternal effect of the Brahman-Afri-
kaner cross cow added an additional
5,5 kg (3%) in weaning weight to her
progeny. Since this increase in produc-

tion efficiency does not require any
higher input costs, the hybrid vigour
effect is of supreme economical value
for theproducerof suchweaner calves.
Brahman breeders who took part in

the Breedplan genetic evaluation pro-
gramme weighed their animals at 400
days and 600 days. The heifers then
weighed an average of 280 kg and
351 kg, respectively, and the bulls
320 kg and 423 kg, respectively. The
Vaalharts study investigated the hy-
brid vigour effect of the Brahman on
19-month-old (about 580 days) heif-
ers. The first-generation heifers of the
Brahman x Afrikaner mating weighed
anaverageof36,4kg(12%)heavier,but
the maternal effect of the heifers in a
subsequentmating led to a reduced in-
crease inweight,namely 16,2kg(5,3%).

HEIFER WEIGHT
TheeffectontheBostaurusbreedswas
even bigger. The first-generation heif-
ersweighedonaverage54,2kg (17,8%)
more. The impact of the increased heif-
erweight onbreeding age could, unfor-
tunately, not be tested.

What we do know is that bigger cows
have increased maintenance needs,
and that beef-cow efficiencymeasured
using cow-calf ratios would probably
decrease. It should be possible to sus-
tainably offset this decrease by raising
reproduction rates and lowering mor-
tality rates in the system.
Two-breed Brahman crosses would

usually also improve growth rates of
two-way crosses in feedlots. The ques-
tion remains, however, if it would be
achieved with a reduced residual feed
intake,becauseonlythenwould itmean
efficiencyhas really been improved.
The research proves however that

the Brahman is eminently suited as a
locally adapted dam or sire line in rota-
tional and terminal crossbreeding pro-
grammes to improvegrowth traits.
In light of this evidence, there should

always therefore be a demand for fe-
male andmale animals of this breed.
Ms Anette Theunissen works at the
Vaalharts Research Station and Prof
Michiel Scholtz at the Agricultural Re-
search Council’s Animal Production In-
stitute in Irene.
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DAM LINE Sytze Smit

here is extensive scientific
evidence that supports the
view that the Brahman’s
success lies in its ability to
survive in tough, dry, tick-

infestedenvironments.
As a Bos indicus species, it differs ge-
netically from other breeds, making it
well suited for cross-breeding thanks
to the high degree of heterosis (hybrid
vigour) it imparts. When crossed with
a Bos taurus breed, its hybrid vigour is
estimated tobebetween 10%and20%.
In crossbreeding programmes, F1 fe-
males are also very valuable due to the
effect of hybrid vigour on milk produc-
tion and fertility. Crossbred offspring
also have slightly larger frames, suiting
it to a market demanding heavier car-
cassesofbetween220and260kg.
The Brahman’s adaptability makes it
ideally suited to creating new breeds.
Worldwide, 19 breeds have been cre-

ated from the Brahman’s singular, su-
perbqualities. InAustralia,SouthAfrica,
Namibia, Botswana, Zambia and Zim-
babwe, a large percentage of the com-
mercial herds (dam lines) are Brahmans
or Brahman crosses, establishing the
breed as a dominant dam line. Cows can
tolerate harsh environments and are
vigilant, good mothers. Her crossbred
offspringhaveall her sought-after char-
acteristics.

ECONOMIC VALUE
Manystudbreedersnowactively collect
data of economic value to the commer-
cial beef cattle industry, suchas fertility,
carcass and growth traits. Soon, an esti-
matedbreedingvalue for efficientBrah-
mans will be possible, both on veld and
in the feedlot, and taking feedefficiency
into account. An estimated breeding
value isan indicationofhowtheanimal’s
progeny is expected to perform, based

The adaptability of the Brahman
and the significant advantage of
hybrid vigour that it possesses,
makes the breed a potentially
valuable asset in any planned
crossbreeding programme.SytzeSmit

T

onancestral performance.
The Brahman is considered a supe-
rior breed with regards to meat quality.
In Australia and America, an estimated
breeding value is provided for shear
force (an objective analysis of meat
tenderness by measuring the amount
of force required to push a dull blade
through cooked meat), and a database
of more than 5 000 animals has been
compiled. The Brahman fares very well
in comparativeanalyses.
The Southern African Brahman cattle
industry already sports three economic
selection indexes for different market
scenarios. Theyare:
• A feedlot index, for supplying cross-
bredcalves to feedlots.
• A rangeland grazing meat index for
commercial veld meat producers who
supply slaughter oxen and hormone-
freemeat.
• Aweaner-calf indextoimproveweaner
production.
The use of such scientific livestock-
breeding principles will ensure the
breed’s relevance fordecades tocome.
Dynamic Brahman breeders in leader-
ship positions in their communities will
help the breed to go from strength to
strength and continue to consolidate its
position as a champion, making use of
sound animal husbandry and scientific
principles, and transforming negative
qualities intopositiveones.

The Brahman as a dam
line for Southern Africa?
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The ? stands for

“There is no ideal cattle breed, but no other breed in the world was as
much involved with the development of such a great number of synthetic

breeds than the Brahman.” Prof. F. Schoeman
Sources:
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SPONSORS

fter the huge success of the
World Brahman Congress
2014, held at Parys, the five
key congress sponsors have

committed themselves to continue
supporting the Brahman Cattle
Breeders’ Society of South Africa.

Four more years – that is the
commitment BKB, Cape Gate, Hollard
and Voermol have made, while First
NationalBankextendeditssponsorship
for another year.

This significant commitment to an
association with the Brahman Cattle
Breeders’ Society is evidence that
leaders in various fields can work

together. Mr Wolf Edmayr, managing
director of BKB, who will continue to
act as the coordinator on behalf of the
key sponsors, says association with
the Brahman breed is of paramount
importance, as it is the number-one
crossbreeder used by various beef
breeds.

The Brahman is capable of not only
withstanding heat and extremely dry
conditions, but also performs well in
humid conditions. No wonder it is found
across the country in every climatic
zone, making it the perfect match for
key sponsors all sporting a national
business footprint.

The Big Five commit

The Brahman Cattle Breeders’ Society of South Africa’s executive council: In the front row, from left, are Willem Verhoef, Piet Luneburg,
Wessel Hattingh (president) and Sydney Hunt (vice-president); and in the back row, from left, Sytze Smit (breed director), Bernadine
Erasmus (office manager), Willem Barnard, Riaan Theron, Stephan Coetzee, Jan van Zyl, Francois Pienaar, Corrie Labuschagne and Wayne
Porter (chairman of the training committee). Photo: Supplied

Mr Wolf Edmayr

A

Executive council of the Brahman
Cattle Breeders’ Society of South Africa
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CROSSBREEDING Michael Potso and Frikkie Neser

The beef-cattle industry is
increasingly focussing on cross-
breeding as a tool to improve
productivity through heterosis and
the combination of different traits
so cattle can adapt to different
environments and markets.

ProfFrikkieNeser

rossbreeding involves the
pairing of different breeds
of thesamespecies. Itssuc-
cess lies in hybrid vigour, or
heterosis, a phenomenon

wherein the performance level of a
crossed animal is better than the aver-
age performance level of its pure-bred
parents.
Crossbreeding can improve produc-

tion levels in two ways, namely comple-
mentarity (or breed supplementation)
andheterosis.
Complementarity is when a breed’s

strengthscomplementtheotherbreed’s
weaknesses. Complementary cross-
breeding allows the breeder to combine
the desired traits of two or more breeds

in order to create a more desirable ani-
mal, whereas heterosis increases the
performance levelsofdifferent traits.

ADVANTAGES OF
CROSSBREEDING
Crossbreeding leads to increased
performance without any additional
inputs. Done correctly, it is one of the
few management techniques that in-
creases productivity and improves off-
spring. Thanks to complementarity and
heterosis, faster genetic progress can
be made with crossbreeding than with
selectionwithin a specific breed.
The degree of heterosis varies de-

pending on the crossbreed system
that’s applied. Some traits respond

Beef industry gravitates
towards crossbreeding

C

better to crossbreeding than others
(Table 1). Traitswith a lower heritability
tend to show a higher degree of het-
erosis. Traits such as reproduction and
adaptability respond especially well to
crossbreeding thanks to the high de-
greeof heterosis that is derived.
In a properly structured programme,

heterosis can increase the productivity
in a beef-cattle cow herd by between
20% and 25%, compared with a nor-
mal breeding programme. To maximise
the benefits of a crossbreeding pro-
gramme, the cows themselves should
becrossbreeds(F1s)too.Comparedwith
purebred cows, crossbred cows wean
roughly 15% heavier calves, which can
beattributed tomaternal heterosis.
Maternal heterosis is usually higher

than individual heterosis for traits de-
termined by the female animal – milk
production, reproduction, health and
calf survival – so it is advantageous for
female F1crossbreeds to be included in
such abreeding programme.
Two more important advantages of

ABOVE:BrahmanxCharolais
F1crosscattle.
Photo:SytzeSmit
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cross cows are their longevity and life-
time production (Table 2). Crossbred
cowstendto live longer, remainproduc-
tive for longer and cut their teeth at a
much later age than purebred cows.

Cross calves from parent breeds
that come from diverse genetic back-
grounds (ZebuxTaurus)will showhigh-
er levels of heterosis, which in turn will
lead to increased weaner weights and
profitability (Table 3).

Crossbred cattle will also be better
adapted than their purebred parents.
In a future where climate change will
play a much bigger role in beef-cattle
production, we will find ourselves in a
situationwhere, fordifficult conditions,
crossbreeding will be applied between
better-adapted breeds (Sanga x Zebu);
whereascompositebreeds (Sanga-and
Zebu-derived breeds) will play a bigger
role in areas with more moderate cli-
matic conditions.

GENETIC EFFECT
The genetic effect of crossbreeding
is the opposite of inbreeding. Cross-
breeding leads to an increase in het-
erozygosity and a decrease in homozy-
gosity, whereas inbreeding has the
opposite effect. Generally, the traits
that display the most decline with in-
breeding (like fertility), are also the
ones that show the greatest levels of
heterosis.

There are two primary requirements
for a trait to show heterosis: Firstly,
there has to be genetic diversity be-
tween the breeds that will be used in
the crossbreeding programme, and
secondly, there has to be a degree of
non-additive gene action (dominance
and epistasis) present. For those traits
that do show heterosis, the extent
would depend on the degree of genetic
diversity between the relevant breeds
used in the programme.

CROSSBREEDING GOALS
Before a crossbreeding system is de-
signed, the production environment
and objectives – together known as the
production scenario – have to be de-
scribed.Acrossbreedingsystemshould
be well planned. To cross breeds willy-
nilly will not yield the benefit that a
well-organised, well-considered cross-
breeding system does.

Crossbreeding goals that producers
should strive for include:
• Maintaining high heterosis levels by

Table 4: Anticipated heterosis levels for different
crossbreeding systems (Greiner, 2010)

Mating system
Maximum

heterosis (%)
Increase in weaning weight

per cow exposed (%)

Pure-breeds 0 0

Two-breed rotation 67 16

Three-breed rotation 86 20

Terminal sire mated with bought-in
F1 female animals

100 23-28

Two-breed rotation and terminal sire 90 21

Two-breed composite 50 12

Three-breed composite 63 15

Four-breed composite 75 18

Table 1: Indicator of heritability and heterosis for economically important
traits in beef cattle (Hansen, 2007)

Trait Heredity (%) Heterosis (%)

Reproduction Low (5-12) 20

Maternal Low to medium (>20) 15

Growth Medium (20-40) 5-12

Production High (40-50) 0

Table 2: Heterosis for reproduction in crossbred cows (Miller, 2010)
Trait Heterosis (%)

Increase in conception 10

Improvement in calving ease 10

Increase in number of calves that are reared until weaning 7,5

Increase in milk production 5-10

Table 3: Heterosis in cross calves (Miller, 2010)
Trait Heterosis (%)

Increase in number of calves
that survive to weaning

5

Heavier weaning weights 5

Increase in post-weaning growth 3

crossing breeds from diverse environ-
ments, as they will show more overall
heterosis on maternal and individual
level.

• Crossbreeds that complement each
other. The breeder usually chooses
a bull breed with rapid growth and
good carcass traits, and a cow breed
known to have enough milk for a rap-
idlygrowingcalf and thereforeable to
produce a healthy calf every year.

• A higher level of management to en-
joy maximum benefit.

• The use of animals that will adapt to
their environment.

• Complywithmarketdemands.All ani-
mals that are produced in the system
must be acceptable for local markets.
Crossbred commercial cattle have to
be able to adapt to changing markets.

• Consider purchasing costs and the
availability of good semen stock. The
supply of performance-tested first-
generation (F1) replacement heifers
of selected, proven purebred parents
tends to be limited.

CROSSBREEDING SYTEMS
Crossbreedingsystemsaredivided into
two categories: a system that produces
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CROSSBREEDING

its own female replacement animals (a
rotational as well as a combination of
a rotational and terminal system), and
a system that produces only terminal-
cross calves.
In a rotational system, the first choice

for selection should be bulls with ma-
ternal as well as growth and carcass
traits, since replacement calves will be
kept in theherd.
In a terminal system, the main focus

is on selection for growth and carcass
traits in bulls, since replacement heif-
ers will have to be obtained from out-
side the herd. The genetic merit of a
terminal-crossbull formaternal traits is
notas important,as itsfemaleoffspring
will not be used for breeding. Dystocia
shouldalwaysbeavoided, regardlessof
the typeof crossbreeding systemused.

ROTATIONAL SYSTEMS
A rotational system requires the es-
tablishment of two or more breeding
herds.Thereare twotypesofrotational
systems.
Two-breed rotation. Two groups of
cross cows are created, namely cows
frombreedA,whicharematedwithbulls
of breed B, and cows of breed B, which
arematedwith bulls frombreedA.A se-
ries of alternativeback crossesareused
in the two-breed rotational system. Af-
ter a number of generations, about two-
thirds of the genetic traits are derived
from the one breed, whereas the other
third is derived from the other breed.
Themain advantage of rotational cross-
breeding is that replacementheifersare
producedwithin thesystem.
The primary disadvantage is that a

part of both the individual heterosis
andthematernalheterosis is lost.Since
cows share about a third of their breed
composition with the bull with which
they are mated, a third of the potential
heterosis is lost. The management of
this system can be complex, and addi-
tional heterosis is lost if incorrect mat-
ing or inbreedingoccurs.
Three-breed rotation. This system is
the same as two-breed rotation, except
that a third breed is involved. Almost
86% of the potential heterosis is pre-
served if this system is properly man-
aged. As more different breeds are
brought into the system, a higher level

of heterosis is preserved (Table 4).
The disadvantage of three-breed ro-

tation isthat it ishardertomanagethan
two-breed rotation, and that at least
three breeding herds are required if AI
is not applied. Breed selectionhas tobe
donewith care so that the complemen-
tarity betweenbreeds canbeutilised.
Breeds with diverse genetic pro-

files could lead to calving problems,
as would more variation, which could
causeproblemswithregardtothefeed-
ing andmarketing of calves.

COMPOSITE BREEDS
A composite breed is one that is com-
posed of two or more different breeds
and tailored to benefit from hybrid vig-
our without being crossed with other
breeds. Composite breeds usually in-
corporate a combination of breeds,
eachofwhichhasatraitsoughtinterms
of performance and/or adaptability.
One of themain advantages of a com-

posite breed is that the management is
quitesimple,because itcanbemanaged
like a purebred breed. A certain level of
heterosis can be maintained in a com-
positebreed,aslongasthereareenough
unrelated sires that can be used in each
generation toprevent inbreeding.
The main disadvantage of composite

breeds is that inbreeding over time can
cause a loss of heterosis, because they
are bred froma small genetic base.

TERMINAL SYSTEM
This crossbreeding system uses a spe-
cific pattern in which a specific bull
breed is always mated with a pure- or

crossbred cow, and all their offspring is
sold. Replacement heifers are bought
in. Where the male line is concerned,
traits suchashighgrowthpotential and
goodcarcass traitsarehighly regarded.
Heterosis benefits are maximised

when a crossbred cow (F1 female) is
matedwithasireofa thirdbreed. In this
system, female animals are selected to
suit the environment and resources,
whereas male animals are selected for
end-product targets, such as growth
and carcass traits. One of the main
problems in this system is to get a sus-
tainable source of replacement heifers
of high quality.

ROTATION TERMINAL
This system combines the best aspects
of the traditional rotational and static
terminalsystems.Therotationalpartof
the system provides the replacement
heifers, whereas the terminal part al-
lows for the majority of the marketed
calves to be produced by rapidly grow-
ingbulls.Cowsarekept in therotational
part of the system until they are four
years old. They are then moved to the
terminal part of the systemandall their
calves are marketed. The main disad-
vantage of this system is that a large
herd of at least 100 cows is needed and
that it requires intensivemanagement.

Prof Frikkie Neser is on the staff of the
Department of Animal, Wildlife and
Grassland Sciences at the University
of the Free State. Mr Michael Potso was
a student at the University of the Free
State and is currently inBotswana.

Redcommercial crosscattlewithcalves.
Photograph:SytzeSmit
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RYNO VAN DER MERWE

Ryno van der MerweNAMIBIA

Brahmansareveryadaptableand thrive in
virtually anyenvironment, even indesert-
likeconditions, suchas inNamibia.

The Brahman’s influence on
the Namibian beef industry

Since its introduction to Namibia,
the Brahman has caused a
revolution in the country’s beef
industry. So much so that today
about 70% of the total Namibian
cattle herd carry Brahman genes.

MrRynovander
Merwe

he first Brahman cattle ar-
rived in Southern Africa via
Namibia (then South West
Africa) in 1954. Today, it’s
estimatedthat60%to70%

of cattle slaughtered at one of Meatco’s
abattoirs are Brahman influenced.

Since Namibia is mostly arid, with ex-
treme and difficult terrain for animals
to traverse, there have to be good rea-
sons why one breed would have such a
huge impact. One of the main reasons
being that the Brahman can hold its
own under such difficult conditions
while producing and reproducing. The
breed is successfully adapted to exten-
sive conditions and is also capable of
fattening off the veld.

Another important trait is that Brah-
mans cut their milk teeth later than
other breeds, which is a major advan-
tage in grading. Brahmans can also be
crossbred with nearly any other breed
and will always produce high-quality
progeny. This is why it forms the basis
of so many composite breeds, and why

The growth in Namibia’s Brahman stud industry (2006-’07 to 2014-’15)

Year Number of
breeders

Number of perform-
ance-tested herds

Total number of
animals

Total male animals Total female
animals

Total number of
scanned animals

2006-’07 83 40 11 361 3 834 7 942 887
2007-’08 83 40 11 776 4 098 8 540 858
2008-’09 91 45 12 574 4 358 8 948 745
2009-’10 101 57 13 301 4 500 9 526 1 075
2010-’11 105 58 14 468 4 651 9 817 1 051
2011-’12 111 64 15 754 5 048 10 706 1 402
2012-’13 116 74 16 127 4 874 11 253 1 414
2013-’14 123 91 17 615 5 367 12 248 1 321
2014-’15 127 104 19 736 6 163 13 573 1 562

Brahman crosses are so abundant in
Namibia’s commercial and communal
sectors. Female F1 cross-bred animals
are highly sought-after as brood cows,
while the male progeny are marketed
as weaners, oxen or slaughter oxen. In
Namibia, female F1 Brahman-Braunvieh
and Brahman-Simmental cross-breeds
are also popular brood cows, with the
Brahman contributing hardiness, ma-
ternal traits and growth potential, while
the Braunvieh’s and Simmental’s con-
tribution is milk production.

LEADING ROLE
The Namibian Brahman Breeders’ So-
ciety plays a leading role in many as-
pects of the country’s livestock indus-
try. It was one of the first organisations
to start – in 2002 – ultrasound scanning
of animals (bulls and heifers aged be-
tween 300 and 800 days). Today the
society strives to remain at the fore-
front of technological development. It is
also part of a Southern African genetic
evaluation project under the guidance

T
of South Africa’s Agricultural Research
Council, with fifteen breeders currently
taking part on the basis of total herd
observation. This has resulted in a cow
herd of about 2 800 animals participat-
ing, which is aimed at not only establish-
ing a reference population with highly
accurate data but also to determine
genomic breeding values.

The droughts of 2013 and 2015 damp-
ened the number of registered animals,
as producers were left with little choice
but to make strict selections and keep
only the best and most productive ani-
mals. The 2015 drought also caused a
number of breeders who were planning
to do ultrasound scanning to withdraw
because animals were either too thin
or were running on rented land else-
where. The table shows the growth in
the Brahman stud industry in Namibia
since 2006/-’07.

Mr Ryno van der Merwe is the current
chairman of the Namibian Brahman
Breeders’ Society.
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ZIMBABWE Johan Norval

There is good reason that 70% of
all cattle at the national auction in
Harare this year were Brahmans:
The breed is well adapted to local
conditions, making it easy and
profitable to farm with it.JohanNorval

The Brahman
remains king
in Zimbabwe

MrDirkOdendaal

rahman breeders in Zim-
babwe remain steadfast
in their resolve to produce
pure-bred cattle, driven by
their love for this elegant

breed. Pure-bred Brahmans and Brah-
man crosses make up 60 to 70% of the
total cattle herd of the country.

Mr Dirk Odendaal, chairman of the
Brahman Breeders’ Society of Zim-
babwe, says the national herd earlier
comprised about 4,5 million cattle in
communal areas and 1,2 million in com-
mercial farming areas. Dirk estimates
that commercial breeders now only
own between 30 000 and 40 000 cat-
tle, but that numbers have significantly
increased in communal areas.

Despite a myriad of problems, the
country still has 57 Brahman breeders,
of whom several run small herds of 20
to 30 animals. There are 3 966 regis-
tered Brahman cows and 1 506 bulls.

Zimbabweisexperiencingan increase
in demand for red Brahmans however,
which make up about 70% of the na-
tional Brahman population.

The next-biggest beef cattle breed is
the Tuli, followed by the Boran. There

‘If commercial farmers could aquire more
land, they would be able to runmore cows,
which would justify more expensive bulls.’

are still Simmental and Beefmaster
breeders, but the other breeds have all
but disappeared.

PROSPECTS FOR THE
STUD INDUSTRY
Dirk says an economic recovery will
stimulate demand for stud bulls. A
prerequisite for recovery however is the
release of additional agricultural land.
“If disadvantaged commercial farmers
can acquire more land, they would be
able to run more cows, which would
justify buying more expensive bulls.”

The price of a good stud bull in Zim-
babwe can range from R58 000 to
R78 000. However, commercial farm-
ers do succeed in buying satisfactory
bulls for R32 000 to R45 000.

Dirk lists 11characteristics thatexplain
why his compatriots consider the Brah-
man their favourite beef cattle breed:
Adaptability. The Brahman adapts
readily to changing conditions, and can
easily sustain itself in a new environ-
ment. The ease with which the animals
cover long distances to find grazing and
water is also commendable.
Hardiness. The Brahman will perform

well and reproduce in extreme con-
ditions. It is not a fussy eater, and will
graze on shoots, shrubs, leaves and
coarse plant material.
Heat tolerance. Even in hot conditions
when temperatures rise above 40°C,
cows manage to maintain their milk
production and appetite. The secre-
tions from sweat glands, of which there
are a high density in the ample skin
folds, help regulate body temperature.
The swaying skin folds can be regarded
astheanimal’sair-conditioningsystem,
says Dirk. The breed can also withstand
low temperatures, since the loose skin
contracts to release heat.
Maternal instincts.Dirk says the Brah-
man has the strongest maternal in-
stincts of all cattle breeds, and cows will
protect their calves against all intrud-
ers and predators.
Ease of calving. Calves are relatively
small, with an average birth weight of
25 to 35 kg. Cows have a large pelvis,
which ensures ease of calving.
Milk quality.Brahman milk is rich, with
a high butterfat content, which is ideal
for rearing calves. Cows also produces
a lot of this quality milk, ensuring heavy
weaner calves, as most of the cow’s en-
ergy is spent on milk production.
Resistance to parasites. The Brah-
man has a smooth, sensitive skin that
is loose and oily. It has short, fairly thick
hair that stands up and the muscle lay-
er beneath the skin is well developed.

B



Contack: Hannes Vosloo Cel: +27 82 485 4507 / Daan Cornelius Cel: +27 79 696 4993
Office: +27 17 632 7000 / E-mail: arc-en-ciel@sky-hill.co.za



42 Brahman 2015

ZIMBABWE

In the past, 250 bulls would be sold per year.
Today, only about 80 animals are on offer.

This allows the animal to detect para-
sites and to get rid of them, while the
short hair prevents attachment in the
first place. TheBrahman therefore con-
tracts fewer parasitic-related diseases.
Skin pigmentation. The dark pig-
mentation around the eyes and ears
protects the Brahman against the sun
andpreventseyecancerandother sun-
related diseases.
Life expectancy. The productive life
of a Brahman cow can be longer than
20 years. Dirk says there are currently
three 16-year-old cows who are still
calving in the herds of members of the
Brahman Breeders’ Society. The Brah-
man is capable of producing a strong
calf once a year, and stud bulls can be
successfully used in herds for up to 12
years. TheBrahman is undoubtedly the
king of cross-breeding, with F1 progeny
sporting an impressive feed-conver-

sion rate, making them an excellent
feedlot choice.
Disposition. The Brahman is an intel-
ligent animal that adapts easily to a
routine. If calves are handled regularly
from a young age, they tend to develop
amild temperament, and they respond
well to gentle treatment. The Brahman
is also known for only cutting its milk
teeth after 24 months and even some-
times at 32 months of age. They there-
foremeet the grading criteria for super
grade classification for longer, giving
the farmers a better price.
Economy. TheBrahman’s resistance to
disease save farmers veterinary costs,
while the breed’s ability to efficiently
convert most forage into quality beef
significantly lowers input costs.

FARMING IN ZIMBABWE
Farmerswhoare still on the landor

get rent for their farms are trying their
best to make a living in Zimbabwe, but
theeconomy’spoorperformanceposes
agreatchallengetothenewgeneration
of cattle breeders. Dirk saysnewbreed-
ers are also significantly restricted as
the market for cattle has dropped by
about 40% in recent years. “Younger
farmers now struggle to sell the cattle
they prepare formarket, and it even re-
sults in bankruptcies,” he says.
There is alsonot enoughmoney in cir-

culationtobuyfeed,whiletherelatively
high interest rate of 12% also compli-
cates the paying back of loans.
This weak market has diminished the

demand for bulls. “Take the national
livestock auction in Harare,” says Dirk.
“In the past, they would sell about 250
bulls in a year, but these days justmore
than80bullsareonoffer, ofwhich70%
are Brahmans, which thankfully still
achieve goodprices.”
In the past, several breeders would

host productionauctions, but currently
Dirk knows of only two Brahman auc-
tions still taking place.
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ZAMBIA Johan Norval
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Neville is especially eager to obtain
specific breeding material instead of
the limited semen currently available
to him. Having qualified as an embryo
technician in the United States, Neville
is frustrated by the fact that embryo
work and pregnancy testing of cattle
are not common practices in Zambia,
despite it becoming increasingly com-
mon in the country’s sheep and equine
industries.
Neville says the promotion of the

Brahman within a wider regional con-
text would also find favour in Zambia,
thanks largely togovernmentprogram-
mes aimed at improving the quality of
the country’s national beef herd.
Zambian Brahman breeders mainly

buy their breedingmaterial fromSouth
Africa and the United States, while the
semen they obtain from Namibia is of-
ten of SouthAfricanorigin anyway.
Neville himself prefers to vary the

semen he uses by importing American
genetics every few years. In his bree-
ding programme he chooses not to re-
peatedly use American genetics, since
Zambian farming conditions are not
ideally suited for large-framedanimals.
This is also why he uses Southern Afri-
can semenwithAmerican-bred cows.

HARDINESS
Hardiness and resistance to disea-
ses are two of the characteristics that
make the Brahman popular in Zambia,
but its maternal traits are what really
impresses Neville. “In my opinion, no-

If there was better cooperation
between Brahman stud breeders
in Southern Africa, the flow
of breeding material between
countries in the region would
greatly improve.Johan Norval

Greater cooperationwill
benefit Zambian Brahmans

ambianBrahmanbreeders
do not have ready access
to a wide variety of bree-
ding material to improve
their herds.

It remains difficult for breeders to
obtain semen, mainly due to the qua-
rantine restrictions on bulls, that have

to bewithdrawn fromactive service for
long periods of time, says Mr Neville
Pinkney, chairman of the Herd Book
SocietyofZambiaandaBrahmanbree-
der himself. Neville is also the former
chairman of the Zambian Brahman
Breeders’ Society and chairman of the
DorperBreeders’ Society.

Messrs Neville
Pinkney
(right),
chairman of
the Herd Book
Society of
Zambia, and
Jan van
Zyl, council
member of the
Brahman Cat
tle Breeders’
Society of
South Africa,
on Mr Pink
ney’s farm.
The photo was
taken on a
recent visit to
Zambia.

Z
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thing beats the Brahman as a dam-line
breed, especially when it comes to rai-
sing strong weaner calves or offspring
for the feedlot,” he says.

Neville reckons the Brahman initially
contributed to about half of the coun-
try’s commercial crosses. “The breed
has lost some ground against the Bo-
ran, but I think there is currently a re-
turn to the Brahman in Zambia. The
Brahman is the preferred breed among
emerging farmers, with about 99% of
available Brahman bulls being snapped
up by them. Traditional breeders have
started to move away from the indi-
genous Angoni-type cattle,” remarks
Neville. “In the Mala region, where cat-
tle farming is big, breeders will be quite
frank about the fact that the Brahman’s
resistance to disease is the main reason
they prefer the breed.”

In Zambia, the Boran is still the biggest
beef cattle breed with the highest num-
ber of registered cattle, followed by the
Brahman, Bonsmara, Santa Gertrudis,
Sussex and a small number of Simmen-
tal and Angus. Two indigenous breeds in

Zambia are the Angoni, a smallish San-
ga-type breed, and the Tuli, which is also
popular in Zimbabwe. “We have several
other indigenous breeds in Zambia, but
to my knowledge they are not bred on a
commercial scale,” Neville says.

COW HERD
The Zambian Brahman Breeders’ So-
ciety currently has only six breeders
with a total of 1 000 registered cows.
However, thereareabout25othercom-
mercial breeders with a combined cow
herd of 4 000 to 5 000 animals who
also make bulls available.

Demand for good quality bulls is rela-
tively healthy in Zambia, says Neville,
with the average price for commer-
cial Brahman bulls fetching between
R26 000 and R40 000. “There are
breeders, however, who only want to
buyagoodbull,whichresults inanimals
being sold that don’t meet the required
breed standards.” Neville believes this
should be stopped. “This is why I try to
promote the registration of animals so
inspectors have the opportunity to se-

lect breeding stock.”
During a brief visit to Zambia,

Messrs Wessel Hattingh and Jan van
Zyl, respectively the chairman and
council member of the Brahman Cattle
Breeders’ Society of South Africa, visi-
ted not only Neville but also the Cantlay
and Coventry families, who are fourth-
generation Zambians. They farm with
pure-bred Brahman herds of 2 000 to
3 000 cows, and are steadily improving
their genetic base. Their herds – and
also that of the Franklin family – are
proof that the future of the Brahman is
assured in Zambia. They are among the
largest commercial farmers in the coun-
try,andalsofarmextensivelywithsugar
cane, bananas and maize.

Neville farms on Cisera, a 900 ha farm
near Mazabuka, south-west of Lusaka.
He has 70 Brahman stud cows and also
farms with about 150 commercial Brah-
man cows, 200 Dorper ewes and 50
Boer goats.

Quality, breed improvement and sup-
porting fellow farmers remain close to
Neville’s heart.
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Charl van RooyenBOTSWANA

he Brahman is the ideal beef
breed for African conditions
because it offers the most
scope in commercial cross-

breeding and stud-breeding program-
mes, thanks to being sowell adapted to
the extremesof the tropics.
What’s more, the breed has carcass

traits the international beef industry
seeks, says Mr Monty Chiepe, one of

Botswana’s eminent Brahman bree-
ders, who farms on the outskirts of the
capital Gaborone.
The breed is eminently suited to Bo-

tswana’s semi-arid conditions, with a
significant percentage of the country’s
national beef herd that already sports
Brahmangenetics.
Monty remarks that despite Africa

having a cattle population that counts

One of Botswana’s leading
Brahman breeders has
established his own embryo and
AI station to stay at the forefront
of genetic developments.Charl vanRooyen

T

African growth offers
great opportunities

among the top five in the world, it is
not even among the world’s ten largest
beef producers. But Monty views the
demand for meat protein, in particular
from Africa’s rapidly growing middle
class, as the main reason why an in-
crease in beef productivity and quality
canno longer bedelayed.
“African countries need to make a to-

tal mind shift if they want their beef in-
dustriestoremainrelevantandfortheir
farmers to start making a meaningful
economic contribution,” remarks Mon-
ty. “In my travels through several Afri-
cancountries, I soonrealisedtheurgent
need,notonly formeaningful solutions,
but also for ones that actually can be
implemented.”

PASSIONATE ABOUT
BRAHMANS
To say Monty is enthusiastic about the
Brahman breed is a gross understate-
ment. Before he decided to import
breeding material, he first spent 10
years (from 1986 to 1996) researching
the breed in both South Africa and the
United States. Only then did he import
170 female animals and 10bulls.
“I wanted to first understand the

breed so I could breed cattle that are
easytofarmandarehighlyproductive,”
he says. He recently built his own em-
bryo and AI station in Gaborone with
the view of one day exporting his own
breeding material to other African
countries. “The demand for Brahmans
will justgrowasAfricadevelops itsagri-
cultural sector,” notesMonty.
Breeders in Botswana currently regis-

ter their animalswith theBrahmanCat-
tle Breeders’ Society of SouthAfrica.

www.myfarming.co.za

Yusuf Moosa

Limpopo | South Africa

Tel. +2715 590 1786/2786

Fax +27866 724 600

Cell +2782 786 1439

E-mail: yusuf@myfarming.co.za

MrMonty
Chiepewith
someembryo
calvesathis
embryoand
AI station in
Gaborone.
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SALES Charl van Rooyen
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HARDINESS, FEMININITY, FERTILITY

and EXCELLENT MOTHERING CHARACTERISTICS

BRAHMANS IN THE HIGHVELD

etween 1 March 2014 and 31
January 2015, 888 registered
Brahmans were exported, ac-
cording to the Brahman Cattle

Breeders’ Society of South Africa. Most
of these animals were sold to Namibian
breeders (536), followed by Botswana
(185),Zambia(128),Zimbabwe(34), the
United States (4) and Swaziland (1).

The reasons are obvious. Africa needs
animals that are self-sustainable and
can produce and perform under ex-
treme conditions. In other words, cattle
that can effectively utilise the available
shrubs, grass and browsing, without
requiring heavy inputs. The cows have
to calve easily and be vigilant mothers
that will protect their calves at all costs
against predators.

Brahmans complement all breeds –
especially the indigenous breeds of the
different African countries – and add
value and profit, because their prepo-
tency and hybrid vigour are strong and

manifest in their offspring.
Within South Africa itself there is

also a growing demand, and breeding
material is vigorously traded between
successful farmers. The total number
of transfers (domestic and foreign
sales) during this period was 4 705.
This shows how dynamic the Brahman
industry is, with almost 10% of the total
number of animals exchanging owners.

South Africa currently has 51 277 re-
gistered Brahmans and 9 904 animals
in the Stud Book Appendix registry, co-
ming to a total of 61 181 animals.

The demand for Brahmans in Sout-
hern Africa is currently greater than
the supply, and this is also reflected in
the high prices that animals fetch.

Prospective and existing farmers are
encouraged to breed pure-bred cattle,
because there is a huge – and growing
– demand for Brahmans from Mozam-
bique, Zimbabwe, Angola, Botswana
and Namibia.

Healthy demand for Brahmans

About 10% of the
total number of local
Brahmans change
hands every year,
with an increasing
number of these
animals going to our
northern neighbours.

Charl vanRooyen

B
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Setting up your perennial pastures for
summer – take care of your daughters
With a hot dry autumn behind us and very little if any moisture so far during winter, it’s time to look forward to our spring pasture
management. This is going to be absolutely critical to get the most out of our grass especially as we are faced with a low milk
price and rising costs on most inputs.
Beneath the greenness of a perennial pasture in spring there are millions new-born

daughter tillers. Within a couple of months your pasture will compromise entirely of these
new daughter tillers. They will replace their ‘mother’ tillers who have vernalised over win-
ter, and will soon go to seed and die. How dense your pasture will be during the summer
months depends on how many of these daughter tillers survive. Up to three daughter tillers
can grow from the base of the mother tiller who initially provides the daughters with water
and nutrients. If, on average, two daughter tillers replace every mother tiller your pasture
will thicken up into summer. If less than one daughter survives (for every mother tiller), your
pasture will thin out over summer.
During spring the fate of millions of daughter tillers depends on you. Apart from the water

and sugars they get from their ‘mother’, they need two things to survive: sunlight and nutri-
ents.
Daughter tillers will NOT survive weeks of darkness under high pasture covers; they will turn

pale and die. There are three simple rules to ensure your daughter tillers get enough light:
(1) Graze at 2.5 – 3 leaf stage or at canopy close (whichever occurs first); (2) Graze down
to consistent, clean residuals of 4 – 5 cm (approx. 1500kgDM/Ha); (3) Keep repeating rules
one and two. This allows light down into the base of the pasture, stimulating the production and survival of your daughter tillers.
It will also increase milk production as these same rules lead to higher pasture utilisation, increased ME and DM yield.
Nitrogen application during daughter tiller production helps the daughter tillers to establish quickly. It is important that by

early summer most of these daughter tillers are fully grown with their own well established root systems so that they can survive
our hot and potentially dry summers. Nitrogen increases tolerance to hot, dry conditions

and also reduces the incidence of rust in pasture.
Early hot, dry weather can harm or even kill these

new tillers whilst they are still young, so irrigation man-
agement through spring into summer is critical. Man-
aging and scheduling your irrigation around the new
tillers will ensure a strong plant population going into
summer.
These new tillers are your milk producers over summer

and if well managed will provide plenty of good quality
grass and improved persistence through summer into
the following autumn.
Take care of your daughter tillers through spring and

they’ll look after you and your cows for the rest of their
lives.

Daughter tiller emerging from ‘mother’.

Post grazing residual – new tillers
exposed to sunlight.

Pre and post grazing, Arrow perennial
ryegrass in Mooi River – 48 days since

last grazed.

Barenbrug - for more than 100 years a leader in pasture crops worldwide

BARENBRUG INTERNATIONAL HITS SA MARKET
Youngest concepts Youngest material Youngest advantages

Pasture options addressing all aspects of a feed flow

Head Office
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Breed average EBV for calves born in 2013

EBV

-0,7 +1,5 +15 +23 +28 +29 +3 +0,6 +16 +0,4 +0,1 +0,2 +0,0 +0,0

EBV

- +2,6 +17 +29 +35 - -1 +1,2 +20 +2,2 +0,5 +0,7 +0,4 +0,1
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- 57% 63% 65% 64% - 45% 63% 56% 37% 44% 44% 37% 32%

Sakkie and Alma Haasbroek,

Cell 083 268 6662

Danie Haasbroek, Cell 071 687 8853

E-mail: haasbroeksakkie@gmail.com

A

L

F

O

R

S

E

BBS 13 332

Vryburg show 2015: Intermediate champion, Breedplan champion

Lichtenburg show 2015: Intermediate champion
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PERSONALITY Johan Norval

ne of the most beloved
livestock experts in Zim-
babwe, the veterinarian
DrJapieJackson,remem-
bers the first Brahmans

importedfromTexastoZimbabwe,with
great fondness.
For Japie it all started with him com-

pleting his training as a veterinarian
at Onderstepoort in South Africa in
1954. The 84-year-old was born in the
district of Fort Victoria, as it was then
known. Up until the disastrous land re-
form programme in Zimbabwe, Japie’s
family farmedatGutuwithabout3000
head of cattle. Gutu is the third-biggest

district in the province of Masvingo, in
southernZimbabwe.
While studying, hemethis futurewife,

Hannalah, an Afrikaans girl from Pie-
tersburg (Polokwane). The two of them
now live in a retirement complex in Bul-
awayonamedQalisa, theNdebeleword
for “the end”.
Japie still conducts pregnancy tes-

ting and herd inspections across the
country. He has done about 12 000
pregnancy tests per year over the past
four years, and this year he has already
done 16 000. In the past, his workload
included about 60 000 tests per year,
andover thecourseofhis careerhehas

conducted an astounding 1,6 million
pregnancy tests andherd inspections.

APPOINTMENT AS
VETERINARIAN
Japie’s first appointment as farm vet
was at Liebig stock farms in the dis-
trict West Nicholson, Beitbridge, about
halfway between Zimbabwe’s second-
biggest city, Bulawayo, and the border
town of Beitbridge, next to the highway
and railway line to South Africa. The
70 000-strong cattle herd weremainly
Afrikaners, including anAfrikaner stud.
Mr John Vavasour, a New Zealander

who managed the Liebig stock farms

The current generation of
Brahman cattle, the descendants
of a group of animals that were
imported just six decades ago,
have become the dominant beef
cattle breed in Zimbabwe.JohanNorval

HowBrahmans came
to dominate Zimbabwe

TheBrahman is thedominantcattlebreed
inZimbabwetoday.Thefirst cattleof this
superiorbreedwere imported fromTexas in
theUnitedStatessixdecadesago.

O
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PERSONALITY

in Argentina, joined the company in the
yearofJapie’sappointmentasZimbab-
weanmanager. In 1955, John imported
a group of Brahmans from the Manso
bloodline from Texas, presumably
from the JD Hudgins stud, which still
exists today. “On the ship was another
group of Brahmans, destined for Mas-
honaland. To my knowledge, those two
groups were the first Brahmans to ar-
rive in what was then Rhodesia,” re-
members Japie.
The Brahmans that ended up on the

farm Towla were 5 bulls and 24 heifers.
Theywereallgrey,withsomedisplaying
light anddark shades and someslightly
tan– likethefavouriteheifer intheherd,
soonknownastheYellowRoseofTexas.
“I even remember the names of the

bulls,” remembers Japie. “They were
Certo de Manso, Serge de Manso, Lou-
gie de Manso, Toole de Manso en Rit-
tenour deManso.”

INSEMINATION
Among Japie’s first responsibilities
were to vaccinate the imported cattle
against heartwater, but his main job
was to collect semen and to artificially
inseminate as many of the cows and
heifers on the farm as possible. “It was
the early years ofAI,” says Japie.
Many hours were spent cradling the

artificial vagina, but the bulls simply re-
fusedtoejaculate.“Ieventriedbringing
in some of cows in heat, but without
success. The expression on their faces
indicated a complete and utter lack of
interest!”
Finally, Japie resorted to the use of

electro-stimulation. He took a bicy-
cle dynamo, powered by a grindstone
covered with rubber. He then put one
hand, with contact points connected to
two fingers, up the rectum of the bull,
whileheusedtheotherhandtoturnthe
grindstone. The contraption worked,
andsoonhehadcollectedsomesemen.
This was diluted with egg yolk and

skimmed milk, while a substance was
addedtostabilise thepHof themixture.
“The semen also only lasted for four
days in theparaffin fridgesof 1955,”Ja-
pie remembers.
Thecowsposedthenextproblem.The

pure-bred Afrikaner cows were in the
middle of the sprawling farm, and the
hundredsofcowsthatwerereadyforAI
were about 30 km further away. Japie
had to devise a system to synchronise
the work. In the end, he and his team

nicknamed ‘Madzungudza’, which re-
ferredtothe loosefoldsofskinand long
ears. This name lasted for a long time,
but Idon’thear it anymore,” saysJapie.
Afrikaner breeders were concerned

about the arrival of the Brahman, and
they had good reason to be, because
within a few decades the Brahman had
takenover as the dominant breed.
But why did the Brahman become the

favourite breed of the formerRhodesia
within just a few decades of its arrival?
“It was simply the Brahman’s viability
as beef breed that caught the attention
of commercial breeders,” says Japie.
“They looked so elegant, and before
long they dominated the national bull
auctions.”
Nearly 57% of the 65 bulls sold at

the 2015 national livestock auction
in Harare were Brahmans, selling for
the average price of US$3 185 (about
R39 812). The auction’s average for the
other 28bulls of sevenbeef breedswas
US$2957 (aboutR36962).
There is also a growing interest in the

breed in communal areas, despite the
preference remaining for indigenous
breeds. Today Brahman genetics are
relativelywidespread in the tribal areas
after the first Brahman bulls started
making their presence felt. “Wherever
you travel in the country today, you
will see cattle with long, floppy ears,”
smiles Japie.
In the lowveld, where animals are ex-

pected to browse, the Brahman is won-
derfully adapted to do just that. “They
are taller and can reach higher into the
trees thanother cattle,” remarksJapie.
While at Liebig, Japie also found the
Brahman to bemore heat tolerant than
other breeds. “In summer, Iwouldoften
find Brahmans grazing in the sun while
othercattlehadalreadysought shade.”
One negative aspect of the Brahman

is its sensitivity toextremecold though.
Japie remembers a cold, wet spell in
November 1968 in which thousands of
cattle died, many of themBrahmans. “I
think it can be attributed to the breed’s
ratio of skin surface to body weight
being larger thanothers breeds’.”

THE BRAHMAN’S ROLE IN
CROSS-BREEDING
Japie is excited about the Brahman’s
cross-breeding role in Zimbabwe: “Of
all the cross-bred cows I’ve dealt with,
the Afrikaner x Brahman is the most
successful in lowveld conditions.”

collected between 50 and 100 cows
that would come into heat within the
next three days. The semenwould then
be collected over two days, and on the
third day the flasks with semen would
betransported to thecows,while trying
to keep it all as cool as possible for the
AI sessions in theafternoonandthe fol-
lowingmorning. After that, the AI cows
returned to their camps where bulls
waited for them.
This processwas repeateduntil about

1000cowshadbeen inseminated.They
did the same thing the following year,
and the two seasons yielded about
1 000Brahmancrosses.
“The difference between the cross-

bred calves and the pure-bred Afrika-
ner calves was remarkable,” remem-
bers Japie. “Initially all the cross-bred
youngbullswereusedasherdsires,and
thecross-bredheiferswerematedback
with theBrahmanbulls.”
The only two bulls that could be used

assemendonorswereCertoandSerge.
“I can still see them standing in front of
me,”muses Japie. “Theywere the fore-
fathers of many of the wonderful long-
eared cattle of our lowveld.”

A NEW BREED FOR
ZIMBABWE
The arrival of the Brahman breed in
Zimbabwe caused great excitement
among breeders. “Their appearance
wassodifferentandelegant.Theywere

DrJapieJackson
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PERSONALITY

The blue tick, which affect animals
with a longer coat in particular and is
virtually resistant to all dips, doesn’t
seem to bother the Brahman as much
as it does other breeds, says Japie.
However, the Brahman does have less
resistance to the bont tick, which tend
to cluster in the folds of loose skin and
around the teats. Japie has also ob-
served Brahman’s being more suscep-
tible to heartwater than indigenous
breeds,but theyarestill far lesssuscep-
tible to it than any other exotic breed.

So, taking all breeds into account,
which particular trait does a breed
need to have to become a industry lea-
der in Zimbabwe?

Japie smiles and answers: “In this
country, the main problems is stock
theft. Cattle thieves don’t easily steal
a Brahman, I’ll tell you that. This is an
animal that is both vigilant and nimble,
so it has no problem to get away. The
European breeds are easily slaughte-
red in the veld, and the meat is simply
carried away.”

What Japie really appreciates about

the Brahman is their intelligence. “The
most important prerequisite for far-
ming with Brahmans is to know how to
handle them. Just after they were set-
tled here, people didn’t have a clue how
to work with them, and it was only with
time that they started getting it right.”

FERTILITY
When a cow suckles a calf, her body ex-
pends enormous energy on producing
milk. When she produces enough milk,
she doesn’t have any reserve energy
left forova todevelop in theovaries, ex-
cept when she has enough food to eat.

Japie noticed with Herefords, Afri-
kaners and Brahmans that conception
suffers when a cow suckles a calf. “In
the case of Brahman studs where fee-
ding isadequate, therearenoproblems
with conception whatsoever.”

The Brahman’s gestation period is
about two weeks longer than that of
Bos taurusbreeds. If a cowcalvesevery
year,sheshouldbematedtoabull three
months later in her lactation period.
This iswhengood feedingpracticesare

critically important.
“I’ve dealt with many fertile Brahman

herds,” says Japie. “There is nothing
wrong with the fertility of the breed.
Nutrition plays a far more important
role than the cow’s natural fertility cy-
cle ever will.”

And if he had to farm with commer-
cial cattle on about 10 000 ha in low-
veld conditions, what breed would he
choose? “My first choice would be a
Afrikaner x Brahman cross, but here on
our highveld with its sourveld, I would
prefer a breed like the Mashona,” Japie
points out. “It is a much smaller breed
than the Brahman, but it has proven
itself an excellent choice.”

When Zimbabwe’s herds are rebuilt,
many cattle will be needed and the de-
mand for Brahmans will once again in-
crease. And when that happens, Brah-
mans will again be in great demand,
both bulls and cows, says this lively,
experienced, knowledgeable vet who
most probably holds the world record
for the highest number of pregancy
tests ever done.






