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Thanks for life lessons!
Jan van Zyl, board member of the Brahman Cattle 
Breeders’ Society, talks about this breed supplement.

t daybreak I was 
looking at my Brah-
man cattle through 
my office window, 

and thanking the Lord for the 
privilege of being so closely 
involved with His creation and 
His greatness.

With the help and guidance 
of my father, Gideon, I began 
farming my first five Brahman 
stud animals in 1972. I could 
not imagine then what the 
breed would come to mean to 
me. Now, I gladly share a few 
life lessons.
Passion: Develop enthusiasm 
and a love for your career and 
find fulfilment in it every day. 
Challenge yourself to contri-

A bute even more, and to give 
more than you expect to get 
back yourself. It is easy to fall 
in love, and stay in love, with 
the Brahman, a breed with 
personality, intelligence and 
good reproductive ability, 
even if it is not always perfect.
People: We all believe we can 
do everything ourselves. The 
older I get, the more I realise 
that all of us, regardless of 
what we do, are in the people 
business. We strive to do busi-
ness with people of integrity. 
I buy and negotiate where 
I have an enjoyable buying 
experience and where I get 
sound advice and impeccable 
after sales service. I challenge 

you to deliver these kind of 
services in your career.
Goals: Businesses and organi-
sations go under if members 
and leaders get involved with 
themselves, and self-interest 
becomes more important 
than the cause. This can put 
one on the road to destruc-
tion. Remember your goals, 
stay focused and wish each 
other only the best.
Best advice: Make the weak-
nesses of your breed the 
strength of your herd. Iden-
tify it in your breed, business, 
company and human relation-
ships, and apply it resolutely.
You may ask what this has to 
do with our third supplement. 

Everything. The goal of the 
supplement is to enrich lives 
and share knowledge and ex-
perience. 

You will read about Brahman 
cows that had 20 natural cal-
vings with an inter-calving 
period of 371 days. You will  
read about the advantages 
of a longer reproductive life 
(longevity) and the financial 
advantages of that for your 
cow factory. Then, there is 
something about how the 
countries of the world co-ope-
rate to make the Brahman the 
most fertile breed on the pla-
net. Another article informs 
on how the Brahman, after 
research and a look at profi-
tability, became the breed of 
choice for various farmers and 
at the Potchefstroom Agricul-
tural College and the Boland 
Agricultural High School.

May this supplement bless 
you with insight, knowledge 
and dreams.
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co.za

POSTAL ADDRESS
Private Bag X12
Brandhof
Bloemfontein
9324

ENQUIRIES 
Direct enquiries to the 
Brahman Breeders’  
Society of South Africa.

CONTENT

4   Carrying capacity, 
cow size and weight 

8   Low cost calf  
production possible 
with Brahman-cross 
mothers 

14   Fertility and longevi-
ty offer the farmer an 
economic advantage 

18   ‘Brahmans aim to  
become a highly 
fertile breed’ 

20   Cows are a herd’s 
money factory

23   Increase beef  
profits with the right 
selection criteria 

28   Brahmans stand  
out in the Boland 

34   The Brahman cow – 
queen of the cattle 
world 

36   Brahman beyond our 
borders

42   Best dam line for 
feedlot cattle 

 

44   Heifer management 
for production  
and reconception

48   Funtional udders  
and teats  
receive attention 

52   Brahman cows:  
best mothers for 
extensive farming 

56   ‘Brahman cows make 
intelligent mothers’



BRAHMAN MOTSHABI MOKOLOBATE and MICHIEL SCHOLTZ

Carrying capacity, 
cow size and weight

Carrying capacity and nutritional needs determine stocking 
rate and yield, while breed choice and herd size must be 
managed for optimal profit in extensive systems.

he concept of large 
stock units (LSUs) 
is an important one 
since it is used to de-

termine the number of cattle 
of a specific frame and weight 
that can be kept in an area. 
Failure to conform to recom-
mended stocking rates will 
lead to overgrazing and ulti-
mately to veld deterioration. 
Carrying capacity (or grazing 
capacity) refers to the area 
of veld required to maintain 
a single livestock unit in good 
body condition over a number 
of years, without any deterio-
ration in quality of the grazing 
area. The carrying capacity of 
a particular area is usually ex-

T

framed cow of 500 kg, with 
a calf at foot, is the equiva-
lent of 1,5 LSUs, while a  
large-framed cow of 500 kg, 
with her calf, is equivalent to 
1,78 LSUs. 

The voluntary intake of the 
medium-framed 500 kg cow is 
13,6 kg a day, while the large-
framed 500 kg cow has a vol-
untary intake of 15 kg a day. 
This is a 10% difference.

To illustrate this, we can use 
an example in which medium-
framed, lactating Brahman 
cows of 500 kg and large-
framed 550 kg cows of a Euro-
pean breed are run on 1 000ha 
in an area which has a carrying 
capacity of  7 ha/LSU. 

 TABLE 1   shows the number of 
cows with calves that can be 
stocked, the average wean-
ing weight per calf and the 
total kilograms of all calves 
weaned.

It is clear that between 80 

pressed in hectares per LSU.
Dr Heinz Meissner and his 

colleagues developed the 
concept of an LSU in 1983. In 
South Africa, an LSU is the 
equivalent of an ox with a live-
weight of 450 kg, gaining 500 
g per day on grass with an av-
erage digestibility of 55%. 

Less well known is that ani-
mals of the same weight but 
with different frame sizes do 
not belong to the same LSU. 

The reason for this is found-
ed on the principle that there 
is a difference in the voluntary 
intake of these cattle. In addi-
tion, the ratio between animal 
weight and LSU is not linear. 

For medium-framed breeds, 

such as the Brahman, this is 
an important principle.

PRODUCTIVITY
Cow weight is not only impor-
tant when it comes to deter-
mining carrying capacity. It is 
also a key factor in cow pro-
ductivity. 

Qualities that affect cow pro-
ductivity include calf weaning 
weight, feed requirements 
of the cow-calf combination 
(LSU can be used to estimate 
the daily intake) and the fre-
quency of calf production as 
indicated by the inter-calving 
period.

It is crucial to realise 
that the LSU of a medium-

Excellent calves with medium-framed Brahman cows.

TOP: Prof Michiel Scholtz  

ABOVE: Ms Motshabi  
Mokolobate
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BRAHMAN PROFITABILITY

From the accompanying tables, it is clear that the Brahman’s 
profitability is underestimated. If we apply the details of the trials, a 
farmer could wean 1 472 kg more with Brahman calves. At a price 
of R22/kg this means an increase in income of R32 383,36 plus 
huge savings on management costs, such as lick, antibiotics, dips 
and other inputs. 

The right dam line facilitates management, increases profitability 
and significantly reduces losses, which means extra money in the 
farmer’s pocket. – Jan van Zyl, Brahman Breeders’ Society

TABLE 1: NUMBER OF COWS OF DIFFERENT FRAME SIZES THAT CAN BE STOCKED 
ON 1 000 HA, WITH A CARRYING CAPACITY OF 7 HA/LIVESTOCK UNIT, WITH THE 
WEANING WEIGHT OF CALVES  AND TOTAL KILOGRAMS OF CALVES WEANED

Frame size Breed/type Cow weight 
(kg)

Number  
of cows

Average 
calf weaning 
weight (kg)

Total weight 
of calves 
weaned 

(kg)

Medium Brahman 500 95 210 19 950

Large European 550 80 230 18 478

TABLE 2: TOTAL KILOGRAMS OF CALVES WEANED AND KILOGRAM OF CALF  
PER LIVESTOCK UNIT OF DIFFERENT FRAME SIZES

Frame size Breed/type Total weight of 
calves weaned (kg)

Kilograms of calf  
per livestock unit

Medium Brahman 19 950 140

Large European 18 478 129and 95 cows with calves can 
be stocked on the farm, de-
pending on cow weight and 
frame size – which results in 
a difference of 19%. This illus-
trates the significance of us-
ing correct information when 
determining optimal stocking 
rate.

 TABLE 2  shows calf kilograms 
weaned per LSU. If we assume 
the same calving percentages 
for both breed types, the ta-
ble illustrates that more kilo-

breeder to aim at optimising 
profit through optimal graz-
ing management. 

The old mindset of ‘bigger 
and heavier is best’ must be 
changed to one of efficient 
resource utilisation and im-
proved profit with reduced 
costs. This will improve net 
profit and guarantee a sus-
tainable breeding operation.

grams of calf can be weaned 
per LSU off the same grazing.

It should be borne in mind 
that the cost of licks and dips 
is likely to be less in the case of 
the Brahman breed. 

Weaner price per kilogram is 
not the sole determining fac-
tor for profita bility. It is also vi-
tal for herd fertility to improve 
on a continuous basis. 

Stud farmers sell their graz-
ing in kilograms of meat. It 
makes good sense for the 

Ms. Motshabi Mokolobate is a 
researcher at the Agricultural 
Research Council’s Animal 
Production Institute and has 
a PhD from the University of 
the Free State. Prof Michiel 
Scholtz is a specialist re-
searcher at the same institute 
and Extra-Ordinary professor 
at the University of the Free 
State.
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TCR 11/99  is 17 years old with 
a calving ia calving interval of 415 and is 
stil in production. 32 Of her 
offspring are currently in the 
Wilbar herd. Several show 
winners, top cows and bulls 
were bred from her.

BAR 1/06
Daughter of  TCR 11/99
10 years old and 8 calves 
Calving interval 406

BAR
THE BEST INVESTMENT IS:
The right bloodline
for future success

Willem & Adri Barnard  082 578 2664
rondebosch1@vodamail.co.za • POTGIETERSRUS

BAR 12/72
One of many show winners 
from TCR 11/99’s offspring with 
her 2016 show calf.
44 months with  2 calves 
already on the ground 



WAYSIDE
Brahman Stud

Serowe Show 2016 results:
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

6 x 1st places; 3 x 2nd places; 2 x 3rd places

Interbreed Calf Champion Bull

Reserve Interbreed Calf Champion Heifer

Interbreed Junior Champion Bull

Reserve Interbreed Junior Champion Bull

Interbreed Senior Champion Bull

Reserve Interbreed Senior Champion Cow

Grand Champion bull on show, who then became the 
Reserve Grand Champion of the Yard.

REMEMBER 

WAYSIDE 

STUD 
AUCTION 

SALE 

to join us:

annual 

Saturday
11 February 2017

Red and Grey 
Brahman bulls 

and 
females 
on sale.

WB 13867 was 
the 2015 Interbreed 

Calf Champion is Serowe 
and was this year's Reserve 

Interbreed Junior Champion. 
He will be sold at our 

2017 sale.

Semen of many Wayside bulls available in South Africa and all Wayside Bulls in Botswana.
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t is very important that a 
modern-day cattle farmer 
engages his mind and 
not his heart when he 

chooses a breed. Farmers in 
Africa face difficult conditions 
due to regular droughts, 
an unfavourable economic 
climate and increasing 
production costs. This state 
of affairs will only become 
more difficult in future, 
says Dave Ford, who farms 
Brahman and crossbred cattle 
near Olifantshoek in the dry 
Northern Cape.

To manage these realities, 
Dave has developed a farming 
system with the Braham at 
the centre, but that combines 
the best qualities of two hardy 
breeds. An arrangement that 
allows him to farm profitably. 

Dave farms on Lupani 
and other prop er ties near 
Olifantshoek. He measures the 
efficiency of his production 
as cost per kilogram of cattle 
produced, which can also 

BRAHMAN CHARL VAN ROOYEN

The only way to establish the efficiency of production is  
to measure the cost per kilogram of cattle produced.  
Add good Braham-type mothers to the mix and a cattle 
farmer can produce profitably in a tough environment.

Low-cost calf production possible 
with Brahman-cross mothers 

simply be described as low-
cost calf production. “I do 
not believe modern farmers 
should aim for maximum pro-
duction, in other words, the 
heaviest calves, but rather 
aim for well-adapted catt le 
that require minimal inputs, 
and generate sustainable 
profits,” he explains.

BRAHMAN  
CROSSES
Dave farms Brahman- 
Af rikaner crossbred cattle 
that are ideally suited to his 
extensive environment, one 
that is also subject to regular 
and harsh droughts. 

“In my unforgiving environ-
ment I must farm with a breed 
that will profitably raise a 
calf every year under tough 
conditions. That’s why I cross 
Brahman with Afrikaner. 
Both breeds are tough, with 
excellent mothering abilities, 
and they are selected strictly 
for fertility.” 

I
He breeds his own replace-

ment heifers from two herds 
of Brahman and Afrikaner 
that he keeps solely for this 
purpose. He selects strictly for 
conformation, teats, udders 
and ease of calving.

Bulls are evaluated on the 
basis of their parents’ bree d-
ing record and their own ability 
to sire top-quality heifers. Only 
the best crossbred heifers 
are retained as replacement 
heifers and mated with bulls 
that breed small calves. 

When a heifer looks more like 
a Brahman, she is mated with 
an Afrikaner bull. If she looks 
more like an Afrikaner, Dave 
puts a Brahman bull to her.

BREEDING 
Dave’s bulls run permanently 
with the cows, and he does not 

follow a breeding season. 
“If at the end of every year 

I have to wait for a breeding 
season I would not have had 
a single calf this year because 
we once again had a severe 
drought,” he explains.

He alternates the bulls and 
rotates them between herds 
“to keep them interested in 
the cows”.

In such a set-up it is important 
to make sure that all cows 
are pregnant. Every May he 
pregnancy tests all cows that 
have been with a bull, but 
aren’t visibly pregnant or have 
a calf at foot. 

All cows that are not 
pregnant are put together in a 
herd with the most fertile bull 
on the farm. In October they 
are once again examined to 
see if they are pregnant, and 
those that haven’t conceived, 
are slaughtered. 

“It is a pretty simple system, 
with out many frills,” Dave 
remarks grimly. 

  LOCATION  

Olifantshoek,  
Northern  Cape

•

ABOVE: Brahman-Afrikaner 
crossbreeds with their calves.  
PHOTO: DAVE FORD
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ABOVE: Mr Dave Ford  
PHOTO: CHARL VAN ROOYEN 

1. The female animals that Dave 
Ford breeds from Brahman 
crossed with Afrikaner. Dave 
considers this to be the ideal 
maternal line.  PHOTOS: DAVE FORD

2. The calves of Brahman bulls  
crossed with F1 Brahman X  
Afrikaner cows. 

LOW COST 
“I believe in weaner production 
at the lowest possible cost. It’s 
not about optimal production, 
or a breed that delivers a 
heavy weaner, but rather what 
it costs to produce that calf.”

He disagrees with measuring  
effi ciency as the “number 
of kilo grams produced per 
hectare”. Dave reckons this 
tends to take farmers off in the 
wrong direction, as it is highly 
misleading, especially in drier 
production areas. 

“In an above-average year 
kilograms per hectare will 
increase and in a low rainfall 
year it will decrease,” he 
points out. “It therefore can’t 
serve as a measure of the 

breeder’s efficiency. 
“Many farmers get excited 

about producing the maximum 
kilos without looking at what it 
costs them,” he warns.

When considering a breed, 
wheth er pure or synthetic, 
a farmer should seriously 
consider the following: 

  Fertility/breeding: Cows    
per bull, and how many cows 
a bull can cover. Performance 
varies according to climate 
and type of grazing. The 
distance cattle must walk to 
graze and the type of terrain 
also plays a key role. 
  Conception: The area in 
which the farm is situated 
de termines the conception 
rate of female animals.
  Calving ease: Cows that 
continuously battle to calve 
will incur extra expenses 
and a loss of production.
  Weaning percentage: This 
is the percentage of calves 
weaned from the number of 
cows covered.
  Longevity: Dave has 19- 
year-old cows that have 
raised a calf every year. 
Other breeds usually stop 
breeding between 10 and 12 
years. He has many cows of 
15 years and older that he 
keeps in the herd till their 
condition prevents them 
from raising more calves.
  Weight of heifers at mating: 
Heifers must be old enough 
to calve without problems. 
Dave only mates heifers 
of 315kg, irrespective of 
age. He maintains a heifer 
conception rate of 91%. Dave 
believes it is also important 

to continuously select for 
fertility, which is critical for 
low-cost calf production.
  Feeding and grazing costs: 
The number of hectares per 
cow. Large-frame animals 
need more hectares per 
cow and it depends on the 
grazing environment. 
  Supplementary feeding: A 
farmer must determine how 
much supplementary feed 
it takes to get a cow from a 
specific breed through the 
winter and in calf, because 
raising a calf every year is 
non-negotiable. To contain 
costs, farmers must choose 
a breed that produces off the 
veld, with only a protein lick 
in winter and a summer lick 
(salt and phosphate). If cows 
are fed throughout winter 
in average years, they are 
either the wrong breed, or 
there are too many animals 
for the available grazing. 
This obviously doesn’t apply 
during severe droughts. 
Dave also does not creep 
feed his weaners.
  Veterinary costs: Herd 
health is critical, especially 
annual vaccinations of 
cows and calves, and the 
vaccination of re placement 
heifers against brucellosis 
— the biggest threat to the 
cattle industry. If a farmer 
continuously has to phone a 
vet to help cows to calve or 
calves struggle to grow, he’s 
farming the wrong breed. 
Cows that can’t calve or that 
abort should not be given a 
second chance. Biosecurity 
is vital and all new animals, 

or animals that have left the 
farm and return, should be 
kept from the existing herd 
for a certain period of time.
  Predators and stock theft: 
Dave says he has problems 
with predators like leopard 
and jackal, but doesn’t really 
lose calves to jackal, due to 
the cows’ strong maternal 
instinct. Heifers giving birth 
for the first time are usually 
the most vulnerable to jackal 
attack, simply because they  
take longer to calve. 
“If a cow loses her calf to 

predators, she is slaughtered. 
We once came across a cow 
with shredded cheek and neck 
skin from defending her calf 
against a leopard. Fortunately  
we could save her. The cow 
I am looking for raises a calf 
every year, irrespective of 
predators. I don’t have to kill 
the leopards because I have 
cows that defend their calves,” 
Dave smiles. 

Permanently marking all 
animals in the herd in line 
with animal-identification 
regulations is also non-
negotiable. Indentification 
markings should be prominent 
enough so that everybody in 
the surrounding area will get 
to know the markings.

Dave reckons that by taking 
all these traits into account, 
a farmer can aim for optimal 
production. His advice is to 
identify the ideal maternal line 
for the farm and then manage 
it optimally.

ENQUIRIES: E-mail: daveford10@
gmail.com.
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ows from most 
South African cat-
tle breeds usu-
ally produce from 

six to seven calves during 
their lifetime, before they are 
culled. The reason for this is 
often given as the need for 
early replacement due to cer-
tain selection criteria not be-
ing met, but the reality is that 
many cows are culled because 
of a decrease in production as 
they get older.

The Brahman is universally 
known for its longevity. Ques-
tionnaires collected in 2015 
by the Braham Cattle Breed-
ers’ Society of Southern Af-
rica once again confirmed this 

BRAHMAN RUAN SCHUTTE, WALTER VAN NIEKERK and FRIKKIE MARÉ

Fertility and longevity 
combine to give farmers 
the financial edge
Selection for longevity has major 
economic advantages for the cattle 
farmer, with commercial cattlemen 
saying they save 8 to 10% in costs for 
every extra year a cow is in production.  

C

well known trait of the breed. 
Brahman stud breeders have 
identified longevity as the 
third most important charac-
teristic of the breed. 

Only hybrid vigour (het-
erosis) and maternal charac-
teristics, coupled with fertil-
ity, were considered more 
important traits. Commer-
cial breeders say they save 
8-10% in costs for every extra 

year a cow is in production.  
Selection for longevity cre-
ates obvious financial ben-
efits for cattle farmers.

INFLUENTIAL  
ANCESTORS
It was apparent from answers 
to questions asked during 
market research, conducted 
by the University of the Free 
State (UOFS),  that longevity is 
important to farmers. 

Theresa Steenkamp of the 
Brahman Cattle Breeders’ So-
ciety, in collaboration with the 
Unit in Livestock Economy at 
UOFS, analysed the research 
generated data. The results 
showed that a number of 
Brahman cows produced from 
16-21 calves, with some inter-
calving periods (ICP) as short 
as 365 days.

Knowingly or unknowingly, 
breeders have used these 
cows and their descendants 
efficiently and productively. 
Longevity genes are now 
widespread throughout the 
Brahman breed, to the advan-
tage of the Brahman sector. 

BULL INFLUENCE
Cows with exceptional 
longevity and fertility are 
often mentioned, but the 
influence of bulls on the 
current herd status of the 
Brahman breed must not be 
forgotten. 

The bull JVZ01362 ( PHOTO 1) 
is one of a set of twins from a 
cow, with an ICP of 385 days. 
She had 17 calves, including 
another set of twins. The ma-

ternal grandmother of one 
of his sons, JVZ06233, had 
13 calves, and an ICP of 376 
days. Currently, he has three 
sons acting as herd bulls that 
are passing on the longevity 
traits.  

There are 436 offspring 
recorded in JVZ01362’s pedi-
gree register, transferring the 
traits for fertility and longev-
ity. They, in turn, have put 723 
offspring into various herds.

Selection for longevity in 
the traditional manner takes 
time, since a cow’s longevity 
can only be proven at a cer-
tain age, which hampers the 
efficient utilisation of her off-
spring. 

TECHNOLOGY
Fortunately there is technol-
ogy available that makes it 
possible to transfer favour-
able genes faster. 

Embryo flushing means that ABOVE: JVZ 01362 Twin Buddy, 
one of a pair of twins from the 
cow JVZ 93126, who produced  
17 calves and had an inter-calving 
period of 385 days. Her offspring 
included two sets of twins.

ABOVE: BOS 93108. This cow 
flushed 31  embryos from which 
1 513 offspring were registered.  
(The society apologises for the 
poor quality of the picture.)

2

1
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a breeder can get as many off-
spring as possible in a shorter 
period from a  cow with proven 
longevity. 

The cow BOS 93108 ( PHOTO 2) 

is a good example of this. Of 
her 31 embryo calves, a fur-
ther 1 513 offspring have been 
registered and are actively 
producing. 

Her ICP is unfortunately 
poor on her record because 
of the intensive embryo pro-
gramme, nevertheless, the an-
imal should be applauded for 

THE BULL JVZ01362’S PEDIGREE REGISTER

Id. no. of calves Date of birth of calves

JH8824 01/09/1988

NNNN89552 25/12/1989

NNNN90651 12/11/1990

NNNN9118 20/12/1991

VD9230 10/11/1992

VD9380 20/10/1993

RD9432 28/09/1994

RD9588 25/10/1995

RD96171 05/11/1996

RD97249 06/11/1997

BGI9817 25/11/1998

UNKNOWN 19/10/1999

OZ0061 02/12/2000

OZ0170 08/12/2001

OZ0266 17/12/2002

OZ0368 27/12/2003

OZ04112 18/12/2004

OZ05300 10/11/2005

OZ06300 20/11/2006

OZ07300 28/12/2007

 

Miss Fayette (HS71208) ( PHOTO 3). 
Her ICP was 370 days with her 17th calf. 
She has had an enormous influence 
on the industry through her two sons; 
HS83105 who fathered 302 offspring in 
13 herds, and HS8434 who fathered 31 
offspring in two herds. Her 10 daughters 
produced 84 offspring, and from them 
came 1 077 calves. Of these, 747 off-
spring in 40 herds had the bull Tecklen-
burg Riza HS88-2 as the sire.  Only when 
the offspring of all her calves are further 
analysed, will we realise how big her im-
pact on the national Brahman herd has 
been. Her extraordinary fertility and 
genes for longevity definitely contribu-
ted to the breed becoming known for 
these characteristics. We salute her as 
a breed ancestress.

her contribution to the sector.

LONGEVITY 
One of the problems with se-
lecting for longevity is that 

EXCEPTIONAL BRAHMAN COWS WITH OUTSTANDING 
PRODUCTION FIGURES AND IMPRESSIVE ICPS

3

5

4

R10 9825. She is now 18 years old and 
has delivered 19 calves, of which three 
pairs are twins. Six of her embryo cal-
ves have also been registered. Her first 
calf was born when she was 24 months 
old. Some of her daughters have alrea-
dy had eight to nine calves, and are still 
active. The picture to the left ( PHOTO 5) 
shows her with one pair of twins, which 
she raised herself.
0136NCC. She was the longest-ived 
Brahman cow in the database, and had 
her last calf at 27 years. She was the 
maternal reservoir for 130 calves, with 
too many stud cows to mention. Her 
age is a milestone for any ancestress 

JH8518 ( PHOTO 4). In her lifespan of 23 
years she had 20 natural calvings, with 
an average ICP of only 372 days. The ta-
ble shows her pedigree register, which 
would be any farmer’s dream. 

One of JH8518’s bull calves, OZ0170, 
fathered 44 offspring, of which four 
bulls went to stud herds. One of those 
bulls, HHM043, in turn fathered 151 off-
spring, and the ones that were kept for 
breeding purposes were responsible 
for another 343 offspring. 

This is a striking example of how ex-
ceptional breeding material for fertility 
and longevity should be established 
and preserved in the Brahman. At the 
president’s dinner this year JH8518 will 
be honoured for her contribution to the 
breed.

and the breed is justifiably proud of 
her.
MAS9311. This formidable cow gave 
birth to 18 calves, with an average 
ICP of 379 days. Some of her daugh-
ters are now in production and onto 
their eighth or ninth calf. 

What makes her so exceptional, 
is that she has had two bull calves, 
MAS9616 and MAS0243, that sired 
194 offspring in 15 herds and 133 off-
spring in two herds respectively. 

If we analyse this genetic line, we 
can find 1 500–2 000 offspring that 
established the characteristics of 
fertility plus longevity in the breed.

PHOTO 3. Tecklenburg Miss Fayette 
HS71208 at the age of 20 years with her 
17th calf. She laid a strong foundation in 
the Brahman breed. 

PHOTO 4. JH 8518. In her lifetime of  
23 years she had 20 natural calvings  
with an average intercalving period of  
only 372 days.

ABOVE: RIO 98 25. At 18 years she had 
already given birth to 19 calves. Impossible? 
No — she had three sets of twins.  
PHOTOS: BREED SOCIETY
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some cows, while still fer-
tile, develop other age-related 
problems. One of the most 
common is a decrease in tooth 
count, especially when ani-
mals are on tough, veld graz-
ing. The animal cannot graze 
sufficient quantities of forage.  
However, a study by Steen-
kamp in Zimbabwe (1969 & 
1970) showed that the tooth 
enamel of Bos indicus and 
Sanga breeds is harder than 
that of the Bos taurus and Brit-
ish breeds. 

He found that the Bos taurus 
breeds bite on the maxillary 
part of the teeth, while Bos 
indicus and Sanga breeds bite 
beyond the maxillary part. 
This causes Bos taurus teeth 
to break and weaken dramati-
cally, while the teeth of the in-
digenous breeds get sharper.

Sanders (2005) and Muntean 
(2011) also showed that Brah-
man crosses have the best 

tooth count of all the animals 
that were used in the trials.  
Brahman mouths last longer, 
which prevents them from be-
ing culled due to their teeth. 

This characteristic ensures 
that female animals stay 
part of the breeding herd for  
longer.

 The authors of the article, from 
left, Frikkie Maré, Walter van 
Niekerk and Ruan Schutte.

ECONOMIC  
FEATURES
Longevity, coupled with fer-
tility, is one of the most im-
portant economic selection 
criteria. With the expense 
involved in raising replace-
ment heifers, it makes finan-
cial sense to get the most of 

the cow’s reproductive life. 
Efficient herd management 
is a challenging science that 
must be approached holisti-
cally. While the farmer seeks 
to reduce costs and increase 
profit, breeding and selection 
programmes should be effi-
ciently managed. 

By selecting for fertility and 
longevity, the cost of raising 
and replacing calves can be 
reduced. And certainly, more 
calves weaned per cow can 
make an appreciable differ-
ence to the profitability of any 
beef operation. 

All three authors are with the 
Unit in Livestock Economy 
at the University of the Free 
State.
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‘Brahmans aim to become  
a highly fertile breed’
Over the past decade, scientists and breeders 
worldwide have been hard at work at trying to make  
the Brahman breed one of the most fertile in the world.

I n extensive conditions, 
such as in southern Africa, 
Australia, Texas in the 
United States and South 

America, the Brahman has 
had a significant influence on 
the national herd. In southern 

Africa and Australia, a large 
percentage of beef cattle are 
Brahman or Brahman crosses.

The environment has selec
ted Brahman cows to spe
cifically survive droughts, 
explains Dr Michael Bradfield, 

animal scientist and head of 
Breedplan Southern Africa. 

“In nature, reproduction is 
the main driver of any spe
cies,” Michael says. “Over cen
turies, the Brahman cow has 
realised that if she fails to pro

ABOVE: Dr Michael Bradfield, 
head of Breedplan in southern 
Africa, who recently spoke at  
the Brahman World Congress  
in Australia.
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“Science has laid the foundation for  
international evaluation, which may in time include 
all Brahman-breeding countries. In terms of fertility, 
this means that if all countries can start selecting 
for the same fertility traits, the most fertile bulls  
can be selected across all these countries.”

LEFT: A good example of a Brah-
man cow type that overcomes 
a challenging environment and 
produces a calf each year from  
a young age.

are currently performing in-
ternational genetic evalua-
tions. At the Brahman World 
Congress in Rockhampton, 
Australia, at which Michael 
recently spoke, results of this 
research project were an-
nounced, in which data from 
the US, Australia, Namibia and 
South Africa were collectively 
analysed, allowing Brahmans 
from across the world to be 
compared to one another. 

Because so many Ameri-
can bulls are used in all these 
countries, the links between 
countries were very strong. 

At the conference, it was 
pointed out that the rankings 
within countries are similiar, 
which means that the best 
Brahman bull in South Africa 
would also be the best bull in 
the US, Namibia and Australia.

“Science has laid the foun-
dation for international evalu-
ation, which may in time in-
clude all Brahman-breeding 
countries. 

“In terms of fertility, this  
means that if all countries can 
start selecting for the same 
fertility traits, the most fertile 
bulls can be selected across all  
these countries. This will allow 
for genetic progress in fertil-
ity, as only the best bulls will 
be used,” Michael said.

GENOMICS PROJECT 
For the past three years, 
there has been an attempt in 
South Africa and Namibia to 
find herds in which additional 
records are kept so that fer-

tility can be measured effec-
tively. This requires bull-in 
and bull-out dates, as well as a  
reason why a cow has failed 
to calve. Science must try and 
distinguish between genetic 
factors and environmental in-
fluences. If a stud cow, for in-
stance, is sold to a commercial 
farmer, it must be noted that 
the problem was not genetic, 
but rather a management de-
cision over bloodline or type. 

Data from thousands of 
cows from across the globe 
is now being collected, which 
will provide the industry with 
accu rate reproduction breed-
ing values.

REPRODUCTION 
Michael says in Australia there 
are also extensive efforts to 
promote Brahman reproduc-
tion. The Beef Co-operative 
Research Centre (Beef CRC) 
and the Brahman Breed Im-
provement Society (BBIS) 
have already spent millions of 
dollars on improving Brahman 
reproduction. 

For example, Beef CRC and 
BBIS have done genomic 
analyses of some 5 000 Brah-
man to determine whether it 
is possible to identify animals 
with genetic markers that may 
promote fertility.

This is accompanied by re-
search into sound fertility re-
cord keeping, similar to south-
ern African genomic projects.

Other research activities are 
aimed at understanding the 
early sexual maturity of both  

cows and bulls. In some pro-
jects, scrotum circumference 
is measured every month to 
see if maturity rates in bulls af-
fects their daughters’ fertility. 

Similarly, heifers are ul-
trasonically scanned every 
month to determine when 
the corpus luteum (involved 
in ovulation) develops for the 
first time.

“The research shows that 
early sexual maturity meas-
ured in this way is highly her-
itable and can have a clear 
effect on the fertility of cows 
over the long term,” he says. 

“It differs from just letting 
a heifer get pregnant at an 
early age, because then other 
biological mechanisms are 
involved, such as lactational 
anoestrus (not going into heat 
during the early days of milk 
production).”

SURVIVAL 
The problem of post-partum 
(after birth) anoestrus among 
all tropical breeds is also be-
ing studied. Research shows 
some cows may indeed be 
able to overcome this and pro-
duce a calf each year. These 
animals must be selected for 
use in breeding programmes. 

“Similar to the sheep indus-
try, which has moved from 
singles to twins through selec-
tion, the cattle industry will be 
able to identify cows that, to 
an extent, go against nature 
and produce calves from an 
early age, and then do so each 
year, profitably,” says Michael.

IN SHORT

  Several countries are 
doing extensive research 
into Brahman fertility.
  Scientists have 
discovered that some 
Brahman cows maintain 
their condition despite 
extremely dry seasons 
and calve every year from 
a young age.
  The data of thousands 
of cows collected in 
southern Africa will 
provide the industry with 
accurate reproduction 
breeding values.

duce a calf at certain times, 
she will at least survive, while 
many other breeds will simply 
go extinct.“

However, scientists have 
found that despite challeng-
ing condi tions, some Brahman 
cows manage to retain their 
condition and produce a calf 
each year.”

Measuring a cow’s fertility is 
not a simple exercise, as it is 
a combination of several fac-
tors, including environment 
and diet, age of sexual maturi-
ty, age of first conception, age 
at first calving and then the 
challenge of getting through 
the second pregnancy. 

Thereafter a cow should pro-
duce a calf every year and re-
produce efficiently for as long 
as possible. 

All the countries involved 
in the research are working 
towards the same goals, and 
the first successes are already 
evident.

SCIENCE
The Brahman breeders’ asso-
ciations in various countries 



f a cow does not have 
good mothering and calf-
rearing ability her calf  
will not grow out well. Dr 

Chris de Brouwer, scientific 
manager of the Department 
of Rural, Environmental and 
Agricultural Development 
(READ) at Potchefstroom 
in North-West, says that  
although the importance of 
the bull should not be under-
stated, the basis of beef-cattle 
production is the cow herd.

Dr de Brouwer and Willem 
Nel, senior scientific techni-
cian, are responsible for the 
department’s research Brah-
man herd, which has been  
going since 1994. The herd 
was initially kept in Ganyesa in 
the Vryburg district, before it 
moved to Klipkuil 65 km north 
of Swartruggens, where the 
Brahman is very popular.

There are 30 female animals 
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Cows are a herd’s money factory
Beef cattle production depends mainly on the cow herd. 
Maternal ability  is therefore extremely important to ensure 
that the farmer is able to market a high quality product.

in the herd, with a 12-year-old 
the most senior cow in the 
group. She has raised nine 
calves, seven of which were 
bulls and has an inter-calving 
period (ICP) of 365 days. 

EMERGING  
FARMERS
The herd ranges on 1  300 ha 
of veld. Since there is research 
conducted on other cattle, ex-
pansion is, to a certain degree, 
limited. The Brahman team 
would like to grow the herd 
and are planning to expand. 
More grazing is one essential 
requirement to accommodate 
herd growth. Brahman bulls 
go through an on-farm phase-
D test. Those that make the 
grade are sold to emerging 
farmers at a subsidised price 
for herd improvement. 

Management is primarily 
aimed at running a low cost 

operation. Animals have ac-
cess to veld licks: the Potch 
lick in winter, and a salt phos-
phate lick in summer. Calving 
cows, from the end of spring 
through to December,  have a 
production lick. 

The limited mating period 
protocol practiced at the  
research farm restricts breed-
ing to 63 days.  Female animals 
are divided into two herds, 
and a bull is allocated to each 
group. 

Heifers are bred at 24 
months so that they have 
the best chance to mature. 
Maturity at heifer mating 
will help with reconcep-

tion after first calving.  
Breeding a heifer too young 
can be detrimental. If she 
calves too early, she will 
need supplementary feeding, 
which does not fall in line with 
the team’s focus on extensive 
low-cost farming. 

Willem says that heifers 
weigh about 350 kg at breed-
ing. Because the herd is man-
aged absolutely extensively, 
heifers are culled if they do 
not conceive at first service.

First calvers that do not 
reconceive at the first service 

I
 LOCATION 

Potchefstroom, North-West

•ABOVE: Some of READ’s cows 
that are farmed extensively. The 
cows get only a lick in the veld 
and no supplementary feeding.  
PHOTO: WILLEM NEL





IN SHORT

  A cow herd is the basis of 
beef-cattle production and 
may be considered the 
farmer’s money spinner. 
  The cows’ longevity is 
largely determined by 
reconception ability. 
Selection is strict and 
focuses on this aspect. 
  It is not considered 
unfavourable if a cow is 
a little aggressive after 
calving, as it is important 
for her to protect her calf. 

after calving skip the season. 
They are then rebred at the  
next mating period.  

LIMITED  
MATING PERIOD
After calving, cows are taken 
back to the bull immediately. 
Chris says a good weight for a 
mature cow is roughly 540 kg.

Cows do not lose a signifi-
cant amount of weight during 
winter under this manage-
ment system in combination 
with the adaptability and ex-
cellent mothering abilities of 
the breed. Weaning weights 
are high with bull calves wean 
ing at about 43% of mater-
nal weight, and heifers a little 
lighter.  

Calves are weaned at sev-
en months and weight is 
corrected after 205 days.  
Willem selects calves on the 
basis of 90 to 110 indices — not 
too low and not too high. 

The herd’s average ICP is 
407 days, because of the al-
lowance made for first calvers. 
The average birth weight is 
38 kg and the average wean-
ing weight is 220 kg. 

LONGEVITY
To a large extent longevity is 
determined by reconception, 
since animals are specifically 
selected for this trait. 

A cow who skips a season will 
generally be culled. This has 

an effect on herd longevity to 
a certain degree, but the aver-
age age of cows in the herd is 
still nine years. 

Some cows are productive 
until the age of 12. However, it 
is not policy to keep a cow in 
the herd for as long as possi-
ble. After all, farming is about 
productivity.

The expense of raising heif-
ers can be countered by lon-
gevity which reduces the re-
placement rate. 

“Replacement is essential 
for genetic progress, but lon-
gevity makes annual replace-
ment of 10-12% possible. It 
should always be accompa-
nied by production though. 
As a single trait it is not the 
most important characteris-
tic,”  says Chris. This is why the 
cows go to peak production, 
and have one or two more 
calves before they are culled. 

IMPROVED ICP
According to Willem, herd ICP 
and longevity are traits that 
have improved over the years 
because of a policy of shed-
ding the unproductive cows. 

READ now boasts a very 
good herd with productive 
cows calving regularly and 
weaning at good weights. 
Good temperament is another 
characteristic of the animals 
in this research herd. A cow’s 
behaviour directly after calv-

ing is extremely important. 
A certain degree of agres-

sion after calving will not 
count against a cow, since this 
is part of calf protection.  How-
ever the natural aggression 
should improve after about 
three days. At this  stage, cow 
and calf should handle being 
weighed without  problems.

The cattle are handled in a 
calm, relaxed manner. Chris 
says the Brahman is not an ag-
gressive breed. In an extensive 
farming environment, where 
cattle do not experience regu-
lar human contact in the veld, 
they can become more diffi-
cult to handle, like any other 
breed.  Regular handling and 
calm stockmen has the obvi-
ous outcome of animals that 
are easy to work.  

The Brahman’s strong ma-
ternal ability and the protec-
tive instincts of the herd have 
positive spin-offs for herd se-
curity against stock theft.  The 
introduction of a few Brahman 
into other herds has provided 
improved  security, and no ma-
ture Brahman has ever been 
stolen from the farm.  

“Herd behaviour relates to 
mothering characteristics in 
the sense that the Brahman 
cow is very protective of her 
own calf, and self-protection 
also forms part of the herd be-
haviour. 

“Interestingly, one some-

times finds a type of crèche 
in the herd. A few older cows 
look after the calves while the 
others graze,” Chris says.

MILK PRODUCTION
The fact that Brahman pro-
duce good quantities of milk 
is reflected in high average 
weaning weights of 220 kg. 
Bottle weaning occurs from 
time to time, but not often. 

Chris and Willem have  
selected successfully against 
udder problems. The heritabil-
ity of udder problems is rela-
tively high since the udder is a 
morphological characteristic 
(part of the physique). 

Chris recommends to pro-
spective buyers that they 
look out for problems with  
physique especially when  
acquiring bulls.  

Another important charac-
teristic is calving ease. The 
Brahman is a Zebu breed and 
cows have a slightly sloping 
rump, which eases the birth 
process. Calves are born at 7% 
of the mother’s weight, which 
also helps with calving ease. 

The Brahman cow seldom 
has  calving problems, unless 
the calf is positioned wrongly, 
for example in breach posi-

August 2016 Brahman  21

Willem Nel (left) and  
dr Chris de Brouwer.  
PHOTO: CHARL VAN ROOYEN
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tion, in the birth canal.  
Nevertheless, such cases 

have been recorded. During 
bull selection, breed value and 
birth weight are taken into ac-
count.  

“It is important that a breed-
er has such information at his 
disposal and studies it. Then 
he can ensure that the bull he 
buys is high quality. We buy 
stud bulls and don’t use our 
own offspring for breeding. 
We keep the strain absolutely 
pure, though the herd is not 
currently registered as a stud. 
We intend to re-register and 
upgrade the herd to a stud,” 
Chris says. 

MONEY FACTORY
Farmers need to manage cow 

herds efficiently and effec-
tively, because, says Chris, 
“it is the farmer’s money fac-
tory”. 

The role of the bull, while 
important to the process, is by 
its nature, short-lived. In con-
trast, the cow’s role plays out 
over many years.   

“A cow that doesn’t produce 
a calf eats away at the profit 
generated by the rest of the 
cow herd, the other cows’ 
profit,” he says. 

Mothering abilities are vital, 
and Chris advises farmers to 
choose their ideal dam line 
and make sure they manage it 
correctly. 

ENQUIRIES: E-mail: cdebrouwer@
nwpg.gov.za

BRAHMAN
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LEFT: With stong mothering characteristics, older cows form a crèche 
and take turns to look after calves while the other cows graze.  
PHOTO: COBUS VAN DER MERWE 
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Increase beef profits with 
the right selection criteria
How do commercial farmers increase their profits?  
While there are various ways to improve profitability, 
such as through higher productivity, saving on input 
costs and better product prices, the most important 
contribution to profitabily remains the genetic potential  
of your herd. Here is what you should be looking at.

T

A highly profitable “cow factory”, thanks to the 
correct selection criteria. PHOTO’S: PROVIDED

generation. 
In the article “Doeltreffende 

seleksie vir meer produktiewe 
(doeltreffende) beeste”, W. 
Van Niekerk and F.W.G Neser 
argue that the most accurate 
way to identify and select ge-
netically superior animals is to 
use breeding values provided 
by the Agricultural Research 
Council or Breedplan.

The importance of certain 
traits may differ from farmer 
to farmer, depending on the 
environment, their preferenc-

he question is: What 
is the genetic trait 
that contributes 
the most to a herd’s 
profitability? The 

answer to this question should 
determine the selection goals 
for your herd.

Each genetic trait of the cat-
tle in your herd can contribute 
significantly towards the over-
all economic viability of the 
herd. The stud breeder’s task 
is to identify the right genes 
to be transferred to the next 

es, and the purpose or goals of 
the selection programme, but 
there are seven economically 
important traits for which all 
breeders must select.

FERTILITY
Economically, fertility is one 
of the most important traits 
of a beef herd. If the herd is 
bred and selected to be the 
most efficient and productive, 
profitability will increase sig-
nificantly. 

Important factors to consid-

er in terms of fertility are age 
at first calving and the dura-
tion of the inter-calving period 
(ICP).

Be warned though, heifers 
that are mated too early may 
experience a physiological 
setback and may never ma-
ture properly. However, it is 
important that a heifer is mat-
ed as soon as possible after 
reaching her ideal weight and 
maturity. 

In terms of the ICP, the ideal 
is to select animals whose ICP 
is as close as possible to 365 
days. In other words, a cow 
producing a calf each year.

Prof. Frikkie Neser from the 
University of the Free State 
says fertility is six times more 
important than any other 
production trait. Remember, 
it’s not the fastest-growing 
animal that brings in the most 
money, but rather the most 
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LEFT: A Brahman “cow 
factory” with exceptional 
mothering abilities that 
provide excellent calf care.





“In future, profitable beef production will depend on 
effective and timely selection of the right breeding 
stock. It’s becoming increasingly important to 
select for fertility through performance, correctly 
identifying problem areas and making sound 
management decisions.”

fertile animal who can sur-
vive in her given environment 
and produce sustainably. 

The advantage of Brah-
man cattle is their impressive 
longevity, which means they 
remain fertile up to a much 
higher age. Brahman and 
cross-bred Brahman can on 
average successfully produce 
calves up to 15 years of age. 

MATERNAL TRAITS
A farmer loses money every 
time a cow doesn’t calve 
down, but if the cow can’t 
wean her calf, no income is  
generated either. Maternal 
traits are therefore also a se-
lection goal to bear in mind.

Maternal traits refer to a 
cow’s ability to raise a calf un-

til weaning age. If heifers calve 
down too early, this trait will 
not have developed complete-
ly, which may lead to weaker 
calf development. It’s better 
to let heifers calve down a little 
later when the maternal traits 
have been better developed 
and the heifer is better equipp- 
ed to raise a calf. 

Maternal traits may also be 
weaker in cows that have a 
weaker condition score. In a 
study, “Cost-effective strate-
gies for improved fertility in 
extensive and semi-extensive 
management conditions in 
Northern Australia” by R.G. 
Holroyd and G. Fordyce, it was 
found that cows that enter 
a drought in poor condition, 
lose more calves (13% versus 

7%) between confirmed preg-
nancy and weaning. 

Cows with poor maternal 
traits and a history of neona-
tal losses should preferably be 
culled. Cows are culled if they 
don’t produce a calf every 
year. Good maternal traits 
are reflected by factors such 
as ease of calving, good milk 
production and the ability to 
maintain condition, which al-
lows the cow to conceive. 

GROWTH RATE AND 
FEED CONVERSION
Calves’ growth and feed-
conversion rate are also eco-
nomically important traits 
for which to select. According 
to the Australian Brahman 
Breeders’ Association, Brah-

man cattle and cross-bred 
Brahman can achieve excel-
lent growth rates in grass- and 
grain-fed (feedlot) production 
systems. 

In this study, cattle also 
achieved excellent feed-con-
version rates. 

The results indicate that 
feedlotted Brahman and cross-
bred Brahman had a growth 
rate of 2,38 to 3,13 kg per ani-
mal per day over 100 days, a 
feed-conversion rate of 54%  
above the feedlot average. 

The lower main  tenance re-
quirements of these animals  
meant a greater share of feed 
was available for growth.

Body temperature also plays 
an important role in growth 
rates. If cattle suffer heat 
stress, their feed intake de-
clines.

The advantage of Brahman 
is that they are suited to most 
weather conditions. Their 
short, thick, smooth, shiny 
coat reflects intense sunlight, 
which allows them to graze 
during the hottest part of the 
day, when other breeds seek 
out shade. 

COMPLEXITY OF 
CARCASS QUALITY
Consumers prefer tender,  
jui cy, tasty and lean beef. The 
primary indicator of these 
factors is the meat grading 
system. One of the main ad-
vantages of using cross-bred 
Brahman is the tenderness of 
their meat, which is slightly  
higher than in purebreds.

Changing carcass quality 
through genetic selection re-
quires knowledge of how ge-
netics influence carcass traits,  
and how they are related. Re-
search by the Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service has indicat-
ed that marbling, the thicken-
ing of the eye-muscle area at 
the ribs as well as the cut-
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ability and tenderness are 
moderate to highly heritable 
traits This means these traits 
can be selected for when de-
ciding on breeding stock. 

All these factors affect the 
taste of meat. According to 
Meat Standards Australia 
(MSA), a factor such as mar-
bling (intramuscular fat), can 
contribute between 10% and 
15% to the taste of meat. 

CONFORMATION
According to the University 
of Arkansas’ System Division 
of Agriculture Research and 
Extension, an animal’s confor-
mation is a performance trait, 
as it contributes to functional-
ity, longevity, feed efficiency 
and carcass quality. 

The conformation of live cat-
tle is usually a subjective eval-
uation of muscle thickness. 
Differences in conformation 
or musculature can be used to 
reflect potential differences 
in the cutability of carcasses 
without the need for specific  
and exact carcass data. 

Conformation is also impor-
tant for functional efficiency. 
Strong hips, hocks, shoulders 
and hooves make a critical 
contribution to how easily a 
herd adapts to its natural en-
vironment.

BODY  
MEASUREMENTS
The body measurements of 
an animal can also serve as an 
objective selection tool. Some 
common measurements of 
cattle include the thickness 
of back fat, shoulder height, 
haunch height, body length, 
body depth, and scrotal and 
pelvic size. 

Research by the University 
of Arkansas showed that lin-
ear body measurements are 
useful in determining the pro-
duction traits of adult animals. 
Body measurements were 
however never intended to be 
used in isolation when select-
ing or breeding for size. 

These measures are also not 
intended as a substitute for 

body weight at a given age. No 
specific body measurement 
is ideal for all available man-
agement programmes and 
breeding systems. Reproduc-
tion rate and market weight 
ultimately determines the op-
timal animal sizes for a given 
production system. 

Landaeta-Hernández et 
al. (2004) found in the study 
“Pre-weaning traits of Brah-
man calves under a dual-pur-
pose management system in 
the tropics” that compiling 
a database of comparisons 
based on linear body meas-
urements can be a practical 
and inexpensive way to gather 
information to be used for ge-
netic improvement, as well as 
other commercial activities. 

The study found that linear 
body measurements largely 
correlate with body weight. 
This correlation was also ob-
served in Brahman and Brah-
man-cross calves. 

The correlations help to ex-
plain the relationship between 
frame size and weight, and 
support the suitability of this 
data for use in harsh environ-
ments. 

The high correlation be-
tween linear body measure-
ments and weight can be a 
useful selection criteria for 
resource-poor farmers. 

THE VALUE OF  
LONGEVITY
It is important to remem-
ber that the longer cows are  
reproductive, the lower the  
replacement rate. 

Longevity is especially im-

portant in a commercial cattle 
herd, especially where Brah-
man breeding material in-
creases the reproductive life  
of cross-bred Brahman. While 
analysing the Brahman data-
base, several cows were found 
to have produced 16 calves or 
more, including a Brahman 
that produced 20 calves natu-
rally in her lifetime.

The main factors limiting 
longevity are economic con-
siderations such as infertility, 
early teeth wear, poor hooves 
and legs, udder complications 
and a inability to produce 
enough milk.

According to the University 
of Arkansas, stud breeders 
should pay more attention 
to selecting for longevity, as 
it has a economic benefit for 
commercial farmers, as well 
as improving their own herds.

PURPOSE OF  
SELECTION
The purpose of selection is to 
increase income by selecting 
the most productive animals 
for breeding, and by develop-
ing the ideal dam line for your 
farm. Selection is driven by 
choosing the combination of 
genetic traits most valuable to 
your herd. 

In future, profitable beef pro-
duction will depend on the ef-
fective and timely selection of 
the right breeding stock. 

It’s also becoming increas-
ingly important to select for 
fertility through performance, 
identifying problem areas and 
making sound management 
decisions. Fertility contributes 

significantly to the profitabil-
ity of a herd in the long run.

An article in the magazine 
Veeplaas by Frikkie Maré (“40 
Kalfseisoene, 40 kanse”) em-
phasises that the average cat-
tle farmer manages 40 calving 
seasons in his lifetime, which 
translates into 40 chances to 
improve a herd, 40 chances to 
improve calving percentages 
and 40 chances to improve 
income from marketed wean-
ers. 

Forty years might sound like 
a long time, but actually it is 
a very short time in which to 
make a significant difference 
in a herd. 

GENETIC ADVANCES
Genetic progress in a herd is a 
slow process, that takes many 
breeding cycles before a sig-
nificant effect is seen. 

The main problem is that 
there is often more than one 
genetic aspect that requires 
attention, and it isn’t possible 
to address all the problems at 
once, as one can only select 
for one or two traits at a time. 

This means a breeder must 
optimally use the 40 chances 
at his disposal to improve one 
trait, before starting the whole 
process again for the next one.

All seven of these traits are 
economically important to a 
successful stud breeder. 

Using their expertise and 
judgement, breeders must 
make a concerted effort to 
identify the most important 
trait that will improve the prof-
itability of their herd, and then 
select and breed for that par-
ticular trait. 

Once the trait is satisfactor-
ily developed, the next trait is 
selected. It is a long and tedi-
ous process, but definitely one 
that makes economic sense 
in the long run, as over time, 
profit margins will increase ex-
ponentially.

The authors are all from the 
University of the Free State’s 
Department of Agricultural 
Economics.

IN SHORT

  Genetic traits of individual 
animals in your herd 
contribute significantly to the 
herd’s economic viability.
  There are seven economically 
important traits that breeders 
should take into account 
when making selection 
decisions.

  It isn’t possible to pay 
attention to all seven traits at 
once. Using their expertise 
and judgement, breeders 
must identify the most 
important trait, and then start 
selecting for this in their herd, 
after which the next trait is 
decided on, and selected for.  
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Brahman stand  
out in the Boland
In practical on-farm trials, Brahman cows proved  
equal to any other cattle breed in the Boland,  
even some well known European breeds. What’s more,  
the Brahman is the ideal dam line for this area.

hy choose the 
Brahman, in 
an area where 
the European 

beef cattle breeds such as the  
Angus, Hereford and Simmen-
taler, are all the rage? 

“The deciding factor was 
practical on-farm experi-
ence,” says Mr Chris Fourie, 
principal of the Boland Agri-
cultural High School.

“Boland Agriculture has 
been breeding beef cattle 

W



since 1996. First on a small 
scale with Bonsmaras, but 
after crop failures in the 
2003/2004 season highlight-
ed the grain division’s vulner-
ability, it was decided to diver-
sify and breed beef cattle on a 
larger scale.

“Several beef breeds, includ-
ing various famous European 
breeds, as well as other hardy 
African breeds, were evalu-
ated for more than 10 years, 
under similar conditions at 

Boland Agriculture. The cattle 
were treated similiarily in the 
school’s tailor-made manage-
ment programme. 

“But especially in the past 
five to six years, the Brahman 
started to stand out and prove 
itself as the breed for the fu-
ture,” says Chris.

Willie van der Linde, head  
farm manager at Boland Agri-
culture, says the school’s beef 
cattle farming division is man-
aged just like any other comm-

ercial beef cattle operation. 
“It is not subsidised by the 

state or any other farming 
division and must generate 
a good profit,” he points out. 
“Sentiment played no role 
when Boland Agriculture’s 
management eventually de-
cided on the Brahman. Profit-
ability was the deciding factor 
in this decision.”

Willie says that straight af-
ter the crop failures of the 
2003/2004 season, some 
skinny Brahman-type cows 
with calves were bought in 
from Namibia. The cows were 
lively, but adapted easily to 

 LOCATION 

Boland,  
Western Cape

•

With a Boland Agricultural High 
School Brahman bull are, from 
left, Willie van der Linde, Chris 
Fourie, Niel Scheepers, Erik Lam-
brechts, Jimmy Faber and Gerrit 
Louw. PHOTOS: PROVIDED

BRAHMAN HUGO LOCHNER
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BRAHMAN

BRAHMAN IN THE WESTERN CAPE

Chris Fourie, principal of  
Boland Agricultural High 
School, says the the school 
decided to farm Brahman  
for the following reasons: 

  Management is easier than 
for other breeds.
 It is a low-cost breed.
  A premium is paid for  
Brahman or Brahman-type  
weaners; currently, it 
amounts to R1,80/kg,  
approximately R400 per  
220 kg calf).
  Brahman cows are fertile 
and good mothers.
  The Brahman is at home 
in the Western Cape and 

shows greater resistance to 
diseases and parasites  
in the area.
  The Brahman is not suscep-
tible to eye problems on pas-
ture and stubble lands. This 
is a serious problem with 
other beef breeds, especially 
European breeds.
  The Brahman’s veterinary 
costs are lower.
  The area in which the school 
is located (Agter-Paarl) is 
known for unusually high 
summer temperatures. 
Brahman easily tolerate 
these extreme  
temperatures. 

the conditions. These were 
the first Brahman-type cattle 
on the farm. “After that, vari-
ous breeds, including cross-
bred cattle, were bought in and 
tested here. The beef herd was 
gradually built up to 300 cows,  
which included our Hereford 
stud,”says Willie.

“The Brahman types started 
to stand out as top producers 
and reproducers in the mixed 
herd. So we decided to buy 
some purebred Brahman cows 
at auctions and keep the best 
cows,” remembers Willie. 

“The purebred Brahman 
cows adapted well, maintain-
ing their condition for longer 
than the European breeds, 
and soon they stood out as the 
ideal cow herd for the school.”

After that, the school bought 
in some purebred Brahman 
bulls and expanded the Brah-
man herd to about 120 cows. 
The next step will be to breed 
the herd up into a stud. In 2017, 
the first core heifers of the 
new stud will be identified, on 
which a registered bull will be 
used.

Gerrit Louw, a farm manager 
at the school, says many re-
gard the area where Boland 
Agriculture is situated as a 
particularly farmer-friendly 
area. “However, that’s not 

quite the case,” Gerrit points 
out emphatically. 

The cattle section of Boland 
Agriculture consists of old 
ryegrass pastures, natural 
vlei grazing, about 300 ha of 
wheat stubble and a few lu-
cerne lands. 

The pastures are therefore, 
relatively marginal, the win-
ters and springs are wet and 
cold, and the summers and 
autumns are dry and very hot.

The school’s management 
regime therefore requires a 
breed that can produce and 
reproduce with little supple-
mentary feed, and has low 
production costs throughout 
the year. Cattle are fed sup-
plement only in exceptional 
circumstances, like extremely 
dry years, Gerrit says.

MANAGEMENT  
OF THE HERD
Today Boland Agriculture’s 
beef herd consists of the 
Brahman herd, the Hereford 
stud and crossbred Angus, 
Hereford and Charolais-type 
animals on which Brahman 
bulls are used. It is important 
to maintain a balance with 
crossbreeding, so as not to 
lose the benefit of the inher-
ent hybrid vigour, says Gerrit. 
All cattle are managed in the 

same way. During winter and 
spring the animals graze on  
old lands of self-seeded 
ryegrass, on natural veld, and 
in the vleis. In the dry, hot sum-
mer and autumn, they graze 
wheat stubble, that is alternat-
ed from February to April with 
access to lucerne pastures.

They are not fed supplement. 
“In the dry periods, when 
there is not much stubble left, 
they may get energy and pro-
tein licks, but for the rest of the 
the year, they don’t even get a 
salt lick,” says Gerrit. 

“This strict feeding regime 
was the downfall of most of 
the other breeds. The past 10 
years of experimenting with 
different breeds has shown 
that no other cattle can come 
close to the Brahman in its  
ability to produce and repro-
duction on wheat stubble with 
no additional feed.”

The same can be said of the 
Brahman’s adaptability. 

“All Boland Agriculture’s 
Brahman cows were bought in 
from the Kalahari and all have 
easily and quickly adapted to 
the stubble lands,” says Gerrit.

PREMIUM  
FOR CALVES
During the initial years, the 
calving percentages of the 
different types and crossbred 
animals was not up to scratch. 
But now that the herd’s com-
position is moving in the right 
direction, more attention can 
be given to type and confor-
mation. 

Strict management now ap-
plies. Any cow that doesn’t 
calve, is immediately culled. 
This means greater attention 
is paid to traits like type and 
conformation.

The mating season is from 
July to August, with cows calv-
ing down from March to May. 
Calves are weaned in Novem-
ber at the age of six to eight 
months. The school then hosts 
its own production sale. 

The average weight of 
weaned calves is 200 to 
220 kg, with Brahman and 

Brahman-type calves realis-
ing a premium of about R1,80 
per kilogram. 

All calves born from cross-
bred cows are sold, reliev-
ing grazing pressure and  
giving the cows a chance to  
recover quickly, Gerrit says.

Willie says parasite and  
disease control is simple. The 
cattle are innoculated in early 
winter and again in spring 
against both internal and ex-
ternal parasites, and once a 
year against lumpy skin dis-
ease. All cattle are tested an-
nually for brucellosis.

Spot treatments with pour-
on remedies against flies 
and parasites are only done 
when necessary. In fact, 
the purebred Brahman and 
Brahman-type cattle have a 
far greater resistance to flies 
and parasites and are virtually 
never treated.  

The European breeds re-
quire more regular treatment,  
sometimes even weekly treat-
ments against flies and light 
sensitivity, as well as having 
to be vaccinated against eye 
diseases.

The Brahman veterinary 
costs are much lower than 
those of the other breeds,  
especially since Brahman  
never experience calving 
problems, and almost never 
develop lameness, which is 
not the case with the other 
breeds. Brahman bulls are 
also successfully used to 
serve smaller-framed, open 
heifers like Jerseys.

DREAMS FOR  
THE FUTURE
So what does the school’s 
beef-breeding future look 
like? Fourie is clear about the 
fact that the Brahman stud is 
now his first priority, and he 
has big plans for next year.  

Then this first Brahman stud 
in the Western Cape will be 
expanded with partners such 
as Kroonvee and the Veeplaas 
stud project to a top stud of 
between 80 and 100 cows.

By that time, the school 
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will not only be able to sup-
ply its own herd with bulls, 
but will also supply farmers 
in the Western Cape. Gerrit 
dreams of a Boland Agricul-
ture Brahman bull on every 
farm in the province, with 
farmers using them to cross-
breed and to serve open heif-

ers.  Gerrit believes that there 
is a definite need for reg- 
istered Brahman bulls in the 
province, a demand the school  
wants to meet head-on. 

Chris Fourie says the Brah-
man herd will also be used to 
showcase the school. He de-
scribes Brahman cows as the 

“ladies of the cattle world”,  
and says they  connect emo-
tionally not only with their 
calves but also with people. 
They are intelligent, have 
good temperaments, and 
their pleasant appearance will 
enhance the school’s image.

Experience over the past 

year has shown that children 
are not afraid to work the cat-
tle, with the school’s bloodline 
being particularly docile. 

The stud will also give lear-
ners more exposure to the 
Brahman breed and the 
school plans to participate in 
youth shows with purebred 
Brahman heifers.

The children are already 
clambering onto the backs 
of the school’s Brahman 
bulls, and are often seen rid-
ing them, an event that has 
made headlines as far afield 
as America. 

It is striking that visitors and 
children always seek out the 
Brahman herd when they want 
a photo opportunity. In future, 
Brahman will also be used for 
showing in youth show com-
petitions, where they will no 
doubt be a big hit, thanks to 
their exceptional intelligence 
and their ability to bond with 
people. 
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BRAHMAN

LEFT: Erik  
Lambrechts  
(riding the 
bull) and Gerrit 
Louw show the 
docility of the 
school’s Brah-
man cattle.



MD = Rugged bulls that perform





BRAHMAN ANNEMARIE VAN WYK

r Miles Dicke’s 
Eastern Cape 
stud goes way 
back. His grandfa-

ther, Mr John Warren, import-
ed his first Brahman bull from 
America in 1956. The Dickes 
hoped the Brahman influence 
would result in a breeding cow 
that could adapt to extensive 
conditions and would cross-
breed successfully. 

Their choice was spot on. The 
Dicke family has now farmed 
Brahmans for three genera-
tions thanks to the  breed’s 
heat tolerance and resistance 
to disease. 

Miles originally comes from 
Tzaneen in Limpopo, where 
his father, Theo, a prominent 

The Dicke family wanted a maternal line with proven 
fertility in extensive conditions and one that could 
successfully crossbreed. And that is how the Brahman 
found its rightful place on this Eastern Cape farm.

interbreed judge, still farms. In 
1999, Miles moved to the East-
ern Cape, drawn by the more 
stable climate there. He has a 
Brahman stud and crossbred 
cattle on three different farms 
with a total area of 4 000 ha. 

His Brahman stud animals 
run on the farm Idlewild, 
(2 755 ha) about  20 km from 
the Kei River, with an average 
rainfall of 900 mm per year. 
The Dickes also own farms 
near Komga and Stutterheim.

MATERNAL LINE 
STRENGTH
Brahman cows are well-known 
for their strong maternal in-
stinct, which makes them very 
protective of their calves. 

M This characteristic, combined 
with the breed’s herd instinct, 
makes working the stock easi-
er for Miles, because the cattle 
stay close as they forage. 

In his herd, the ideal percent-
age for a crossbred cow is two 
thirds Brahman and one third 
Bos taurus. This produces an 
excellent mother who raises a 
heavier weaner. 

COW SIZE
Miles sees precision farming 
as very important to his op-
eration. Visual evaluation and 
Breedplan performance test-
ing contribute to the good pro-
gress he has made in his herd 
over the past 10 years. 

He records birth weight, 

IN SHORT

  Miles Dicke plans his 
selection based on 
a maternal line that 
produces plenty of milk, 
but maintains a balance 
between size and milk.
 Miles farms Brahman  
primarily because of the 
breed’s adaptability and 
resistance to disease. 

  An average Brahman  
cow produces nine to  
10 calves in her lifetime.

The Brahman cow – 
queen of the cattle world

weaning weight, weight at 
400 and 600 days respec-
tively and mature cow weight.  
Miles’s breeding goal aims for 
a cow with balanced growth 
and above-average milk pro-
duction that enables her to 
produce an excellent weaner. 
In 2015, he received a Com-
pleteness of Performance 
honorary award for his stud. 
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“The Brahman maternal line is 
world-renowned for calving ease 
and a Brahman cow can control 
the growth of her foetus.”

ABOVE:  Mr Miles Dicke

LEFT:  Brahman cows are  
known for their strong  
maternal instincts.  

BELOW:  Good mothering and 
quality milk production is evident 
in these Brahman calves. 

“I don’t want my cows to be 
too big, because they would 
need more feed,” Miles says. 

“Besides, it can also length-
en the period between calving 
and reconception.” 

Heifers are taken to the bull at 
an average age of 20 months,  
when they have reached 
breeding weight. They calve 
down at between 30 and 32 
months. Thanks to specific se-
lection using estimated breed 
values, the average weaning 
weight for the stud has in-
creased by 9% (from 232 kg 
to 252 kg) during the past 10 
years. 

According to Miles, genet-
ics, feeding and growth are 
like cogs in a wheel and must 
all work in harmony for good 
production. 

 
CALVING EASE
“The Brahman maternal line 
is world renowned for calving 
ease because a Brahman cow 
can control the growth of her 
foetus,” Miles says. It is very 

seldom that a calf needs to be 
pulled.

Miles has two calving sea-
sons. Spring calving cows are 
bred in the summer, from De-
cember to March, and Autumn 
calvers are bred from June to 
July.  

One of Miles’ greatest chal-
lenges is the reconception of 
first calvers. His weaning per-
centage is 95% and, so far, 
the only calf mortalities have 
been caused by accidents.  

“Brahman cows are excel-
lent mothers. They look after 
and protect their calves – not 
only as individuals, but also as 
a herd. This allows one to farm 
successfully on a large area of 
land.”

LONGEVITY
Brahman cows often make 13 
to 14 years and older, while 
still producing good calves. 
The average Brahman cow 
produces nine to 10 calves 
in her lifetime. Indeed some 
cows have produced up to 20 
calves, with an inter-calving 
period of 372 days.  

Breed longevity means that 
Miles’s replacement percent-
age is lower than the 10%  
average. He actually makes  
annual gains of 2-3% and is 
able to market more good 
quality replacement heifers. 

This means that he can 
keep a greater number of 
producing cows, and im-
prove his bottom line. 

ADAPTABILITY 
According to Miles, the adapt-
ability of these cattle and 
the breed’s resistance to 
disease are the primary rea-
sons why he farms Brahman.  
These animals have a strong 
survival instinct and they have 
a high feed-conversion rate 
with the ability to utilise low-
quality forage. Brahman are 
able to walk long distances. 
Miles generally  moves his cat-
tle by road and finds that they 
can easily walk 20 km. 

The mortality rate of Miles’s 
Brahman stud is 1%, com-

pared to the 3% mortality 
rate in the F1 crossbred cattle.  
On his farms along the coast, 
the carrying capacity is high, 
allowing him to run 100 cows 
on 300 ha. 

The farm has 30 dams which 
he says makes it unnecessary  
to lay on water. 

At the coastal farms, he 
needs to dip his cattle once 
a week in summer and once 
every two weeks in winter. He 
find that he needs to use 30% 
more tetracycline (to control 
tick-borne disease) on the Bos 
taurus crossbred cattle than 
on the Brahman stud animals.

MARKETING
Miles finds that dehorned, 
branded, well-bred cows and 
bulls are in great demand 
in both the formal and in-
formal markets. He holds a 
production sale at the end of  
August every year, where he 
sells bulls, heifers and cows. 

The Brahman’s adaptability 
means that buyers from all 
over the country can comfort-
ably buy his cattle. 

His Brahman x Simmental 
weaners are sold to feedlots. 
He keeps the rest as oxen and 
sells them in the substantial 
informal market. 

Here, there is high demand 
for female animals because 
of the breed’s reputation for 
hardiness and excellent ma-
ternal ability. For this reason, 
there are strong financial ben-
efits to breeding Brahman and 
Brahman-type cattle. 

Miles also organises a farm-
ers’ day each year, presented 
by Dicke Brahmans, to offer 
some guidance and mentor-
ship to emerging farmers.  
The farmers’ day talks are pre-
sented in Xhosa. 

In an industry where each 
breed makes a contribution, 
the Brahman cow more than 
meets the selection criteria. 
Significantly, farming Brah-
man makes sound economic 
sense. The Brahman cow is  
indeed the undisputed queen 
of the cattle world. 

 LOCATION 

Kei River, Komga  
and Stutterheim

•
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BRAHMAN JOHAN NORVAL

he Brahman  indust
ry has survived the 
political turmoil of 
African politics in 

recent decades, and is looking 
forward to a great future in 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Angola, 
Mozambique and Tanzania. 
This was the conclusion 
reached by Wessel Hattingh 
and Jan van Zyl, respectively 
chairman and board member 
of Brahman SA, after a visit to 
Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Jan says the Brahman breed 
is greater than the pol itical 
turmoil that faces Africa and 
its people. The hardy breed 
has survived the past five 
decades of unrest in Southern 
Africa and flourished despite 
it all.

“During our visit to Zambia, 
we saw the finest herds of 
purebred Brahmans; the kind 
most cattle farmers can only 
dream of,” he said.

Zambia has a small stud
farming component, but an 
extensive commercial Brah
man industry. Some of the 
bigger operations have herds 
of up to 3 000 cows. The 
Brahman has establlished 
itself as the ideal dam line in 
these countries.

Jan says the Brahman is a 
well adapted breed, suited 
to the extreme conditions of 
Africa. 

“The breed can cope 
with the most difficult con
ditions and parasites. This is 
an animal that will excell, if it is 
properly managed.”

Jan’s most enduring obser 
vation of Zambia is that it is a 
country with strong, dynamic 
farming families that have 
direction and purpose. The 
large, pureb red Brahman 
herds and the focus on quality 
and production are testi mony 
to this. 

Wessel says: “One of the 
most insightful aspects of the 
visit to Zambia is the close
knit farming communities 
that have survived  more than 
five decades of independence. 
Today these communities,  

Brahman 
beyond our
borders

T

There are great expansion possibilities for the 
Brahman breed in Central and Southern Africa.  
The Brahman Breeders’ Society of South Africa 
plans to reach out and offer breeding material  
to fellow breeders in these areas, and to promote 
and expand the breed into the region.

A herd of cows owned by Mara Coventry  
of Mazabuka, Zambia. This showcase  
herd has been purebred for decades.

 LOCATION 

Mazabuka, Zambia

•





with schools, churches and 
social clubs, still provide the 
heartbeat of the Zambian 
countryside. They farm  cattle 
and Dorpers, and cultivate and 
process sugarcane, maize and 
soyabeans.”

Wessel sees opportunities 
for expanding Brahman stud-
farming into Africa by, among 
other means, exporting em-

bryos and semen from South 
Africa to African breeders.

SUCCESS IN  
ZIMBABWE
The tough economic chal-
lenges of the past years have 
caused significant damage 
to stud-farming in Zimba-
bwe. This has significantly re-
duced the membership of the 

Zimbab wean Brahman Breed-
ers’ Associaion. 

The remaining breeders, 
however, have no lack of en-
thusiasm for promoting the 
breed. At the recent Zimba-
bwean national cattle auc-
tion, Brahman cattle made 
up about 80% of the animals 
on offer. With a reputation 
for providing ideal dam lines, 

Brahman animals also fetched 
the highest prices. 

According to two leading 
Zambian Brahman breeders, 
the ignorance of subsistence 
farmers regarding the use of 
excellent genetic material for 
herd improvement, is one of 
the biggest challenges in pro-
moting the Brahman among 
these farmers in Zambia. 

In contrast, one of the rea-
sons for the Brahman’s popu-
larity in this country is  the 
perception of cattle farmers 
that the Brahman is not as 
easily stolen as other breeds 
of cattle.

THE CANTLAY 
FAMILY LOOKS 
AHEAD
In the southwestern district 
of Mazabuka, Zambia, a lead-
ing farming family have been 
breeding Brahman cattle suc-
cessfully for three genera-
tions as part of their livestock 
division.

The Cantlays have man-
aged a family business for the 
past four decades, built up by 
Joseph Cantlay and his son, 
Douglas. The Tanderra Brah-
man stud farm comprises only 
a small part of the farming op-
eration of the farm Kapinga of 
about 450 ha. 

Apart from the cattle, they 
also manage a small feed-
lot. In addition, they have a 
weighbridge, silos for corn 
storage and a mill that can 
process up to 100 t daily. They 
cultivate sugarcane, maize 

IN SHORT

  The Brahman has 
established itself as  
an ideal dam line in  
Zambia and Zimbabwe.
  Chucky Cantlay says 
commercial farmers 
often make the mistake of 
purchasing cull bullocks 
and then use them as 
breeding stock.
  His grandfather, Bevis 
Cantlay, has managed his 
herd of about 4 000 pure 
female Brahman with  
great enthusiasm.

ABOVE: A herd of cows 
belonging to Mara Coventry.

ABOVE LEFT: Members of the 
Cantlay family of Mazabuka, 
Zambia. In front is the head of 
the family, Doug Cantlay, and 
his wife, Sonia, with their two 
grandchildren, Asher (3) and 
Morgan (6). At the back are 
Chucky and Regan Cantlay.

LEFT: Neville Pinkney (left) 
with Shane and Vanessa 
Coventry. 
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wheat and soyabeans in 
the Kafue Valley. A transport 
company, which hauls most 
of the district’s cane to the Il-
lovo Group’s local processing 
plant, is a significant source of 
income for the farm.

Chucky, one of Doug’s sons, 
has a particular love of catt-
le. He says their stud is still 
relatively young. Some of the 
bloodlines were acquired in 
2007, from KwaZulu-Natal, 
among other places. However, 
it is only recently that he start-
ed to build the foundation stud 
of 50 animals. He currently 
has 89 breeding cows with a  
goal of 120. Chucky adheres to 
very strict selection criteria. 

Doug manages a pure com-
mercial Brahman herd of 
about 2 000 cows. 

GENETIC PROGRESS
Slow genetic progress is an is-
sue for many farmers in Maz-
abuka. This is because of poor 
bull-selection choices and 
an undersupply of superior 
breeding stock. He says that 
farmers often hold onto their 
bulls for future breeding. 

“Our biggest challenge is to 
change mindsets so that farm-
ers realise they can only im-
prove the genetic characteris-
tics of their herds by acquiring 
good-quality, purebred bulls 
to avoid inbreeding,” Chucky 
explains. 

He says commercial farm-
ers often make the mistake of 
buying cull bullocks and using 
them as breeding stock. The 
bulls are offered at half the 
price of breeding stock. “But 
even at the phenotypic level, 
there is a big difference be-
tween the two.”

Two or three times a year 
he holds farmers’ days on his 
farm. One of the objectives of 
these events is to change the 
thinking of commercial cattle 
farmers.

The bulls Chucky breeds  tend 
to be medium-framed animals, 
in line with local buyers’ de-
mands. His stud brand is TUF. 
A rejected bull that can only 

be used for commercial breed-
ing, has a line burnt through  
the brand. All rejected animals 
are culled and slaughtered.

He uses South African se-
men to artificially inseminate 
cows. Bulls of Namibian origin 
are used as catch bulls. 

Initially, calves are not dipp-
ed to help them acquire some 
natural immunity against ex-
ternal parasites. Chucky says 
he doesn’t really have trouble 
with tickborne diseases. 

Adult cattle are dipped week-
ly in summer and fortnightly in 
winter. Zambian farmers have 
to contend with horseflies, as 
all cattle are kept extensively 
on the veld.

PURE-BRED 
BRAHMAN
Shane Coventry, of the 
farm Anchor Ridge on the 
Kafue River, farms purebred 
Brahman. Most of them are 

unregistered stud animals 
run on a section of his 700 ha 
farm. 

Because Zambia is isolated 
and has no competitive 
shows, registration of stud 
animals stopped long ago, 
when his grandfather Brevis 
farmed. Shane generally 
 markets to communal farmers 
who like the Brahman for their 
large cattle herds. 

“There are a few farmers 
that are prepared to pay up to 
US$8 000 (R110 000) for a top 
bull, but most are not yet fo-
cused on genetically improv-
ing their herds,” he says. 

“The market for stud ani-
mals has been subdued re-
cently, owing to the recession 
in Zambia. At the moment, the 
biggest market for the Brah-
man is the communal sector, 
owing to the breed’s hardiness 
and field adaptability.”

On Shane’s mixed farm he 

also grows sugarcane and ba-
nanas. Another aspect that 
keeps Zambian cattle farm-
ing, especially stud farming, 
unprofitable, is the low meat 
prices producers receive, 
mainly because of cheap im-
ports.

Much of the Brahman breed-
ing material on his farm comes 
from his grandmother, Mara 
Coventry. Grandfather Bevis 
managed his herd of about  
4 000 purebred Brahman 
cows with great enthusiasm.

Farmers like Shane must 
contend with stock theft and 
increased claims on the coun-
try’s natural resources due to 
the growing population. 

This kind of pressure makes 
sugarcane farming more prof-
itable than cattle farming.

ENQUIRIES: Mr Chucky Cantlay, 
e-mail: tanderra@kapingafarms.
com, tel. 00260 966 879192.

BRAHMAN

“Jan’s most enduring observation of Zambia is that 
it is a country with strong, dynamic farming families 
that have direction and purpose. The large, pure-
bred Brahman herds and the focus on quality and 
production are testimony to this.”
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A group of  Chucky Cantlay’s cattle 
with a cow and her calf on the right.
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Theo and Maré Dicke

Farm Spitsrand, Duiwelskloof

Cell 082 898 7333 theodick@mweb.co.za

EASTERN CAPE: 
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Miles and Danelda Dicke

Idlewild Farm, Kei Mouth    Cell 084 589 3174

mwdicke@mweb.co.za    mwdicke@telkomsa.net

DICKE BRAHMAN FARMING

Geneties uniek
Genetics by design

We 
breed 

better 
Brahmans!

Date: 30 August 2016
Time: 12:00

Place: The farm Idlewild 
Kei Mouth

AUCTION

JD TONKIN FARMING

KROMDRAAI, STANDERTON

E-mail: fjt@mweb.co.za

BRAHMANS IN THE HIGHVELD
PO Box 636, Standerton 2430
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Arina & Russell Jackson 083 443 2155 • Christopher 063 036 7980
arjac@telkomsa.net

Adel Schoeman   083 551 2826   adel@bullseyeb.co.za
P.O. Box 79  Kroonstad  9500

  Top Genetics available at National Sale,
   8 October 2016 Parys, Afridome

We’re on target
with  genetics

TO FARM WITH BRAHMANS IS LOVE ...
WE ONLY MAKE IT VISIBLE.
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AT THE ROYAL SHOW 2016

the home 
of 

CHAMPIONS!

Brandwater

LINDE, 083 700 8592

CHRIS, 083 687 3012

KOOS, 078 894 1571

Visitors 
always welcome!

Descendants of well muscled bulls with lots of meat 
carry you through the droughts in Africa!

Female animals available 
at the 

NATIONAL AUCTION 
8 October 2016 

at 11:00
at the 

PARYS-AFRIDOME

HOT 13 255 
JUNIOR and RACE

CHAMPION

HOT 14 25 
INTERMEDIATE 
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Best dam line for  
feedlot cattle

t’s been an interesting 
journey for this Northern 
Cape beef cattle farmer, 
who has steered his herd 

towards creating a cross-bred 
animal with a lion’s share of 
Brahman genetics – an animal 
with which a farmer can make 
good progress.

Bruce and Toppy Hunt 
manage their farm Vaalbosch- 
puts, between Warrenton and 
Kim berly in the the Northern 
Cape, with commercial Brah-
man crosses. Many years 
ago they fell in love with 
purebred Brahman, which 
Bruce intially crossed with 
Dutch Friesians(7/8 Brahman 
genetics to 1/8 Dutch Friesian). 

Later he mated these cows 
with Braunveih bulls, and put 
the heifers with Brahman 
bulls. Today his commercial 
animals are three-quarters 
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BRAHMAN CHARL VAN ROOYEN

 LOCATION 

Warrenton, 
Northern Cape

•

I

The Brahman is truly the best dam 
line for breeding feedlot weaners, says 
this experienced cattle farmer, who is 
contracted to supply weaners to a feedlot 
for a share of the profits.

Brahman and one-quarter 
Braunveih. The females are 
mated with Charolais and 
Simmentaler bulls.

Braunveih genetics ensure 
bigger calves and the cows 
have ample milk. 

Charolais, Simmentaler and 
Limousin bulls help the cows’ 

reach their full potential, and 
their calves average 30 to 
40 kg heavier than those of 
most other breeds thanks 
to a com bination of hybrid 
vigour and the cows’ high milk 
production. 

The first group of calves to 
be born after the drought, 

beginning in June, tipped the 
scale at an average 308 kg. 

“This is what I was looking 
for: calves which grow fast and 
have a high birth weight,” says 
Bruce.

ADDED VALUE
Bruce doesn’t sell his weaners. 
Instead he has a contract with 
a feedlot, where he pays for 
feed on a weekly basis. His 
animals are sold as soon as 
they slaughter-ready, and 
Bruce shares in the profits and 
so gets some advantage from 
the added value.

This arrangement started 
as an isolated business 
transaction rather than 
something that would have 
been part of his everyday 
farming practices. 

Ordinarily, Bruce would 
make more money by selling  
his weaners directly to the 
feedlot, but given the drought 
in recent years and the high 
maize price, both feedlots 
and beef farmers have seen a 
sharp decline in profitability.

“When weather prospects 
improve and maize prices fall, 
things will pick up for all meat 
producers,” says Bruce.

BEST DAM LINE
Why did Bruce decide that all 
his cows should be Brahman-
type cattle?

The Brahman is the hardiest 
of all cattle breeds, with 
an outstanding frame and 
production figures, Bruce 
explains. In the past few 
years of drought, farmers  
have needed hardy, adapted   
animals in order to survive.

Brahman have good 
mothering instincts and 
walk easily and far to find 
themselves food. 

“Plus, these are truly the 
best females for breeding 
feedlot weaners,” he says.  

Bruce’s aim is to breed a 
cow that achieves maximum 
production with the lowest 
production costs. This 
requires the Brahman as 
the basis breed, with its 

Mr Bruce Hunt

Brahman-type cows with their 
outstanding cross-bred calves.



“They have good mothering  
instincts and easily walk long dis-
tances. This is truly the best dam 
line for breeding feedlot calves.”

August 2016  Brahman    43

hardiness and adaptability, 
that complements larger 
framed bulls that provide 
more weight.   

“There are other hardy 
cattle breeds,” says Bruce, 
“but none come close to the 
Brahman.”

BUYING CATTLE
Bruce has specu lated with 
cattle all his life. 

“I’ve grown up between 
cattle, and have had them 
in my blood since I can 
remember,” he says. 

Bruce’s brothers, Sydney 
and Mark also farm with Brah

man near Warrenton, where 
their father Reg farmed with 
Brahman, other cattle breeds, 
and sheep.  

Warrenton offers mixed 
sweetveld, while some of 
Bruce’s other farms are more 
sour. But despite having good 
grazing, Bruce warns that 
farmers should under no 
circumstances  ever overgraze 
their veld. 

LONGEVITY
Bruce doesn’t believe in 
keeping cows for longer than 
10 years. “Whenever we have 
a big drought, like what’s 

happening currently,  the 
older cows always drop out 
first. I therefore prefer to run 
a young herd.” 

No cow is allowed to skip a 
breeding season, or to lose a 
calf, except maybe in a really 
dry year. 

With no notable predators in 
the area, any cow that loses 
her calf, or aborts, is destined 
for the abbatoir. In this way 
Bruce has managed a calving 
percentage of 96 for the 
past year or two. Heifers that 
are mated for the first time, 
average a calving per centage 
of 90. 

His weaning percen t age is 
only one point lower than the 
calving percentage, precisely 
because Brahman cows are 
such good mothers.

All cattle are innoculated 
against anthrax, blackleg and 
anaplasmosis (the biggest 
killer), while all heifers are 
treated for brucellosis.   

Cows are provided daily with 
bone meal and a salt lick. 

While Bruce feels he does his 
part as far  as management 
is concerned, the rest of 
his success is thanks to the 
Brahman, that provides 
the ideal dam line for his 
management approach and 
farming conditions. 

  Brahmans are by far the 
best dam line for breeding 
feedlot weaners.
  Weaners weight between 
30 and 40 kg more than 
most other breeds,  thanks 
to a combination of hybrid 
vigour and the ample milk 
Brahman cows provide.
  Strong selection ensures 
high fertility and a high 
calving and weaning 
percentage.

IN SHORT

Sydney, 082 462 6416

Mark, 082 462 4066

Geof, 082 373 2390

E-mail: 
huntfarming@vodamail.co.za

Website: 
www.huntfarms.co.za

HUNT • BULL • POWER

PRODUCT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Experience the difference 

of our powerful genetics - 

guaranteed to add 

value to your 

stud or commercial herd.

Proven since 1959!



any beef-cattle 
farmers have 
little difficulty 
getting heifers 

to conceive. But it’s crunch 
time when first calvers have 
to reconceive 90 days after 
calving. 
In the breeding cow’s produc-
tion year, there is a critical 
period of about 100 days that 
determines successful recon-
ception. This period includes 
the last 30 days of pregnancy 
and the first 70 days of lacta-
tion.

The major events that take 
place are the birth of the calf 
and  reconception which sig-
nals the start of the next preg-
nancy. 

During this time the feed re-
quirements of the mature cow 
as far as quality and quantity 

taken into account when plan-
ning forage flow and strategic 
supplementary feeding for  
this specific group of animals.

GUIDELINES FOR 
RECONCEPTION
Use the following guidelines 
to improve the reconception 
of first calvers: 

Manage heifers in a sepa-
rate herd from the time they 
are weaned until their second 
calving. This allows for more 
intensive management of in-
puts. Part of the benefits of 
separation would be  prefer-
ential grazing, cost effective 
inputs, strategic supplemen-
tary feeding when necessary, 
and a specialised health pro-
gramme. Reconception rates 
will improve if just this one 

principle is applied. 

Get the vet to check heif-
ers before they are bred to 
inspect the size of the pelvic 
opening. Heifers with a small 
pelvis should be culled to 
avoid difficult births. A narrow 
pelvis is a trait that should be 
selected out. 

However, heifers with a wide-
pelvic opening may be large- 
framed animals, which is not 
necessarily advantageous.

Heifers must be at least 
65% of the weight of a mature 
cow before they are first bred, 
and 80–85% of the mature-
weight before they deliver the 
first calf.

Use bulls with lower breed-
ing values for birth weight. 
Delivering a small calf gener-
ally means an easier birth. The 
heifer’s birth canal and uterus 
will recover faster if she has 
calved easily, and this in turn 
ensures a quick return to cy-
cling. 

A heifer that has had calving 
problems will have an extend-
ed ICP.  Low breeding values 
for birth weight should, how-
ever, be used with discretion, 
since it is a trait that can lead 
to reduced weaning weights.

Overmate, in other words 
serve as many as  50% more 
replacement heifers than 
necessary, to keep the herd 
composition intact. This 

of forage required are more 
or less the same as they are in 
the remainder of the produc-
tion year. 

However this is a critical time 
for the first calver, still in the 
process of aturing herself. 
She needs more attention to 
thrive and grow out and her 
feed requirements are higher 
than those of mature cows. 

Feed-flow planning and 
grazing provision to meet 
these higher-than-usual feed 
requirements are often inad-
equate. 

Most beef cattle are run ex-
tensively on veld. Factors such 
as drought, flooding, veld fires 
and unseasonal frost can have 
a negative impact on veld pro-
duction. The great variation 
in availability of grazing and 
its quality on the veld must be 

BRAHMAN HENDRIK VAN PLETZEN
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Heifer management 
for production and 
reconception 
Economically sustainable farming needs the right 
combination of good choices and effective management  
to create a successful, productive environment.

M

This group of in-calf heifers is managed separately to provide 
the best possible opportunity for reconception.







ABOVE: Mr Hendrik van Pletzen  
PHOTO:  PROVIDED

RIGHT: Brahman heifers, the ide-
al maternal line for Africa. These 
cattle will benefit from proper 
reconception management.

leaves room for the culling 
of heifers that miss cycles, fail 
to reconceive or do not wean 
their calves well.

Limit the breeding period of 
heifers to 45 days. This makes 
for a tighter calving season,  
easier feed-flow planning, 
more cost-effective lick sup-
plementation, better super-
vision during calving and  
efficient use of labour.

Breed heifers a month be-
fore cow breeding and wean 
their calves a month earlier. 
It is generally known that the 
ICP of first calvers is longer 
than that of mature cows. Ex-
tending the recovery period 
by a month will benefit  first 
calvers. It is an essential pre-
requisite that feed-flow plan-
ning should provide for the 
earlier calving heifer groups. 
Then too, their calves must be 
weaned a month earlier or the 
exercise would prove point-
less in the desired outcome 
of improved reconception for 
first calvers.

Give first calvers a longer 
rest after calving. Consider 
breeding heifers at 18 months 
and put the bulls back into the 
group after the calves have 
been weaned. For example, 
heifers calving from January 
to February wean their calves 
at the end of September. Send 

the bulls into the group at the 
usual breeding season (for ex-
ample, November). This long 
rest period after first calving 
makes for good reconception 
rates. It also has beneficial ef-
fects on the remainder of the 
reproductive life of the cow. 
Some farmers with good re-
production figures in their 
herds practice this principle.

Avoid excessive energy sup-
plements in the last trimester 
of pregnancy. This can lead to 
high birth weights accompa-
nied by difficult births and a 
longer recovery period of the 
birth canal. In-calf cows that 
overwinter on maize stover 
get fat, increasing calf birth 
weight and the probability of 
dystocia. 

Supplementary feed (licks) 
must be balanced in the com-
position of protein, energy, 
minerals and trace elements. 
Adapt the lick to the season, 
the amount and quality of 
grazing and the condition of 
the heifers.

Animal condition at calving 
is critical. The ideal condition 
score is 3 but it should be a 
minimum of 2,5. After calv-
ing cows should be on a rising 
plane of nutrition to maintain 
condition.

Use a flush lick to improve 
reconception of first calvers.  
Put out the lick 21 days before 
sending the bull in, and leave 
it there for about another 42 
days (two cycles). Use the fol-
lowing licks for different graz-

ing conditions: 
  Green summer veld and un-
fertilised established pas-
ture: Voermol Supermol 
(V7267) at 1,2 kg per cow per 
day. 
  Fertilised established pas-
ture: Voermol Molovite 
(V7266) at 1 kg per cow per 
day. 
  Dry winter grazing: Voermol 
Production Lick (V10108) at 
1,5 kg per cow per day or a 
production lick mixture. Vo-
ermol Super 18 (V355) can 
be given on sweet veld.

Creep feed the calves of first 
calvers. They have less milk 
than mature cows and weaner 
weights are also lower. 

In field trials creep feed-
ing improved calf weaning 
weights of first calvers by up 
to 52 kg (48%).

 Creep feed is made up of 
700 kg maize meal, 200 kg Vo-
ermol SB100 (V4498) and 100 
kg Voermol Procon (V12701). 
The poorer the quality of the 
grazing, the better the re-
sponse to the creep feed. This 
practice buffers first calvers 
and helps her maintain condi-
tion with a positive knock-on 
effect for reconception.  

Maternal lines adapted to a 
specific environment will need 
less supplementation. Differ-
ent breeds and frame sizes 
have different feed require-
ments. Profitable, sustainable 
farming is the result of good 
management, and choices 
that keep cow herds economi-
cally productive.

Mr Hendrik van Pletzen is tech-
nical manager at Voermol.

EXPLANATION
The information in this table is based on the results for a specific 
production year and demonstrates reproduction potential with 
good management. The weaning percentage (calves weaned per 
female animal bred) of the first-calf cows is 96,8 and shows the 
advantage of the long rest period after first calving. 

The practicality of this regime depends on a farm’s grazing re-
sources. In sourveld regions with poor winter grazing, cows and 
their calves are not able to overwinter on veld. In stud herds the 
long rest period has a negative effect on the ICP. However in com-
mercial herds there are  many benefits. 

TABLE: WEANING PERCENTAGES OF VARIOUS AGE GROUPS OF  
THE FC DUROW-TRUST (DATABASE OF THE NATIONAL CATTLE FARMER  
OF THE YEAR COMPETITION)

Age group Weaning percentage

Heifers 96,2

First-calf cows 96,8

Cows 95,1

Average of cows 95,5
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BRAHMAN SIETZE SMIT

Functional udders and  
teats receive attention
For many years now the training committee of  
the Brahman Cattle Breeders’ Society of Southern  
Africa has been trying to eliminate poor breed traits.  
The progress to date has been remarkable. 

he Brahman breed 
as it’s known in SA, 
has been developed 
over many decades 

as a beef cattle breed. 
The original Zebu-type ani-
mals out of which the Brah-
man was developed were 
different in conformation 

T and were used for a different 
purpose: originally the Nelore 
breed was developed as a 
draught animal.

 But selection pressure in 
Brazil led to the breed becom-
ing a typical beef animal. Con-
formation for a typical beefer 
was stressed, with specific 

emphasis on teat and udder 
conformation. However, the 
Gir type (red or speckled) was 
also used in the development 
of the dairy type, known as 
Girlandia, which is a typical 
dairy breed in Brazil. These 
genes were incorporated into 
the Brahman breed, hence 

its current wonderful milking 
characteristics.

This means that during the 
development of the Brahman, 
breeders had to work with 
Zebu types that didn’t neces-
sarily have the right confor-
mation for a beefer. Some 
cows with poor udder and teat 
shape were also part of the 
original development process.

TRAINING  
COMMITTEE
For many years now the train-
ing committee of the Brah-
man Cattle Breeders’ Society 
of Southern Africa has been 
paying special attention to the 
alleged poor traits of the Brah-
man breed.

In the 1980s a Brahdex breed 
standard system was devel-
oped that specifically emph-
asised good udder and teat 
conformation, and shorter 
navel-fold development in fe-
male animals, as well as func-
tional sheaths for bulls.

According to the Standard of 
Excellence (an official publica-
tion), outstanding udder and 
teat development is described 
as follows: a firmly attached 
udder that is neatly formed 
with four symmetrically plac-
ed, pointed teats.

ABOVE: Mr Sietze Smit

LEFT: The udder is an embodi-
ment of the cow’s balance and 
reflects the quantity of milk she 
produces and the vitality of her 
calf. PHOTO: PROVIDED
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IN SHORT

  The Brahman Cattle 
Breeders’ Society of 
Southern Africa can rightly 
declare that they are paying 
real attention to poor udder 
and teat shape.
  Poor udder and teat shape is 

no longer a breed problem, 
but still occurs in some 
herds across the country.
  In most herds problems 
with poor udder and teat 
conformation have been 
eradicated.

Deviations from this stan-
dard lead to udders that are 
too big or too small, and in 
some instances to asymmetri-
cal quarters. They also often 
lead to irregularly sized teats 
which may develop into bott- 
le teats. 

The reproductive lifespan of 
the cow also plays a role. Un-
fortunately it’s sometimes the 
cows with extraordinary quan-
tities of milk whose teats tend 
to develop into bottle teats.

During the selection pro-
cess, which includes on-farm 
inspections, bad udder and 
teat formation is severely dis-
criminated against, and such 
animals might even be dis-
qualified. At shows no mercy 
is shown to cows with poorly  
developed udders and teats. 

The relevant panel of the 
Brahman Breeders’ Society 
every year hosts a conference 
for judges in February to dis-

with the aim of eradicating 
any weaknesses. Remarkable  
progress has already been 
made: Most herds have over-
come the problem, with poor 
udder and teat shape no long-
er a general breed problem, 
but now more localised and 
herd specific.

GENETIC  
RELATIONSHIP
Teat and udder problems also 
have a genetic relationship, 
now being more herd-related 

than breed-specific, since 
certain breeders have culled 
ruthlessly for the problem, 
to ensure that their herds no 
longer carry genes that may  
lead to these defects. 

It is important that buy-
ers realise that they aren’t 
only buying stud animals, but 
also genetic traits. They must 
therefore take great care 
when selecting animals, and 
know what traits they want to 
promote in their herd.

The society is enormously 
proud of the fact that udder 
and teat problems, as well as 
temperament problems, have 
almost been eradicated in 
most herds, and that breeders 
continue to pay great atten-
tion at keeping these prob-
lems at bay. 

Mr. Sietze Smit is breed  
director of the Brahman Cattle 
Breeders’ Society.

cuss the state of affairs within 
the breed. At this conference 
emphasis is placed on the pol-
icy for judges, and problems 
within the breed are reviewed. 

Traits deserving of special 
attention during the following 
year of judging are noted, with 
functional and reproductive 
traits regarded as paramount. 

The Brahman Cattle Breed-
ers’ Society of Southern Af-
rica can now declare that real 
attention has been paid to 
poor udder and teat shape, 



SHL 12 20

GENES  
American lines: J.D.H. Hudgens,

V8 Brahmans.

Cow herd: HBS, 
R10, 
ONE, 
BOS Brahmans.

J.J. Liebenberg 
Cell  +27 (0) 82 347 3822
Tel.  +27 (0) 14 940 0038
E-mail: shl@nwisp.co.za

Ha nesn Liebenbe g r
One of 

Namibia's top 
bulls, bred from 
stud SHL 0318, 

owned by 
Mr Mecki 
Schneider.

Th Brahm
 

e 
an

t at YOU want

h  

HARDINESS of bulls 

were proven repeatedly 

in SOUTH AFRICA, 

BOTSWANA and NAMIBIA

In the end we only regret the chances we didn’t take.
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF EVERY OPPORTUNITY!

Leon van der Merwe 
084 440 7407 • Newcastle KZN

www.advantagestud.com

Advantage
Brahman Stud



BRAHMANE
Font: Aurora BdCn BT

Zwakwater
Font: Rancho

BRAHMANE            
Zwakwater        

GIRRE
Roekari

Egbert Hiemstra, Cell 078 397 6039
Karen Hiemstra,  Cell 078 950 7924

E-mail: hiemstra.karen@gmail.com
P.O. Box 81, Lydenburg 1120

ZWAKWATER RED BRAHMANS WITH POLL GENES

The home of sturdy, veld adapted stud cattle.

2 – 3 

year old bulls 

and heifers 

available.

Functional cows guarantee success.

BRAHMAN WORKSHOP

3 and 4 February 2017
Contact 

Pieter Meiring, 082 555 9563 
or Karen Hiemstra, 078 950 7924

Accommodation available at Rietfontein 
Guest Farm. Make your own bookings 

with Ronel, 083 561 2816.
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In Namibia, where droughts are the norm rather than 
the exception, Brahman cows not only survive tough 
conditions, they still manage to raise a fine calf too.  

n Namibia, it isn’t profit
able to pamper cows 
with tasty morsels for 
the sake of  appearance. 

According to Cobus van der 
Merwe, who farms on St Blaize 
near Gobabis in Namibia, a 
cattle farmer simply needs to 
select his cows for profitable  
traits. 

His farm has predominantly 
sandy soils with sweetveld, 
featuring most ly Bush man 
grass, and Smutsfinger grass. 

The average annual rainfall is 
360 mm. He uses a fourcamp 
system with a shared cattle 
post, where water is provided 
and handling facilities have 
been erected. Cobus farms his 
Brah man stud extensively, as if 

I
 LOCATION 

Gobabis,  
Namibia

•

BRAHMAN CHARL VAN ROOYEN
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they were a commercial herd. 
The cows calve in the veld with 
nothing more than a summer 
lick (phosphate, salt, molasses 
meal and bushimprover con

centrate) and a winter lick 
(the summer lick plus urea for 
additional protein).  

“I cannot afford to treat them 
like pampered stud animals,” 
Cobus explains. 

Cows need to be able to 
cope with and raise their 
calves in a natural, extensive 
environment.

 However, due to the fact that 
he has stud cattle, he ensures 
that his record keeping is 
absolutely accurate. 

“A Brahman cow’s mothering 
abilities are invaluable to 

raising a calf in such extensive 
con ditions,” he points out. “I 
often see a cow staying away 
from the water for two to three 
days until her calf is strong 
enough to walk to the cattle 
post with her. She simply won’t 
leave her calf alone, looking 
after it with great care.” 

Cobus has a lot of trouble 
from predators, especially 
chee tah. However, thanks to 
the Brahman’s exceptional 
mothering abilities, he loses 
no more than a calf or two a 
year. 

If a calf should fall into a hole 
and cannot get out by itself, 
the mother will almost always 
remain behind to look after 
it. When the stockmen collect 

the herd, and realise a cow is 
missing, they will go to look for 
her, and in the process be able 
to save the calf. 

REPRODUCTION
Cobus feels that the more 
extensively you farm, the 
greater your losses and the 
lower the conception rate. 

“Due to my large camps, I 
place one bull with 45 to 50 
cows, and they still manage to 
service the cows,” he says. 

The mating period extends 
from 1 December to 31 March. 
In the first week of June, a 
veterinary surgeon performs 

Brahman cows: best mothers 
for extensive farming 



LEFT: The mothering abilities  
of a Brahman cow are invaluable 
for raising her calf in extensive 
conditions. A cow sometimes 
tends to her calf for days until it 
is strong enough to walk to the 
cattle post with her. Only then  
will she drink water for the first 
time after calving. 

August 2016  Brahman  53

pregnancy tests.  
Over the past 13 years, the 

conception rate has remained 
between 80 and 88%, largely 
due to first-calving heifers 
not receiving any special 
treatment. The rest of the 
herd’s conception rate varies 
between 85 and 93%. 

In Namibia and many other 
African countries where farm- 
ing is predom inantly exten-
sive and supplementary 
feed sources are limited, 
the Brahman cow’s ability to 
take care of herself is a huge 
advantage. 

During the droughts of the 
past few years, Cobus once 
again saw that the female 
animals that fare the best are 
the well-adapted Brahman 
and Brahman crosses. If their 
con dition is poor, they simply 
will not come into heat, as 

there is not enough food 
available for raising a calf.  

In a management system 
where food is always readily 
available, this trait is not of 
great value, but in Africa, 
where droughts are a reality,  
this survival strategy,  which 
has developed through 
centuries’ of natural selection, 
makes it one of the breed’s 
special traits

THE MUCH SOUGHT-
AFTER BRAHMAN
In Namibia, Brahman cows are 
the preferred choice for both 
commercial and communal 
farmers. Cobus reckons 
this is because they are 
exceptional mothers, due to 
their  adaptability and specific 
mothering abilities. 

The Brahman is also one of 
the few breeds of which the 
cow can protect herself in 
times of drought by limiting 
the size of the calf, which to a 
large extent eliminates calving 
problems, no matter if the cow 
weighs 500 kg or 600 kg. 

On Cobus’s farm, heifers on 
average weigh 30,8 kg at birth, 
while bull calves on average 
weigh 33,6 kg. The average 

weight of all calves is 32,2 kg. 
This is an extremely 

important characteristic of 
the Brahman cow, and in all 
the years that Cobus has been 
farming, he has never had to 
pull a calf. 

“This is thanks to the cow’s 
ability to limit the calf’s size 
in her uterus, which is eco-
nomically invaluable,” he ex-
plains. 

“We all know that birth 
weight and growth are 
correlated. If you have a breed 
with a low birth weight, you 
usually get small calves which 
don’t grow well. 

“But in the Brahman’s case 
you don’t have such problems, 
because the calves grow well 
even if they are rather small at 
birth. As a result, the calf’s size 
is not a genetic factor.”  

According to Cobus, there 
is also no need to look for 
suitable bulls to service (open) 
heifers for the first time. 
He can use any bull for this 
purpose. 

Furthermore, the Brahman 
cow has the ability to convert 
natural veld to  milk more 
efficiently than other breeds.  

“Even with poor grazing, the 

quality of milk is exceptional, 
and calves grow incredibly 
well,” Cobus points out. 

PROFIT ON CALVES
Thanks to these excellent 
mothers, the weaning weight 
of Cobus’s calves has been 
228 kg on average over the 
past 10 years (average weight 
of bull calves was 236 kg and 
that of heifers 217 kg).

He considers a Brahman calf  
the most profitable weaner. 

“If one sets off the weaning 
weight against the calf’s 
total raising costs at the time 
of weaning, including the 
amount of lick consumed 
by the calf and its mother 
as well as the mother’s vet 
bill, the Brahman is the most 
profitable weaner in terms 
of rand per kilogram of calf 
weaned,” Cobus says. This 
even applies to phenotypical 
Brahman crossbred cows.    

In a wet year, when the cows’ 
condition is good, Cobus 
weans the calves at 8 and a 
half months in order to realise 
their full potential by leaving 
them with their monthers for  
longer. In a dry year, he weans 
them at seven months to 
give the cows time to recover 
before being mated again. 

“Brahman crosses are by far 
the best weaners to come out 
Namibia’s communal areas. 
Their quality is exceptional, 
and the more Brahman blood 
a weaner has, the better it is. 

“These communal farmers 
have made the mind shift to 
purchase superior Brahman 
stud bulls to improve their 
cow herds, by breeding a 
solid Brahman-type herd that 
produces excellent weaners.” 

LIFETIME
In any herd, longevity is im-
portant. “A cow which is 
adapted to conditions on a  
farm, has a natural resistance 
to most of the prevalent 
parasites, and raises between 
10 to 12 calves in her lifetime. 
This is  much better than 
animals which  don’t have  

“In Namibia and other African countries  
where farming is mainly extensive and supplemen-
tary feed sources are limited, the Brahman cow’s 
ability to take care of herself is a huge advantage.”

Mr Cobus van der Merwe with his Brahmans
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BRAHMAN

This cow, 03-0009SBB, was born 
in 2003. She has already had 10 
calves and sports an inter-calving 
period (ICP) of 379 days. Most of 
her heifers have been retained in 
the herd and all of them have an 
ICP of less than 365 days. One of 
her bull calves has been retained 
as a stud sire, while the rest have 
fetched good prices. 

this  resistance, and which 
might only produce a total 
of five to six calves in their 
lifetime.

“I know of Brahman cows 
that reached the age of 21 and 
raised 17 calves.”  

Cobus retains only the best 
animals for the sake of genetic 
progress. 

If such a cow breeds offspring 
in line with his breeding 
objectives, it makes sense to 
him to keep her in the herd for 
as long as she can produce a 
calf, with  the result that some 
cows produce up to  13 calves.  

“A phenotypically superior 
cow won’t necessarily pro duce 
that many calves. An old cow 
which produces 12 or 13 calves 
is therefore the proverbial 
goose that lays the golden 
egg,” Cobus laughs.  

He says a farmer with an 
established operation can 
only keep a limited number of 
cows on his farm. 

This means that for each 
substitute heifer retained in 
his herd, a cow needs to be 
culled in order to make room 
for her. 

If a farmer culls his cows at 
eight years of age, it means he 
gets no more than 5,5 calves 
on average from each cow. He 
will therefore need to replace 
20% of his cow herd each year.     

“If we take into account 
that in extensive conditions, 
for every 100 cows, roughly 

40 heifers will survive until 
weaning, grow well until the 
age of two and then come into 
calf, it means a farmer will 
have to retain half his heifers 
as replacement animals,” he 
points out. 

“The farmer who only culls 
his cows at 13 years of age 
needs only to retain 25% of his 
heifers as substitute animals.  

It is all about selection 
pressure. The longer I can 
keep my best cows, the fewer 

heifers I need to retain and 
the stricter I can select for 
economically important traits. 

“As a stud farmer, it is 
important for me to improve 
my herd, as opposed to merely 
increasing it’s size,” Cobus 
points out. 

There is no doubt in Cobus’s 
mind that the Brahman is the 
ideal mother and dam line for 
the whole Africa. 

And he’s not alone: such 
sentiments explain the great 
demand for the breed across 
Africa, and in particular in 
Angola and Zambia.





Grey and red Brahman stud
Arc-en-Ciel

SECUNDA

Manager: Koos Fourie,  Cell +27 (82) 928 8350

 E -mail: arc-en-ciel@sky-hill.co.za
PO Box 507, Secunda 2302 

Bred from WIL 06 754 and WIL 06 759. 
JHD Elliott paternal bloodline and One maternal 
bloodline. 
Was several times a champion bull calf in 2013.

Bred from PRI 07 764 and HOTR 07 69.
Chriselen Henzel and Chriselen Me on paternal 
side and Mr HOT 4x4 on maternal side. A bull with 
beautiful conformation and good masculinity. 
His first calves are expected in May 2016. 
He is the half brother of ARC 13 97.

Bred from PRI 07764 and AA 09883. 
On paternal side the same bloodline as ARC 13 96 
and adambrahm Hileen on maternal side. Beautiful 
dark, early matured bull with excellent sheath. 
His first calves are expected in May 2016. 
He is the half brother of Loss ARC 13 96.

ARC 13 97 ARC 12 9 ARC 13 96

ARC 12 36

Crowned champion bull calf at the age of 8 months at Vryburg Show in 2013. Bred from the 
famous bloodlines of Mr Yster on paternal and One on maternal side. His father, Hot 07625, was 
the first stud bull acquired by Mr Jose Maciel. He is the father of several champions in the Arc-
en-Ciel Stud. 
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e e has tried a whopp
ing 16 beef cattle 
breeds on his farms 
in the Eastern Free  

State, to identify the ideal 
maternal line for maximum 
profit. Eventually only the 
Brahman remained. 

“It’s the most intelligent mo
ther that gives me the best 
calves under all conditions,” 
pronounces farmer Henk  
Hu man from  Lindley.

His previous breeds include 
white, red and black cattle 
comprising indigenous, for

BRAHMAN CHARL VAN ROOYEN

He’s experimented with 16 breeds of beef cattle, and has 
found Brahman to be the most profitable and to make 
the most intelligent mothers. So says cattle farmer Henk 
Human of Lindley about the Brahman as his breed of choice.

‘Brahman cows make 
intelligent mothers’

eign and synthetic breeds. 
The other breeds did not 
perform well, especially on 
farms closer to Bethlehem. 
The sourveld in that area 
differs substantially from the 
sweetveld near Lindley. 

The Brahman, however, 
adapted to varying conditions, 
maintained strong fertility 
and proved its worth as an 
ideal maternal line. 

Henk and his wife, Hannetjie, 
farm in the districts of Lindley, 
Kroonstad and Bethlehem and 
each have their own Brahman 

H

On the move - the amazing sight 
of Henk and Hannetjie Human’s 
massive herds.  PHOTO: HENK HUMAN

enterprise. Henk has been 
farming since 1981, and has 
kept Brahmans since 1989. 
He no longer grows crops and 
his cattle range on the natural 
veld.

“I first farmed with other 
breeds, but wanted to identify 
an ideal breed for my area,” he 
explains. 

“I bought animals from 
different breeds, amongst 
them some purebred Brah
man, at an auction, to see how 
they performed. 

“I also bought bulls and 

heifers of other breeds, 
including synthetic breeds, to 
compare with the Brahmans. I 
crossbred some of the breeds 
in my search for the ideal 
breed for our area.”

He measured the success —
or lack thereof — of each breed 
against its performance. Over 
time the Brahman cattle were 
the top performers. Henk now 
farms  Brahman exclusively .

OBSERVATION 
IS KEY TO 
MANAGEMENT
Henk says if you farm cattle 
and want to know more about 
them, you must observe them: 
“Go and sit under a tree and 
watch the grazing habits 
and grazing pattern of your 
animals. You’ll get a good idea 
of what they eat and what 
they avoid. 

“It was how I noticed that 



August 2016 Brahman  57

“Sit under a tree and watch the  
the grazing habits and grazing 
pattern of your animals. You’ll  
get a good idea of what they eat 
and what they avoid.”

Brahman eat grass, shrubs and 
leaves that other cattle avoid. 
In the years I’ve compared 
various  breeds, I’ve noticed 
that Brah man cattle will walk 
up  hills to graze, while other 
breeds tend to stay at the foot 
of the hill.” According to Henk, 
the Brahman cow grazes 
constantly at a slow but steady 
pace; taking bites from grass 
tufts, browsing from trees and 
utilising the various shrubs in 
the veld.   

“I think my cattle use so little 
lick because they forage on a 
wide variety of plant material 
and which seems to meet 
their dietary requirements.” 

Unusually, Henk says they will 
even take the new shoots of 
slangbos and cat thorn. 

“This means I can keep 30% 
more cattle on the same area 
than I can with a synthetic 
breed, and 40% more than 
with a European breed. 

On a sourveld farm near 
Bethlehem, Henk stocks one 
large stock unit (LSU) on 2 ha 
because of the ability of the 
Brahman to fully utilise the 
grass.  “On the farm  near 
Lindley I keep one LSU on 
3 ha,” he says. 

“The feeding requirements 
of the Brahman are lower than 
those of other breeds and I 
can therefore keep more cows 
that produce more calves and 
increase my production.”

EXCELLENT 
MOTHERING ABILITY
Hannetjie says Brahman cows 
calve very easily. The strong 

maternal instinct of the breed 
means that they take good 
care of their calves,  defend 
ing them against predators 
and stray dogs on the hunt.  
Some of her herds she only 
visits twice per week.

Henk says a week old 
Brahman calf is able to cover 
long distances with its mother. 

“I once had a 10-day-old calf 
walk 40 km when the herd was 
moved to another farm.” 

Another time Henk moved 
a herd 12 km and a calf was 
accidently left behind. Upon 
arrival, the mother jumped  
the fence and trekked back to 
the farm of origin where her 
calf was waiting for her at the 
gate. 

“This is what I expect of a  
Brahman mother,” he says.

KEEPING CONDITION
During times of drought, it 
becomes clear that cows able 
to maintain condition can 
also provide the best care 
for their calves. Brahman 
cows are known to be more 
heat-tolerant and to recover 
condition faster then other 
breeds when the drought 
breaks. 

He says that Brahman 
are easy animals to work if 
handled correctly and recalls 
moving 320 cattle a distance 

of 50 km. “There was a bakkie 
in front with people opening 
the gates and I drove behind, 
to close the gates. With two 
dogs helping, we reached the 
destination farm that evening 
with no difficulties.” Another 
time the Humans’ son, John, 
moved a herd of 400 cattle, a 
distance of 18 km, alone, on his 
motorbike. 

Henk praises the serving 
capacity of Brahman bulls. 
As an experiment he ran two 
Brahman bulls and five British 
breed bulls with 200 cows. The 
check after calving showed 
that 60% of the offspring had 
been sired by the Brahman 
bulls. The serving capacity 
of the Brahman is legendary 
and especially in these tough  
conditions Henk believes that 
no other breed comes close. 

LONGEVITY
Brahman cows can calve 
easily until they are about 14 
years old and will deliver a calf  
every year. Hannetjie has an 
18-year-old cow that calved 
in February this year. She’s 
had 13 calves and is now in calf 
again.  
 The Humans breed their 
heifers at between 18 and  
24 months, to calve down from  
27 months on. 

Henk says he has paid  
R3 000 for cows that raised 
calves for 10 years in the herd, 
and then sold for between  
R7 000 and R8 000.  

“That is what I call good 
business,” he smiles.

Sound manage ment is just 
as important as good breeding 
material and good grazing. 
The one can’t do without the 
other. It’s as simple as that.

“Grace from above and 
Brahman cows are our recipe 
for success,” smiles Henk.

Brahman graze even in areas 
that other breeds avoid. Henk’s 
veld (left of the boundary fence) 
is well-utilised compared to that 
on the other side of the fence, not 
grazed by Brahman.

 LOCATION 

Lindley,  
Free State

•
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Hardy, veld adapted animals from 
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and redwater area. 
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herd sire, as well as 50 outstanding females.
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